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TO profess to ^ve a faultless definition of 
Wit would be highly presumptuous, after some 
writers of eminence have failed in the attempt, 
and others have declined the task. It is far 
more eas]^, as well as more pleasing, to aim at 
a description of the most striking modes, in which 
men of wit (Usplay their talents, although, con* 
sider^ in all their exertions, they may be said 
to vary ^eir forms like Pn^BUs of old, and 
change their cdours like the chameleon* 

Wit may be considered as much the same 
talent as genius* Or it may be said to be that 
species ofgenius, which displays itself, not in 
long and deliberate compositions, such as epie 
poetry and tragedy, but in the short and rapidi 
sallies of conven^tion. 

Men of wit make quick associations of the 
most distant ideas, and uie happy in the com- 
munication of them in clear, eneigetic, anii 
planted language* They surprise by the novel- 
ty of their ui(mghts, and please by the various 
tiinis they give ^ them* W hen they n^ake their 
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humblest efforts they play upon the different 
meajings of words : when they take a flight 
more worthy of their talents, they elicit a noble 
sentiment or striking image, from a common 
observation, occurrence, or maxim : thus they 
discover and communicate unexpected, 3ret just 
analogies of tliinga, and they show the most ex- 
tensive exercise of their }X)wers, by a ready 
command over the most brilliant figures of rhet- 
oric: — they illustrate their ideas by a simile, 
adorn them with the colours of a metaphor, or 
elevate them by an hyperbole. 

These characteristics appear to be common 
to all men of wit : but he whose wit is tempered 
with judgment, and refined by benevolence and 
deconim, directs it against proper objects alone* 
When he indulges in the frolic of ridicule, or the 
asperity of satire, his delight is to make folly 
contemptible, and vice odious. He differs, 
therefore, as widely as possible in the application 
of his talents, from the authors of those perni- 
cious works of various kinds, which, to the dis- 
grace of our English literature, aife frequently 
issued from the press ; and which, to the no less 
disgrace of English curiosity, meet with too wel- 
come and too general a perusal. He never 
lurks in ambush to throw the poisoned dart at 
the innocent and unofiending ; never assails {)ub- 
lic or private characters with unmerited satire ; 
nor does he take pleasure to increase the discon- 
tent and inflame the passions of the vulgar. — 
He does not play the part of the buffoon, the 
democrat, or uie scoiHng infidel, to gratify the 
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malevolence and excite the laughter of the licen- 
tious, the lawless, and the profane. 

The bon mots, or colloquial sallies of such 
men of wit as have been described, vary accord- 
ing to different occasions : some are solid as well 
as bright ; some are sharp, but not rough ; some 
are keen, but not malignant ; some are humour- 
ous, without vulgarity ; and all are pointed, 
without asperity. They are calculated to ex- 
cite, not the merriment of the multitude, but the 
surprise, admiration, and pleasure of the refined 
part of society. They ought not to be fleeting 
and transient, as the sounds that originally con- 
veyed them to the ear ; they ought not to be re- 
garded as fire-works, which attract notice by 
their brilliancy, and afford no more than a mo- 
mentary pleasure. They deserve, on the con- 
trary, to be considered as diamonds, that are 
solid and durable as well as brilliant ; and, like 
diamonds, they ought to be preserved with care, 
and displayed to advantage ; that they may give 
pleasure to mankind through successive ages, 
and may perpetuate some degree at least of that 
admiration which was expressed by those who 
had the pleasure to hear them first pronounced. 

By the ancient Greeks and Komans the 
branches of knowledge which give the moderns 
so many advantages were comparatively little 
cultivated,and of course there was not such scope 
for the extensive range of the imagination over 
so many subjects as are familiar to the moderns. 
But if the current of the thoughts of the ancients 
was comparatively narrow, it was clear, deep, 
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and rapid ; what they wanted in variety, they 
made^p by energy ; their sallies in conversation 
were like their onsets in battle, prompt, ardent, 
and effectual at once to settle the point* To 
them belon«Hi ^^ thoughts that breathe, and 
words that bum," the " acer spiritus, ac vis," 
the energy divine of the soul : their apothegms 
were the maxims of heroes and philosophers, 
and they contain the essence of wisdcnn and of 
greatness of mind* 

The Spartans were fanied for the caustic spir- 
it, the' keenness, and the conciseness of their 
speeches* But a style approaching the laconicy 
has in all ages, and m all countries, marked the 
conversation of acute and profound thinkers* 

The apothegms or bon mots of the ancients 
and monems possess different kinds of excel- 
lence, and are found to be adapted to the differ- 
ent states of civilization, refinement, and taste. 
The ancients addressed the judgment, the mod- 
ems appieal more to the imagination : the former 
spoke with a view to action, the latter to pro- 
duce surprise : the aim of the former was to ap- 
Gar, and to be, heroic and noble ; that of the 
:ter, to gain the character of being agreeable, 
and to raise a laugh : the former were more sen- 
tentious, grave, and deep ; the latter are more 
facetious, gay, and superficial : — ^and yet, in 
justice to both ancients and modems, this con- 
trast should be closed with a concession honour- 
able to both parties ; for in the works of the an- 
cients maybe found many striking sallies ofwity 
and among the modems many profound maxims 
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of wisdom* Instances not a few to confirm this 
observation will occur in the following pages. 

Professor Porson has been heard losa.y, and 
his remark will be found upon examination to 
be perfectly just, " that many of the most admir- 
ed jokes, in our popular jest-books, may be found 
in the works of Athenaeus, Plutarch, and other 
ancient writers." It is not, however, easy to 
trace the origin of a bon-mot, with certainty ; 
and many an one, like an illegitimate child,'may 
be attributed to a wrong father* It is highly 
probable that similar situations may have pro- 
duced similar thoughts in minds of equal capa- 
city and strength ; and the authors of them, al- 
though remote from each other, both with resppct 
to time as well as place, may have been equally 
original in the conception of similar thoughts* 
Cases, however, differ veiy materially witn re- 
spect to the probabilities of originality. When 
Hans de Veil, a Cambridge scholar, wrote his 
epigram on the age of Miss Fowle, he might 
possibly recollect the keen remark of Cicero 
upon a similar occasion ; but it is ridiculous to 
suppose, that John, the great duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who was singularly illiterate, quoted the 
admirable repartee of Ariston, the Spartan king, 
to his Athenian captives, when he made a no 
less admirable reply to his prisoner marshal 
Tallard.* 

The interest which such [^compilation as the 
following is capable of exciting, it is presumedi, 

♦See vol. i. No. 400. 
I* 
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may be heightened by authenticating as many 
bon mots as possible, by referring them to their 
original speakers. For surely the case is much 
the same with respect to wit, as it is with respect 
to painting: — ^we may be pleased with a good 

Eortrait, fecause it is well executed ; we are 
etter pleased, when we are told it was painted 
by some distinguished artist; and we are most 
gratified of all when we are certain it is the like- 
ness of some eminent person. 

Still, however, sallies of wit that are anony- 
mous may have very strong claims to our notice 
and approbation. They may be considered as 
so many foundlings thrown upon the world: 
thdr origin is obscure ; their parents are unas- 
certained, though they may nave no cause to 
be ashamed of them ; and they deserve to be 
admitted and reared in a safe and lasting asy- 
lum, that they mav survive for the benefit and 
ornament of the public at lar^e. 

Forthese reasons the followmg work is divided 
into two parts. 

The first part contains Bon Mots, tlie autlwrsof 
which are ascertained^ placed under the names of 
their respective authors. 

The second part contains Bon Mots that are 
chiefly anonymous. 

These parts are added an Appendix, contain- 
ing Remarks on Punning and Select PunSj &c.il- 
lustratiye, like the pipceding articles, of national a 
and individual characters. 

Indulgence is requested for some articles in this 
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wort, because they are stated from recollection* 
It is hoped they will not be found to be so much ai^ 
tered for the worse, that, like the children kid- 
napped by gypsies, their parents would not easily 
know them again. Some, it is presumed, are 
original^ and were never published before : othere 
have been taken from scarce works, particularly 
from old and curious collections in the British Mu- 
seum; and a few translated from the Greek, La in 
and French languages, appear in an English dress 
probably for the Jirst time. 

Some indeed have been taken from common 
jest-books; but it would have been perfectly in- 
consistent with the plan and complexion of this 
work, not to have carefully separated these 
Flowers op Wit, from the noxious plants with 
which they were associated. And if a few of these 
bon mots so selected be well known, they possess 
sucfi acknowledged excellence, that the com- 
piler would be justly cettsured, were he to de- 
prive his readers of the pleasure of seeing them 
inserted in a work of this kind. 

The reader must not be disappointed on find- 
ing few specimens of the wit of our contem- 
poraries introduced into the following collec- 
tion: not but that the compiler is fully aware of 
the important addition, both in point of number 
and excellence, that might have been made, if 
he had inserted the bon mots of eminent living 
persons. But bethinks, as a matter of delica- 
cy, that such a display sJiOuld be reserved for 
the period, when prejudice shall have subsided, 
when praise may be bestowed without the alloy 
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of detraction and envy, and the public curiosity 
may be gratified without the risk of giving of- 
fence to individuals* He has always regarded, 
with no small degree of admiration, the custom 
of the antients, ^' to defer their sacrifices to he- 
roes till after sunset." 

In such a collection as this, it cannot be rea- 
sonably expected that all bon mots that are val- 
uable and excellent are to be found. The rea- 
der must make allowance for the peculiar taste, 
and perhaps the contracted views of the collect- 
or. In passing through a spacious garden, al- 
though with the express intention of formipg a 
nosegay, many flowers of equal beauty to those 
that are gathered may be passed by ; many a 
rose, carnation, or hyacinth, may be left behind, 
and be reserved for the more observant eye and 
the more delicate fancy of a succeeding florist. 

Yet if this collection be not thought complete^ 
it is presumed there can be no reasonable com- 
plaint of its vf^ni o( variety* In the following 
pages will be found instances of profound saga- 
cit3r, determined courage, keen satire, refined 
praise, and insight into characters, the sublime 
sentiments of wisdom, and the beautiful illus- 
trations of fancy : 

^^ As at the feast with plenteous daiotiesgracMf 
Dish after dish excites the roving^ taste ; 
So while m^ muse repeats her varied strains, 
Tale following tale the ravishM ear detains.^' 

If an apology for such a literary pursuit as 

"" Altered from Hoole^s Arioeto. 
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this should be thougt proper, to softeQ the as- 
perity of certain fastidious critics, an apology 
may easily be urged. The compiler of this 
work, from its desultory and entertaining na- 
ture, found it calculated to employ and amuse 
the hours of frequent indisposition ; and when 
he enjoyed a better state of nealth it served as a 
relaxation from his more arduous and impor- 
tant studies, the results of which are laid before 
the public. Considered in this latter point of 
view, such a hterary pursuit has the sanction 
of the most respectable examples. Julius 
Cjesar did not think it derogatory to his talents, 
his rank, and his exalted offices, to make a col- 
lection of apothegms. Did not Tacitus the 
Ehilosophicaj historian, Plutarch one of the 
est moral writers of antiauity, and Valerius 
Maximus a Roman of an illustrious family and 
high military distinction, compose similar 
works 1 And in later times, have not Erasmus 
the great critic and theologian, Camden the most 
antient antiquary, and Lord Bacon the prince 
of modern pnilosophers, diverified their studies 
and added to their reputation by making such 
collections ? 

Can it be thought absurd or culpable, that a 
student wearied by the labour of instructing 
others, and wishing to relax from the severity of 
professional pursuits, should seek for occasional 
repose of mind in biography and miscellaneous 
reading ? Suppose it has been his delight, while 
resident upon the classic banks of the Isis, 
occasionally to retire into the yew-mantled gar- 
den once trodden by Harrington, Somers, 
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Chatham, Warton, Headleit, and Bowles ; 
and as he strayed amid its mazy walks, indul- 
ged the pleasures of imagination so far as to re- 
alize the poetic dream of Horace : 

"Hark ! docs Phrensy's sweet control 
With magic charms transport my soul 
I seem to bear, and to behold, 
The sages and the bards of old : 
And as in social bliss they moye 
Thfough Elysium's happy grove, 
The balmy zephyrs constant play, 
And streams perennial round them play.*** 

Awaking from his reverie, he is anxious to com- 
municate the impressions to others,that they may 
feel the same enthusiasm and enjoy the same 
pleasure. 

The following pages are designed to beguile a 
lonely, or occupy an idle hour. They are intend- 
ed to convey some ideas of the wisdom that has 
ennobled conversation, and the wit that has enli- 
vened it. They may amuse the gay, and exhila- 
rate the grave. They admit all who have a relish 
for such an elegant enjoyment into the company 
of many of the most illustrious characters that 
adorn the annals of biography. ^ 

Here both the antients and the modems unity^ 
to contribute to their entertainment. Here they 

* Auditis? an me ludit amibilig 
Insania? audire et videor pios 
Errare per lucos, amoenae 
Quos, et aguse subeunt et aurae. 

H0R. Carm, Lib. iii. 4* 
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may derive the mingled gfatificationd of instruc- 
tiofi and pleasure from the philosophers and the he^ 
Toes^ the scholars and the politicians, the sofver- 
eings and the courtiers of the most enlightened 
countries of the worid. And here they may find 
frequent occasions to remark, that many of those 
who shine most conspicuous in the annals of his- 
tory, such as Leonidas, Alexander the Qreat, 
Henry IV. of France, and the Czar Peter, were 
as remarkable for saying good things as (or 
doing great ones. 

Such a work as this, although it cannot aspire 
to dignity, or challenge praise, yet, if properly ex- 
ecuted, is calculated not merely for momentary 
amusement, but to do a permanent and impor- 
tant service to the cause of morality. While it 
constitutes a miscellany of various exertions of 
facetiousness, it exhibits sentiments of wisdom 
and virtue, and the knowledge of the most em- 
inent characters; and it communicates these 
particulars in a mode the most pleasant, because 
it is short and lively. The choice speeches of 
those who have rendered themselves illustrious 
by their talents, may kindle a S3rmpathetic ar- 
dour, impart the electric spark of virtue from 
m'md to mind, make us glow with generous 
approbation of whatever is fair and good, and 

PROMPT us TO ENDEAVOUR TO EMULATE THE EXAM- 
PLES WE ADMIRE. 
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PARTL 



Bon Mots referred to their AtUhors^ and the Names of 
those Authors alphabetically arranged. 



JOSEPH ABOU. 

1. Candour is the comDanion of true wisdom and 
solid learning.— Joseph AooUy an Arabian doctor of 
great reputed attainments in science^ being asked to 
solve a difficult problem, veiy frankly confessed his 
total ignorance of the subiect. ** How is this ?" said 
the proposer of the problem ; '' does not the caliph 
pay you for your knowledge ?" " Certainly," said the 
doctor, '^ he pays me for my knowledge ; for all his 
treasures, great as they are, would not be sufficient to 
pay me for ny ignorance." 

ADDISON. 

This sublime moralist, elegant critic, and humorons 
describer of men and manners, whose works furnish 
instruction to youth, amusement to age, and delight to 
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all who peruse them, was remarkable for his tacilumi- 

ty. 

2. Conscious of bis talents as a writer, he acknow- 
ledged bis deficiency in conversation. '* I can draw," 
said he, ** a bill for a thousand pounds, although 1 haye 
not a guinea in my pocket." 

3. He very humorously compared physicians to an 
army of ancient Britons, as described by Julius Caesar. 
He says of them, *' Some slay on foot, and some in 
chariots. If the infantry do not so much execution as 
the cavalry, it is because they cannot convey them- 
selves with so much velocity into all quarters, nor des- 
patch their business in so short a time." 

4. Mr. Temple Stanyan borrowed a sum of money 
of Addison, with i^vhom be lived in habits of friendship, 
conversing on all subjects with e<)ual freedom ; but 
from this time Mr. Stanyan agreed imolicitly to every 
thing Addison advanced, and never as formerly, disput- 
ed his positions. This change of behaviour did not 
long escape the notice of so acute an observer, to whom 
it was by no means agreeable. It happened one day, 
that a subject was started, on which they had before 
warmly controverted each other's notions, but now Mr. 
Stanyan entirely acquiesced in Addison's opinion, 
without offering one word in defence of bis own. Ad- 
dison was displeased, and said, with considerable emo- 
tion, * Sir, either contradict me, or pay me my mo- 
ney.' 

5. A poetaster brought Addison one of his composi- 
tions, and begged his opinion of it. It was a copy of 
▼ery indifferent verses, and they appeared the worse, 
because be had prefixed to them several lines from Ho- 
mer, and thus exposed them to a very disadvantageous 
contrast. Addison with great warmth struck out the 
lines from Homer ; and when the surprised poetaster 
asked the reason : ' Do you not recollect,' said Addi • 
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son, ^ the Roman emperor, whose statues appeared' to 
him very ridiculous when they were placed near those 
of the gods V 

6. On Lady Manchester aX Parts. 

While haughty Gallia's dames, that spread 
O'er their pale cheeks an arttul red. 
Beheld this beauteous stranger there, 
In native charms divinely fair. 
Confusion in their looks they show'd, 
And with unborrow'd blushes glow'd. 

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS. 

7. In less than a year he overran the greatest part of 
Germany, and surmounted every obstacle opposed to 
his arms. When he was besieging Ingolstadt, bis horse 
was killed under him by a cannon ball. To an officer 
^ho ran to remount him, he coolly said, ' I have had 
a narrow escape*-but perhaps the pear is not yet ripe.* 

8. Upon a similar occasion^ his chancellor entreated 
him not to risk his life so often. Gustavus said to him 
with warmth, ' You are always too cold ; and you stop 
my progress.' * True, sire, said the chancellor, 'I 
confess I am cold ; but if 1 did not sometimes throw a 
little of my ice into your fire, you would be burnt te 
ashes/ 

9. Sir Henry Vane, who was suspected to have been 
bribed by the court of Madrid, pressed Gustavus in a 
vehement manner to adopt certain measures. To get 
rid of his importunity, he said to Sir Henry, | Sir, I do 
not understand your language, you talk Spanish,^ 

AGESILAUS. 

This renowned king of Sparta did honour to the 
rigid institutions of his country. Mean in person, but 
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exalted in mind, he was successful in his piihlic con- 
duct, and amiable in private life. 

10. When Agesilaus heard any persons praised or 
censured, he remarked, that it was as necessary to 
know the characters of the speakers, as the characters 
of those who were the subjects of their opinions. 

11. A friend asked him, how true glory was to be 
acquired. He answered, '^ By contempt of death.'' 

12. When he was asked, if he was desirous to hear 
a man famous for imitating the notes of the nightin|;ale, 
be declined the offer, saying, '4 have heard the night- 
ingale hei-self." 

.13. He was asked, ** What ought children to be 
taught ?" His answer was, " they ought to learn tiiat 
which it will be proper for them to practise when they 
reach mature age." 

What is this, but the most concise and the most ex- 
cellent description that ever was given of a right edu- 
cation ? 

14. To*a person applauding the happiness of the 
Persian king, who was veiy young, he said, " Priam 
was happy at his age." 

15. Being once asked which virtue was superior, 
Fortitude or Justice : he answered, '* Were all men 
Just, there would be no occasion for Fortitude." 

16. "Inform me," said a friend to him, "of the 
means to establish a high reputation." His answer 
was, " Speak well, and act better." 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

No hero, makes so distinguished a figure in ancient 
history as Alexander the Great. His courage was un- 
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daunted,. his ambition boundless, his friendship ardent, 
his taste refined ; and, what is very extraordinaiy, be 
appears to have conversed with the same fire and spir- 
it with which he fought. 

17. Philip, his father, knowii^ him to be very swift^ 
ivished him to run for the prize at the Olympic Games. 
'* I would comply with your request," said Alexander, 
*' if kings were to be my competitors." 

18. When Alexander made a libation to the heroes 
Kvho fought in the Trojan waj, he placed a crown of 
gold upon the tomb of Achilles ; saying, that Achilles 
was the most fortunate man in the world ; for while he 
lived, Patroclus was his friend ; and when dead, Ho* 
mer perpetuated his memory. 

19. Alexander went to Delphi to consult the oracle 
there, wishing to know what success was likely to at- 
tend the projects of his vast ambition. The priestess 
pretended that it was not lawful for him to consult her 
at that time, and refused to enter the temple. Alex- 
ander, impetuous and impatient, seized ner by the 
arm ; and as he led her in by force, she cried, " Ab 
my son, no one can resist you." *' I want no more," 
exclaimed Alexander, '' tiiis oracle is sufficient." 

20. When be passed into Asia to attack Darius, he 
made rich presents to his general officers, insomuch 
that Parmenio asked him, ''Sir, what doyeu keep for 
yourself?" His reply was, ** hope." 

S 1 . After the battle of Issus, the complete rout of the 
Persian army put Alexander in possession of the camp 
of Darius, in which were his mother, wife, and children. 
A rumour had been spread that Darius was slain, and 
this threw all the captive royal family into the deepest 
affliction. Alexander, anxious to inform them that this 
report was false, and wishing to give them comfort, 
paid them a visit. As he entered the tent of Darius, 
IlephsstioD, his most intimate friend who was very 

2* 
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faandsome, and rather taller than Alexander, was close 
by his side. As soon as they approached, the queen- 
mother, who had fallen prostrate, raised up her head, 
and addressed herself to Hepbaestion, supposing him to 
be Alexander. The attendants telling her of her mis- 
take, she was much embarrassed, and began to make 
many apologies. Alexander allowed her not to pro- 
ceed, but raised her up, and in the most gracious man- 
ner said. ** It is of no importance, madam, for he too 
is Alexander." 

Which of the two (says Valerins Maximus, from 
whose work this anecdote is taken) should we first con- 
gratulate ; him who had the disposition to make such a 
speech, or him who had the felicity to hear it spoken 
of himself ? 

22. When he was dying, his attendants asked him 
where his treasures were deposited. His answer was, 
** In the hands of my friends." 

ALFRED THE GREAT. 

The most humane, as well as the most intrepid of 
monarchs. Such were his genius and his attainments, 
that, had he not been a sovereign,'be would have been 
justly celebrated as a grammarian, a rhetorician, a 
philosopher, a musician, and an architect. 

23. Harassed by the invasions of the barbarous 
Danes, he found a place of refuge in the isle of Athel- 
ney, in Somersetshire, and there he was reduced to 
great extremities. A pilgrim found him out, and re- 
quested alms. The queen informed Alfred that they 
had only one small loaf remaining, which was insufii- 
cient for themselves and the friends who were gone in 
quest of fish and other necessaries, though with small 
hopes of success. ** Give the poor man one half of 
the loa^" said the king : '' he that could feed five 
thousand men with five loaves and two fishes, can cer- 
tainljr make the remaining half of the loaf more than 
sufficient for our necessities." 
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The pilgrim was relieved ; and the king's friends 
returned soon after, with an unexpectedly ample sup- 
ply of provisions. 

AMBASSADORS. 

25. An Italian prince, remarkable for pride and ill- 
humour, once walking to the window of his presence- 
chamber with a foreign ambassador, said to him, ** Do 
you know, sir, that one of my ancestors forced a person 
of your description from this balcony into the street ?" 
•' It might be so," was the reply, " but probably it 
was not the fashion then, as it is now, for ambassadors 
to wear swords." 

S5. A noble lord took leave of Louis XIV. just be- 
fore he went as ambassador to a foreign court. *' The 
most material injunction I lay upon you," said the king, 
*' is, that you pursue a line of conduct directly oppo- 
site to that ot your predecessor." " Sure," replied 
the noble lord, " you may depend upon my acting in 
such a manner, as to make it perfectly unnecessary to 
give the same instructions to my successor." 

26. A Spanish ambassador boasted of the great mili- 
tary power of his master, to Henry IV. of France. — 
The king, thinking to put to the haughty Don to si- 
lence, said, with his usual vivacity. Great as you 
may think your master's power to stop the progress of 
my arms, it the whim should take me, I will breakfast 
at Milan, bear mass at Rome, and dine at Naples." 
'^Sir," replied the ambassador with a significant sneer, 
*^ if you can travel so fast, you may chance to finish the 
4ay by hearing vespers in Sicily ?" 

FATHER AMBROSE. 

27. He was a pious and learned Capuchin. He was 
conscious of his excessive self-love, his excessive deli- 
cacy, and his excessive desire of fame. An adherrence 
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to the piecepts of Christianity cured him of all these 
faulls. To Dis^ natural pride he opposed the humility 
of the Gospel. " It is self-love," said he, " that cor- 
rupts our virtues and destroys our happiness. Of a 
hundred things that wound us in our intercourse with 
society, ninety-nine were, never meant to give offence. 
But pride puts the worst construction upon the conduct 
of others. Let it take all things as it will, I am deter- 
mined to suffer all. Should ray enemy even spit in my 
face, have i not a handkerchief to wipe it ?" 

ANACHARSIS. 

The Athenians presented the freedom of their city 
to this sagacious and enlightened Scythian, the only 
honour of the kind ever conferred upon a foreigner. 
He deserved the compliment ; for he was so great an 
admfrer of the laws and arts of Greece, that he en- 
deavoured to introduce them into his own countiy ; 
this rash attempt, however, cost him his life. 

28. He said, '^ The vine produces three sorts of 
grapes : the first, of pleasure ; the second, of intoxi- 
cation ; and the third, of repentance." 

29. ^^ The sight of a man intoxicated, gives the best 
lesson of sobriety." 

30. " Laws are like spiders' webs, which entangle 
flies, but cannot retain larger creature^." 

81. A coxcomb, who had nothing else to boast but 
his being a native of Greece, viewing Anacharsjs with 
eyes of contempt, reproached him with the barba- 
rous state of Scythia. '* I confess," said Anacharsis, 
*' I have some reason to be ashamed of my country ; 
but has your countiy no reason to be ashamed of you ?" 

This question of the philosopher is applicable to 
those narrow-minded men who traduce foreigtc^, 
without examining their pretension to notice and re- 
spect, and who are ignorant that virtue and merit are 
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not limited by degrees of longitude, but may be the 
fruits of every soil, without distinction, from Russia to 
Peru. 

MARQUIS ST. ANDRE. 

32. The marquis applied to Louvois, the war min- 
ister under Louis XIV., for a small place then vacant. 
Louvois having received some complaints against the 
marquis, refused to comply. The marquis, somewhat 
nettled, rather hastily said, " If I were to enter again 
irito the service, I know what I would do." " And 
pray what would you do ?" retorted the minister in a 
furious tone. " I would take care," replied St. Andre, 
who had now recollected himself, ** to behave in such 
a manner that your excellency should have nothing to 
reproach me with. Louvois, agreeably surprised at 
his reply, immediately granted his request. 

MICHAEL ANGELO. 

He united the various talents of a sublime painter, 
sculptor, and architect. His/orte as a painter was dis- 
played in his grand designs and his anatomical skill ; 
his finest specimens of sculpture were a Cupid and a 
Bacchus^ executed in the perfect style of the antique ; 
and the church of St. Peter at Rome stands an unri- 
valled monument of bis skill as an architect. No ar- 
tist was ever more honoured while living, or revered 
when dead. 

33. Solitude had many charms for him. Retired 
completely from the world, he formed those sublime 
conceptions, which astonish mankind in his sculpture 
and painting. He said, * Painting is a veiy jealous 
lady, who endures no rival to share my a£fections.* He 
was asked why be did not marry. He said, * Paint- 
ing is my wife, and my works are my children.' 

34. His father, not being pleased with his great 
attachment to painting, used to seold, when h^ saw 
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him eni^aged in his darliog employ meDt. One day he 
threw himself into a violent rage. The enthusiastic 
son, instead of saying a word in answer to the old 
man's reproaches, fixed his eyes attentively upon him, 
and exclaimed. '' What an admirable subject for the 
pencil is my father in this fine passion !^' 

APELLES. 

3d. An artist showed him a Venus he had painted in 
a superb dress, and asked him, with an air of self- 
conceit, to give his opinion of the picture, '^ My opin- 
ion," said Apelles, ^' is, that you could not make your 
Venus beautiful, and so you have made her gaudy." 

ARIOSTO. 

36. This great poet built himself a small and plain 
house at Ferrara, and adjoining to it was a little gar- 
den, where be usually walked and composed his ver- 
ses. He was asked why he did not build a more 
splendid residence, since he had so beautifully de- 
scribed in his Orlando Furioso many laige palaces, 
fine porticos, and pleasant fountains. His reply was, 
** It IS much more easy to collect words than stones." 

In the front of bis house was this inscription, which, 
though concise, w«ll expressed the G^entiments of con- 
tentment and independence : 

Parva ted apta mihi^ sed nulli obnozia^ sad non 
Sordida parta meo i9d tamen (sre, domus, 

*^ This cot, both small and neat, 's desiga'd 
To speak its master's humble mind ; 
*Twas purchased at his own expence. 
And gives to neighbours no offence.'* 
v. 
The emperor Charles V. crowned Ariosto with lau- 
rels, the year before he died, as a token of honour, 
and a presage of the perennial fame of his poems. 
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ARISTIDES. 

He was surnamed the JusU and his whole conduct 
corresponded with this glorious epithet. 

37. lie sat as jud^e in a cause when the plaintiff, to 
prejudice Aristides in his favour, began with saying, 
that the defendant always acted in opposition to Aris- 
tides. Aristides interrupted him, and said, '" My 
friend, you forget yourself : state your case ; for it is 
your cause I am to try, and not my own." 

ARISTIPPUS. 

The character of Aristippus was inconsistent with 
the seclusion and the gravity of a philosopher ; for he 
was a courtier, a wit, and; a man of pleasure. Yet 
that his desires were under the control of reason, and 
that he could enjoy or reject pleasure with equal in- 
difference, the following anecdote will show. 

38. Dionysius the Tyrant solicited Aristippus to 
choose one of three veiy beautiful women. He re- 
tained them all, saying, that Paris had acted wrong by 
presuming to give'a preference to one of three god- 
desses, but when be had conducted the ladies as far 
as his own door, he dismissed them all, saying, '* Phi- 
losophers know bow to practise, as well as teach, 
self-command." 

39. Diogenes, washing some cabbages, and seeing 
Aristippus approach, said, *' If you knew bow- 'toj' 
live upon cabbages, ^ou would not pay court tokii|PS.^'' 
** And if you," replied Aristippus, " knew bow to live 
with kings, you would not wash cabbages." 

40. With peculiar felicity of allusion, he compared 
those who deserted the study of philosophy for other 
pursuits, to those lovers of Penelope who, instead of 
courting the mistress, degraded themselves by court- 
ing her maid servants. 
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41. A person expressed surprise to him, that philo- 
sophers went always to princes, and not princes to phi- 
losophers. *' Do you not observe," said be, " that 
it is usual for physicians to resort to the houses of 
their patients ? 



42. A miser objected to him his luxurious table. — 




penny 

" Th^," said Aristippus, " I ©nly give to luxuiy, 
what you give to avarice." 

ARISTON. 

43. A CERTAIN Athenian pronounced an oration in 
praise of some of his countrymen who had fallen in a 
battle in which the Spartans were victorious. ** If 
your countiymen," said Ariston, one of the kings of 
Sparta, to him, " were so praiseworthy, what say you 
of us who beat them ?" 

ARISTOTLE. 

44. This chief of the antient philosophers, being 
reproached for giving money to a bad man who was 
in want, answered with his usual accuracy of distinc^ 
tion, '' I did not give to the man, but to Humanity.'^ 

45. Being asked how friends are to be treated, he 
answered, ** As we would wish them to treat us." 

46. At the close of life he was requested by bis 
scholars to nominate a successor. Theophrastus of 
Lesbos and Menedemus of Rhodes were candidates for 
this honour. Aristotle ordered two bottles of wine to 
be brought to him, the one from Rhodes, the otbei 
from Lesbos. ^* These wines," said he, *' are both 
very excellent, but that of Lesbos suits my palate the 
best." He intended by this trait of delicacy and po- 
liteness to give the preference to Theophrastus. 
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PIOVANO ARLOTTO. 

Hb was a native of Tuscany, and Nourished in the 
fourteenth century. When only a poor curate, bis 
humble condition did not depress his vivacity, ifor 
check the sallies of his wit ana humour. 

47. As he was once preparing to go a journey, sev« 
eral of his friends requested him to make purchases 
for them in the town to which he was going ; but all, 
except one, neglected to supply him with money for 
the puipose. He only executed the comoAission of 
this one : so that on his return, the others called upon 
him, ana reproached him for his inattention to their 
wishes. *' You must know, my friends," said Arlotto, 
*' that in the course of my ioumey, I came to the side 
of a river, and there 1 took out the papers that con- 
tained your commissions, to look them over ; on a sud- 
den a gust of wind arose, and carried all the papers 
down tne stream, except one, which, as it had money 
in it was too heavy to be blown away.'* 

AUGUSTUS. 

48. Amba^adors came from Saragossa to inform 
Augustus, that a palm-tree was growing upon the al- 
tar which they had raised to his nonour in that place. 
" This is a proof," said he, " how often you burn sa- 
crifices to me there." 

49. Augustus, hearing that Alexander the Great, 
after conquering a lar^e part of the world, was at a 
loss how to employ himself, expressed his astonish- 
ment. " Could Alexander," said he, " be ignorant, 
that to conquer countries is a matter of much less la- 
bour than to govern them weU." 

60. He was told of an extravagant Roman knight 
iwbohad wasted all his property. When his goods 
were sold by auction, Augustus commissioned a per- 

3 
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son to bid for his pillow. Beiii^ asked wh j be wish- 
ed to bave tbis article of furniture in particular, he 
replied, ** Such a pillow must be very desirable, up- 
on which a man so deep in debt could sleep soundly." 

51. He gave an admirable example how a person 
who sends a challenge ought to be treated. When Mark 
Antony, after the battle of Actium, sent him a chal- 
lenge, his answer to the messenger who brought it^ 
was, " Tell Mark Antony, if he be weary of life, 
there are other ways of despatoh : I shall not there- 
fore take the trouble to be his executioner." 

52. A simple youth coming to Rome from the coun- 
try, was observed to resemble Augustus so much, that 
it was the subject of general conversation. The em- 
peror ordered him to appear at court, and inquired of 
him, if his mother had ever been in Rome ? *' No," 
answered the youth, ** but my father has." 

53. A Roman presented a petition to Augustus in a 
timid manner, and with a trembling hand. ** This 
man," said Augustus, *' behaves as if he was offering a 
piece of money to an elephant." 

54. As Augustus was pleased with the company of 
Vii^il and Horace, he invited them frequently to bis 
table, and used to seat himself between the two poets. 
Virgil was asthmatic, and Horace had weak eyes. The 
emperor said jocosely, in allusion to his situation be- 
tween these two invalids, 

'* Here I am, between sighs and tears." 

FRIAR BACON. 

Roger Bacon, a Franciscan friar, was the bright 
star of philosophy that shone in the dark hemisphere 
of the thirteenth century. On account of his great 
proficiency in mathematics and chemistry, he was re- 
puted a magician. He undertook the composition of 
gunpowder, the structure of the air pump, and of tele* 



FLOWERS or WIT. 31 

scopes. That be sometimes recreated himself by 
blending facetious pranks with his scientific pursuits, 
appears from the following anecdote, recorded by An- 
tony Wood. 

55. *' Once upon a time, several scholars of Cam- 
bridge came to dispute with the scholars of Oxford, 
with fair promises to themselves of returning conquer- 
ors ; the which Friar Bacon hearing, feigned himself 
a thatcher, and when he was upon a house at Oxford's 
town's end, he, upon the approach of the Cantabrigi* 
ans, came down to meet them, and drawing near to 
them, one of the Cantabs said to him, Rustice, quid 
qwKTis ? Bacon, the thatcher, answered, Ut mecum 
verci^eris. Then quoth another of the Cambridge 
scholars, VertificaXor tu ? Bacon answered, Melior non 
solis ah ortu ? Whereupon the Cantabrigians, seeing 
that Oxford thatchers were so good versi^ers, and 
being more afraid of the scholars themselves, return- 
ed to Cambridge re infectaJ^' 
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SIR NICHOLAS BACON. 

56. QjUEEN Elizabeth made him lord chancellor 
and secretary of state. The queen, when she visited 
him at Hertford, said, ^* This house is too small for a 
roan like you." " Madam," replied the chancellor, 
*' it is your majesty's fault, for you have made me too 
laiige ior my house." 

57. He proved how well he could apply his po- 
liteness to making an apology. When he was newly 
made lord keeper, he was in Gray's-inn Walks witb 
Sir Walter Kaleieh : and a person came and told him 
that the earl of £xeter was above. He still continued 
to walk a good while. At last, when he came up, the 
earl of Exeter met him, and said, *' My lord, I tiave 
made a great venture, to come up so high stairs, be- 
ing a gouty man." The lord keeper answered, *' Par- 
don me, my lord, I have made the greatest venture of 
all ; for I have ventured upon your patience." 
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LORD BACON. 

iNliia official conduct, as lord hifh chancellor, he 
was culpable rather for his misplaced confidence tbao 
his peculation. It is probable, that be allowed his 
officers to accept presents, but it is not clear that he 
ever topk any himself. New ei^eidence of his integ'- 
rity has lately been furnished by the publication of 
the papers of John Aubrey, the Oxford antiquarian ; 
from them it appears that one of his servants acquired 
an estate of a thousand a year, and that others kept 
their coaches. 

Lord Bacon was the g^at projector of a plan for 
conducting the researches of philosophy upon the 
most accurate, certain, and comprehensive principles. 
He proposed to substitute experiments for theories, and 
laid the foundation of a solid edifice of human know- 
ledge, which rises in due proportion and regular order 
from earth to heaven. What a vast extent of investi- 
gation his comprehensive mind embraced, may be as- 
certained by the study of his three principal works, his 
Advancement of Learnings De Augrnentis Seientiarum, 
and JSTovum Organum. m^nj proofs may be brought 
to show how well the mode he recommends has since 
succeeded, and how fruitful it has been in new discov- 
eries. Newton applied it with wonderful success to th« 
science of optics ; and the additions it has made to 
real knowledge in natural histoir, botany, mmeralogy, 
chemistiy, and geology, are sumcientljr evinced by the 
works of Boyle, Buffbn, Linnsus, Lavoisier, Fourcroy, 
De Lisle, Priestley, Black, and de Luc. 

58. Lord Bacon was not hasty to raise theories, 
but proceeded slowly by experiments. He was wont 
to say to some philosophers who would not go his 
pace, ^' Gentlemen, nature is a labyrinth, in which the 
very haste you move with, will make you lose your 
way.'* 

59. He selected the most apt illustrations, when he 
marked the distinctions between the various pursuits 
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ot philosophers. He said, the empirical philosophers 
are like to pismires ; they lay up and use their store. 
The rationalists are like the spiders ; the^ spin all 
out of their own bowels. But give me a philosopher, 
who like the bee, hath a middle faculty, gathering 
from abroad, but digesting that which is gathered by 
his. own virtue." 

60. He gave early proofs of extraordinary talents. 
When he was a little boy, queen Elizabeth asked him, 
how old he was ? He replied, '' Madam, I was two 
years old when you began your happy reign." 

61. He was wont to say of a passionate man, who 
suppressed his an^er, '' that he thought worse than he 
spoke ; and he said of an an&^ry man, who vented his 
passion in words, *' That he spoke worse than he 
thought." 

62. Qjueen Elizabeth being much enrased against 
Dr. Hay ward, author of the Life of Henry the Fourth, 
had ordered her law officers to proceed against him, 
and, amongst others, inquired ofBacon, '' If there was 
not treason in the book ?" The witty lawyer readily 
answered, '^ No, madam, I cannot answer for there 
being treason in it, but I am certain it contains much 




63. At no time of life should a man give up the 
thoughts of enjoying the society of women. " In 
youth," says lord Bacon^ *' women are our mistresses, 
at a riper age our companions, in old age our nurses, 
and in all ages our friends." 

64. He was asked by king James I. what he thought 
of Mr. Caderes. a very tall man who was sent on an 
embassy to the king of France. He said, ^' Very tall 

3* 
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men are like lofty houses, where the uppermost rooms 
are commonly the most meanly furnished." 

65. Gondomar, the Spanish ambassador, called up-, 
on lord Bacon after his disgrace ; and, intending^ to 
taunt him in his misfortunes, said, " My lord, I wish 
Tou a merry Easter." '* And to you, senor, replied 
lord Bacon. '* I wish a good passover ;" remindino^ 
him of his Jewish descent ; which was the most out- 
ting retort that could be made to a Spaniard. 

^ BALTAGI MAHOMET. 

66. This grand vizir, by his military stratagems, 
placed the czar Peter in the same situation oo the 
banks of the Pruth, to which the czar had reduced 
Charles Xlt. at Pultowa. From this perilous crisis of 
his affairs, he was extricated by the admirable address 
of his wife Catharine, who found means to prevail up- 
on the grand vizir to conclude a treaty of peace. 
When the treaty was signed, Charles XIl. arrived, im- 
patient for battle, exultii^ in the certainty of having 
his old enemy the czar in his power. The Swedish 
monarch being informed that the treaty had been just 
oonciuded, inflamed with disappointment and rage, flew 
to the tent of the grand vizir, and reproached him for 
what he had done. ^' I have the power," answered 
Baltagi, with a calm aspect, '' to make either peace or 
war ; and our law commands us to grant peace to our 
enemies, when they implore our mercy." " Does it 
command you," replied Charles in an angry tone, ** to 
make a weak and disadvantageous treaty, when you 
may impose what laws you please ? Had you not a line 
opportunity to conduct the czar a prisoner to Con- 
stantinople ?" " And who then," retorted the vizir 
with sarcastic dryness, alluding to Charles having 
been so lon^ absent from Sweden, " could govern bis 
empire in his absence ? It is not fit that all sovereig»( 
should leave their dominions." 
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FRANCIS BASSEMPIERRE, 

67. A GENERAL of the Swiss guards in the service 
of Louis XIII. He indulged his wit at the expence 
3f his liberty, for he waa confined in the Bastile for his 
caustic speeches. He passed bi» time in prison in 
reading and writing. One day, as he was busily turn- 
ing over the leaves of the Bible, a friend asked him, 
'* What he was lookine for ?" A passage, said he, 
'* which I cannot find. This passage was the wav 
out of prison. When he was liberated, Louis XIIL 
asked him his age. and he reported himself to be no 
more than fifly. The king seeming surprised, ** Sire,' 
he answered, " I deduct ten years passed in the Bas- 
tile, because I did not employ them in your service.'^ 

How happily was this allusion to his confinemeot. 
converted into aa elegant compliment ! . j/ 

BAYLE. 

68. His Critical Dictionary is an immense reposito^ 
ry of facts and opinions. The power which he boldly 
exercised of assembling doubts and.objections, tempt' 
ed himMocosely to take the title of the " cloud-com- 
pelling Jove ;" and in a c(Hiversation with the ingen- 
ious Abbe de Polig^c, he freely disclosed his univer- 
sal Pyrrhonism. *' I am roost truly," said Bayle, a 
protMant, for I protest indifferently against allsystems^ 
and all sects." 

69. He pronounced one of the most severe strictures 
on the fair sex. He was asked if women could keep 
a secret. '' There is one secret," said he, '* and that 
is the only one they can keep, — their age. 

70. " If Bayle," said Voltaire, ** could have foreseen 
in how high esteem his Dictionaiy would beheld, he 
would have made it more useful by omitting the lives 
of obscure men, and hj inserting more of those that 
were eminent. Des Maiseaux has writteA the Life of 



I 



36 FLOW£RS OF WIT. 

Bayle in a bulky volume, it ought not to hare exceed- 
ed half a dozen pages. The lite of a sedentary author 
is contained in his writings." 

WHAT IS BEAUTY ? 

How various, and even opposite^ are the nottoDs 
which the natives of difierent countries entertain of 
personal beauty ! Yet there can be no doubt that 
the expression of the soft emotions of benevolence, 
pity, and love, as shown in the female face, is pleasir^ 
to all the world. The different opinions of beauty en- 
tertained in various countries, relate to colour and to 
form ; and these opinions arise from national customs, 
or certain prejudices widely extended, which alter the 
natural taste. In China, tne chief beauty of women is 
thought to consist in the smallness of their feet : as 
soon as girls are bom, the nurses confine their feet 
with the tightest ligatures, to prevent their growth. 
The women of Arabia colour their eye-brows with a 
black powder, and draw a black line under their eyes, 
to make them appear more prominent and expressive. 

71. In the time of the old Court, the faces of the Pa- 
risian ladies were spotted with patches, and plastered 
with rouge. Lord Chesterfield, when at Paris, was ask- 
ed by Voltaire, if he did not think some French ladies 
then in company, whose cheeks were fashionably tint- 
ed, very beautiful. " Excuse me," said lord Chester- 
field, **' from giving an opinion — for i am no judge of 
paintings" 

72. A well-looking Englishman, as he was travelling 
among the alps, attracted much notice ; but the natives 
thought his person deficient in one important point, 
whicn they nattered themselves was a local beauty. 
" How completely handsome," they said, ** this Eng- 
lishman would be, if ^he had, like us, a swellings un- 
der his throat !" 
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BIAS. 

73. Hs was one of the seveo wise men of Greece. 
I^hen the city of Priene, his native place, was be- 
iieged, and every inhabitant hastened to carry away 
[lis most valuable effects, some one asked Bias, why 
be retired with empty hands. ** I carry," said he, 
* all my property with roe." By this speech he 
meant to imply, that virtue and knowledge, the riches 
>f the mind, were the only thipg;8 deserving the name 
of property. 

ROBERT BIGOD, EARL OF NOR- 

FOLK. 

74. When Edward I. kiQg of England, commanded 
several of his lords to go to the wars in France, they 
all made apologies to excuse themselves. They rep- 
resented they were not obliged to go to war out of 
their own country, unless his majes^ went in person ; 
in that case, they would attend him, but not otherwise. 
Whereupon the king, in a great rage, said to Robert 
Bieod, earl of Norfolk : " By God, sir earl, you shall 
either go, or bang." "By God, sir king," was the 
answer, "I will neither go nor bang." And so he 
went away without leave, assembled many noblemen 
and other friends, and stood in his own defence ; and 
the king, like a prudent prince, who knew his times, 
insisted no more upon that matter. 

THE CALIPH BILLAH. 

75. A SATIRIST had written some very bitter verses 
reflecting upon the conduct of the grand vizir of Bil- 
lah, the second caliph of the race oftbe Fatamites in 
Egypt ; and he baa the audacity to apply the lash of 
bis censure even to the calii>h himself. The vizir in 
a great rage complained to bis master, i and demanded 
the instant and rigorous punishment of the satirist. 
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The caliph read the verses with great composure, and 
said, ^' Abate your resentment, pardon the culprit ; and 
as I share the injury with you, it is my desire that you 
share with me the merit of my forgiveness." 

BOILEAU THE POET. 

76. A MAN of plain good sense, but totally unacquaint- 
ed with literature, said once in the presence ofBoileau, 
that he had rather be able to n^ake a wig than to make 
a poem ; adding, " What is the use of poetry, and 
what end does it answer ?" '*This very circumstance," 
replied Boileau, '^ raises m^ admiration of poetry, 
that having nothing useful in it, it is nevertheless the 
delight of all men.'^' 

77. He used to say that the best epigrams originat- 
ed in conversation ; and of all his own he gave the 
preference to the following : 

Ci git mafemmey ah qu'elU est Men , 
Pour stm repoSf et pour le mien ! 

^' Here lies my wife, and heaven koows, 
Not less ibr mine, than her repose !*^ 

78. When he had published a new work, and his 
friends came and told him that the critics spoke veiy 
severely of it : " So much the better," said he, " for 
they never speak at all of bad works." 

79. *' What is the reason,'' asked a friend, " that 
you are so very punctual in keeping your dinner en- 
gagements ?" ^^ I am so," said Boileau, " by way of 
prevention. The time persons wait for you at dinner 
IS generally employed either in enlaiging upon the 
faults you have, or imputing to you those you have not." 

80. Boileau was one day visited by a nobleman, a 
great lounger, who reproached him with not having 
returned his first visit. " You, and I," said Boileau. 
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*^ meet upon unequal terms. I lose my tillie when I 
pay a visit, you only get rid of yours when you do so.'* 
Vet when Afena^e called upon him one day, and on 
finding him at his studies, begged his pardon for in- 
terrupting him, Boileau replied, '' Sir, one man of let- 
ters can never interrupt another.'' 

THE ABBE BOILEAU. 

81. The great Condd, on entering the city of Sens, 
was complimented with an oration by the abb^ Boileau, 
brother to the poet, then dean of the cathedral, attend- 
ed by the clergy. The great Cond^ leaned forward, 
as it to hear tne orator more distinctly, but in fact it 
was his intention to put him out of countenance. The 
abb^ aware of his design, pretended to be greatly agi- 
tated, and began his speech with evident embarrass- 
ment. '* Your highness," said he, " must not be sur- 
prised to see me so nervous and so much agitated on 
appearing before you, at the head of.'these inoffensive 
ecclesiastics, for if I was now facing you at the head of 
a large army, I should tremble much more than I do." 
The prince was so much pleased with the abb^ for his 
address, that he invited him to dinner. 

QUEEN ANNE BOLEYN. 

82. As queen Anne, wife of Henry VIII. and moth- 
er of queen Elizabeth, was going to be beheaded in 
the Tower, seeing a gentleman there of the king's 
privy chamber, she called him to her, and with a 
cheerful countenance, and a soul undaunted at ap- 
proachii^ death, said to him, '* Remember me to the 
king, and tell him he is constant in advancing me to 
the greatest honours. From a private gentlewoman he 
made me a marchioness ; from that degree made me 
a queen ; and now, because he can raise me no higher 
in this world, he is translating me to heaven, to wear 
a crown of martyrdom in eternal glory." 
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BISHOT BONNER. 

83. Henry VIII. having quarrelled with Francis l, 
resolved to send an ambassador to deliver a message 
to the French monarch in the most menacing teim^ 
and appointed bishop Bonner to execute the commis- 
sion. The bishop told the kinff, that his embassy 
would cost him his life. *' Should Francis," said the 
enraged Henry, '^ dare to make such a sacrifice of yotL 
my representative, I will instantly cut off the keads oE 
all the Frenchmen in my dominions." ** So you maj, 
sir," replied the bishop ; '^ but I fear that there ii 
not one of them that will fit my shoulders.*' 

BOSSUET. 

He was bishop ofMeaux, preceptor to the Daupfaia, 
the son of Louis XIV. Pious, eloquent, and sublime, 
foe wrote many excellent works ; but his Funeral Ora- 
tions, and his Discourse on Universal Histoiy, are tbe 
main pillars of his literary fame. 

84. Louis XIV; used to consult him upon ' yarioa 
occasions. One day the king said, as he entered his 
apartment, " We are talkii^ of dramatic entertain* 
ments : what is your opinion of them " " Sire," said 
he, *^ there are great precedents in their &vour, bot 
invincible objections against them." 

85. Vfbenever he had a funeral sermon to compose, 
he read Homer Jn the original Greek. This studj 
raised his style to the due elevation of the subject 
" I light my lamp," said he, " with the rays of the 
sun." 

THE DUKE OF BOURBON. . 

86. The duke of Bourbon, general of the army of 
of Charles V.. received his death wound in the assault 
of the city of Home. Some of the soldiers, passing 
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near the place where he was stretched upon the ground 
nearly expiring, asked each other if it was true that the 
duke was dead. He hearing their inquiries, and wish- 
ing not to discourage them, exclaimed, *' Bourbon is 
gone forward !" 

TOM BROWN. 

87. Tqm Brown, having once asked a man how he 
contrived to live in these bard tinaes, was answered, 
** I live, as I believe you do, master Brown, by my 
wits:" ** 'Faith," replied Brown, '*you must be a 
much more able trader than 1 ever toought you, to 
carry on business and thrive upon so small a capital." 

LE BRUN. 

88. He possessed in a great degree, that warm ima- 
gination and enthusiasm wich stimulate the efforts and 
increase the raptures of an artist. Some one said in 
his presence, of bis well-known picture of the Mag- 
dalen, That the contrite beautiful penitent was really 
weeping. '* That," said he, *' is all perhaps that you 

can j>erceive : I hear her sigh," 

« 

BUCHANAN. 

89. " The famous poet Buchanan, in his travels, was 
taken bold of b}r some ot the pope's inquisitors, who 
by bis free writing suspected his religion ; but he, t^ 
acquit himself, wrote unto his holiness this distichon : 

Lata hta^ rum tuafraut^ virtw non copia rerum, 
Scandere te fecit hue deew eximium. 

For which encomium he was set at liberty ; and bein|^ 
gone out of the pope's jurisdiction, he sent to his holi- 
ness, and desired according to his own true meaning, to 
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read the self-same ^enes l>ackward) whkb ivere 
tbese: 

Eximiwn denu h»efeeit te teandere retwn 
Copia nan vtrtw^fraut /uo, non iua lau»J*' 

BUD^US. 

I 

Me was esteemed one of the most learned men id 
France in the sixteenth century. He was a man of 
family and f^tune ; by a singular transition of pursuits, 
from a g^amester and a sportsman he became a bard stu- 
dent ami a prolific author. His progress in the learned 
languages was astonish in?ly rapicT: although, as he 
said of himself, he was both self-taught and late taught, 
▼et his works prove the soundness of his erudition. 
His application was intense ; bis book was the magnet 
that attracted all bis faculties. 

90. He was engaged in deep study in his library, 
when a servant came running to him in a great fright, 
to tell him the house was on fire. ^ Go," said he, 
with perfect calmness, and hardly raising his eyes 
from his book, ^' and inform your mistress ; 'tis 
her concern, you know I never interfere in domestic 
matters/' 

91. Francis the First took great delight in his com- 
pany, gave him a pension, and appointed him master 
of the requests, a considerable office in the parliament 
of Paris. Budseus accompanied Francis the First in 
his splendid interview with 'Henry Vlll., near Ardres. 
Francis asked him one day, ** Suppose all books were 

. ordered to be burnt, whose works would you wish to 
save from the flair.es ?'* " The works ot Plutarch,*' 
he r<*pHed ; " for they contain the elements of every 
thing that is known." 
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EDMUND BURKE- 

92. Dr. Johnson said of bim, ^* That vou could 
not stand five minutes with him beneath a shed while 
it rained, but you must be convinced you had been talk* 
iog with the greatest man you had ever seen^*' 

93. Dr. Robertson observed, That Johnson^s jokes 
were the rebukes of the righteous, described in scrip- 
ture as beinff like excellent oil. *' Yes,*' exclaimed 
Burke, " oil of vitriol r 

94. As he was declaiming with great animatioD 
against Hastings, he was interrupted by iitlle Major 
Scott. *' Am f," said he indignantly » *' to be teased 
by the barkiiifir of this iackal, while I am attacking the 
royal tiger of Bengal ?" 

95. When he made his famous motion in the house 
of commons for the impeachment of Mr- Hastings, 
he adverted to the tyrannical and cruel measures 
exercised by several of the governors of India ; and 
said, " They not only made a monopoly of rice, which 
brought on a famine in Hindostaxi, but deprived the 
the wretched natives of the verv opium which would 
have enabled them to foiget both their oppressions and 
their oppressors." 

96. In speaking against Lord North, h^ quoted the 
Latin ada^e, Magnum vectigal est parsimonia, and 
made a fal^e quantity. Lord North corrected him. 
Mr. Burke congratulated the house of commons on the 
progress the noble lord was making in knowledge, and 
said, '* There was now some hope of his proceeding 
from sound to sense.^* 

97. There never was a stronger contrast between 
two candidates upon the hustings than between Mr. 
Burke and Mr. Cruger, at a Bristol election. The 
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former tired his bearers with his prolix harangues : 
the only speech the latter made, if speech it could be 
called, was, ''1 say ditto to Mr. Burk^, I say ditto to 
Mr. Burke " 

'98. Burke^i Character of Howard. 

*^ His plan," said Burke, ** is original ; and it is as 
full of genius, as it is of humanity. He has visited all 
Europe, not to survey the sumptupusness of palaces, or 
the stateliness of temples ; not to make accurate meas- 
tirements of ancient granaeur, noi* to form a scale ot 
the curiosities of modem art ;^ not to collect medals, or 
to collate manuscripts ; but to dive into the depth oi 
dungeons, to plunge into the infection of hospitals, to 
survey the mansions of sorrow and pain ; to take the 
gauge and dimensions of misery, depression and con- 
tempt ; to remember the forgotten, to attend to the 
neefected, to visit the forsaken, and to compare and 
collate the distresses of all men in all countries." 

BISHOP BURNET. 

He is an entertaining, though a prolix historian. He 
was a man of inflexible principles ; for be refused the 
see of Chichester, offered him by Charles II., whose 
politics he disapproved, but accepted that of Salisbury 
from William ill., and declared for the toleration of 
the non-conformists. 

99. He was extravagantly fond of tobacco and writ- 
ing : to enjoy both at.the same time, be perforated the 
Isroad brim of his laige hat, and putting his long pipe 
through it, puffed and wrote, and wrote and puffed again. 
He was a remarkably absent man in company. He 
earnestly entreated the great John duke of Marlborough 
to allow him to meet prince Eugene at his table. 
'^Bishop," said the duke, ''you know how foigetful 
you are, will you be accurate ?" " Your grace may 
depend upon my caution." Prince Eugene observing 
the bishop at table, inquired of him, woether be was 
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ever at Paris ? ** Yes, and please jour highness,'^ said 
ibe bishop, "I was there in the very same year the 
princess ae Soissons was taken up on suspicion of pois- 
oning her husband/' Now it happened that this lady 
was the mother of prince £ugene i The bishop, re- 
collecting himself when too late, retired covered with 
confusion ; and it is superfluous to add, that neither 
the duke nor prince Eugene was anxious to recall him. 

100. Dining one day with Sarah duchess of Marlbo- 
rough, a lady not distinguished by the complacency cf 
her temper, soon after the duke's disgrace, the bishop 
compared this great general to Belisarius. ** But, 
said the duchess, '" how came it to pass, that such a 
man became at the close of life so miserable, and so 
universally deserted ?" ** I will tell you, madam," 
.said the bishop ; "it was because he had such a 
termagant fot his wife !" 

JULIUS CiKSAR. 

101* He was remarkable for presence of mind. 
When he made an expedition into Africa, as he was 
going on shore his foot slipped, and he fell down. This 
fall might have been looked upon by his soldiers as a 
bad omen ; so to make them suppose it a good one, 
he spread out his arms, and embraced the earth, say- 
ing, '' O Africa ! thus 1 hold thee fast." 

102. A soldier boasted to Julius Ctesar of the many 
wounds be had received in his face. Caesar, knowing 
him tf) be a coward, said to him, " The next time you 
run away, you had better take care how you look be- 
biod you.'^' 

R. O. CAMBRIDGE. 

103. The following translation of a passage in Boi- 
leau, was made by Mr. R. O. Cambridge, in the 85th 
year of his age. Its application to the ambitious ruler 

4* 
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of France, did great credit to the judgment of the 
veteran poet. 

Thus of Pyrrtms inquirM hif old tutor and frieDd ; 
These elephants, soldiers, and ships, to what end? 
Pyr, To a siege, for I've oft been invited to come, 

And with glory to conquer ail-conquering Rome. 
Tut, I agree, that great glory from thence would ensue, 

And 'tis worthy alone Alexander, or you. 

After such an exploit there's no more to be done. • 
Pyr. Yes... the countries that border on Rome must be woo. 
7\tl, Any more ? Pyr, DonH you see Syracuse is so near ^ 
Tat, Anj more f Pyr, Give me that, and to Carthage I steer. 
Tut, Now I see your'e resolv'd to be master of all. 

The near and the distant, the great end the small ; 

And I plainly perceive you will not be at rest. 

Till youVe tir'd all the East, when youVe conquered 
the West. 

So Egypt is yours ; your ambition then ranges. 

And bears you away to the Tigris, and Ganges ; 

But when crov^n'd with success, and with glory you 
tire us, 

Whafs left to be done when returnM to Epirus ? 
Pgr, Why to feast on good cheer, and good liquor to quafi^ 

And forgetting our labours, to sit down and laugh. 
Tut. Then why should we travel to Egypt or Rome r 

Who forbids us to* laugh without stirring from)iome? 

LORD CAMPDEN. 

104. He expressed himself in an unusual strain of 
eloquence upon the subject of literary property. "Glo- 
ry,'' said he, '' is the reward of science ; and those who 
deserve it, scorn all meaner views. It was not for 
gain that Bacon, Newtonf Milton, and Locl^, instructed 
and delighted the world. When the bookseller offered 
Milton five pounds for liis Paradise Lost, he did not 
Teject it, and commit his poem to the iSames ; nor did 
he accept the miserable pittance as the reward of his 
labour \. he knew, that the real price of his work wen 
imiporUAUy^ and Umt posterity would pay ii,^* 
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ARTHUR LORD CAPJiL. 

105. Lord Clarendon said of him, '* He was a 
man that whoever shall alter him deserve best of the 
English nation, he can never think himself undervalued, 
ivhenhe shall hear that his courage, virtue, and fidelity, 
are laid in the balance with, and compared to, that of 
the lord Capel." 

106. One of Lord CapePs sayings was, *' Sharp and 
bitter jests are blunted more by neglecting than by 
responding, except they be suddenly and wittily retort- 
ed ; but it is no imputation to a man's wisdom to use a 
silent 8Com.^^ 

CARISSIiMI. 

107. Carissihi, a famous composer of music, being 
praised for the ease and grace of his melodies, used to 
exclaim. Ah, questo facile qtianio e difficile / '*Ab, with 
what difficulty is this ease acquired !" 

CARNEADES. 

108. This philosopher said, '* Princes learn nothing 
well but riding ; for their tutors flatter them, and those 
who contend with them in games suffer themselves to 
be beaten ; but a horse knows not whether a prince or 
a peasant be on his back, and if his rider ttannot rule 
him, he throws him without ceremony.'' 

ANNIBAL CARRACHI. 

109. IN a company where Annibal Carrachi was 
present, great praises were bestowed upon the groupe 
of the Laocoon, one of the finest remaining specimens 
of ancient sculpture ; but this great painter said not a 
word upon the subject. As all the company expressed 
their astonishment at his silenee, he took up a pencil 
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and sketched the outlines of the Laocoon with such 
accuracy, as if the statue had been before his eyes, and 
thus gave it the highest proof of bis approbation. 
*' Poets," said he, paint with words^ and painters 
speak with the pencil. 

110. Annibal Carrachi censured the pictures of Jo- 
sephin, a rival artist, who, desirous to be revenged 
upon the critic, challenged him to fight with swords. 
Annit) il took a painting-brush, and showing it to the 
incensed Josephin, said with coolness, '^ 1 challenge 
you to fight with this weapon, and with this I mean to 
conquer you." 

MR. JOHN CARTER. 

111. Mr. V John Carter, the incumbent of Bramford 
in Suffolk, who had a great share of learning and no 
Jess modesty to conceal it, dining among others of the 
cleigy at an alderman's house in Ipswich, one of 
the company boasted of his own extraordinary gen- 
ius and knowledge, and defied any one present to 
start a question in theology or philosophy, to which he 
could not give a ready and a satisfactory answer. AH 
present were silent for a time ; and when Mr. Carter 
saw that no one else would accept this arrogant chal- 
lenge, he said " My plate furnishes me with a question 
to pose you. Here is a fish that has always lived in 
salt water ; pray tell me why he should come out a 
fresh fish, and not a salt one ?" This short question put 
the impertinent babbler to silence, and he was exposed 
to the derision of ail the company. 

RENE DES CARTES. . 

112. Hg was a eentleman by birth, a soldier by pro- 
fession, and a philosopher, as far as the exercise of a 
fertile imagination could make one. His health was 
delicate, and he took care of it, without nuking himself 
a slave to precautions. He said, '' Supposing I dt- 
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ceive myself, and have not found out a method to 
preserve human life ; I have made a discovery which 
is highly valuable, and that is, to live free irom the 
constant fear of death." 

He told sir Kenelm Digby, that he was convinced 
the life of man could, by proper methods, be length- 
ened to the age of the patriarchy. It was, however, a 
bad comment on his own text, that he did not live be- 
yond fifty-four years. 

1 13. Although it was thestudyof hislifeto enlighten 
mankind, he could not escape the shafts of malevolence. 
" When any one does me an injury," said he, '* I 
endeavour to elevate my soul so high, that his malice 
cannot reach me." 

. 114. The logic of the schoolmen appearing so en- 
cumbered with rules, that were either useless or dan- 
gerous, he employed himself in separating the good 
parts from the bad. " I am," said he, " like the sculp- 
tor, who labours to form a Minerva out of a shapeless 
block of marble." 

1 15. A petit'tnaitre one day seeii^ Des Cartes at a 
feast, said, *' Do philosophers regale themselves with 
dainties ? " Why not ?" said Des Cartes ; " do you 
suppose that nature has provided all good things foir 
none but fops ?" 

CATULUS. 

116. Allusfons to proper names, for the sake of a 
ioke or sarcasm, were often made by speakers at the 
ancient Roman bar ; but they ^sometimes failed in their 
effect, antl subjected the assailant to a severe retort. 
An orator, whose integrity was of a very doubtful na- 
ture, alluding to the name of Catulus, and the loud tone 
in which he pleaded against him, asked him why 
he yelped so much. *' It is," said Catulus, ** becailse i 
see a thief, ^^ 
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117. Those barristers of modern times, who have 
taken similar liberties with proper names, have not 
been more successful. 

Dr. Vansittart was retained in a cause against ser- 
geant Bearcroft. The latter said, '' As the frequent 
repetition of long names may be tiresome to the court, 
I shall beg leave to call roj learned friend opposed to 
me, Mr. Van/' '* I have not the least objection,'' said 
Vansittart, " and shall beg leave to return the compli- 
ment, by addressing rou with the appropriate abbre- 
viation of Mr. Bear.''^ 

118. An indifferent pleader asked Catulus, " Have I 
not succeeded in making a very moving speech ?" 
**Certainly," said he, ** for some of your audience 
pitied you, and the rest walked out of court." 

MICHAEL CERVANTES SAAVEDRA. 

119. He gave a proof that his generosity was equal 
to his genius. He was, in the early part ot his life, for 
some time a slave in Algiers, and there he concerted a 
a plan to free himself and thirteen fellow-sufferers. 
One of them traitorously betrayed the design, and they 
were all conveyed to the dey of Alffiers ^ and he promis- 
ed them their lives on condition they discovered the con- 
triver of the plot. *I was that person,' exclaimed the 
intrepid Cervantes ; * save my companions, and let me 
perish.' The dey, struck with his noble confession, 
spared his life, allowed him to be ransomed, and per- 
mitted him to depart home. 

This writer of an incomparable romance, replete 
with character, incident, pleasantry, and humour, with- 
out any alloy of vulgarity, obseenily, or irreligion, 
which is held; in admiration throughout the civilized 
world, starved in the midst of a high reputation, and 
died in penury ! 

120. As Philip in., king of Spain, was standing in 
a balcony of his palace at Madrid, and viewing the 
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prospects of the surrounding country, he observed 
a student on the banks of the riyer Manzanares* 
reading a book, and from time to time breaking oflf, 
and beating his forehead with extraordinary tokens of 
pleasure and delight ; upon which the king said to 
those about him, " That scholar is either mad, or he 
IS reading Don Qpixote." ' 

This anecdote is worth a volume of panegyric. 

Tbe history of Don Quixote did not wait for the tardy 
fame of remote ages. It was universally read,and univer- 
sally admired,as soon as published ; and the most emin* 
ent painters, engravers, and sculptors, vied with each 
other in representing the story of the knight of La Man- 
cha; yet tbe author had not interest enough to obtain even 
the smallest pension from tbe court. Friendless and 
indigent, however, as Cervantes was, he retained hit 
incomparable humour and facetiousness to tbe end of 
his life. 

How happens it, that although tbe manners, customs, 

groverbs, and allusions in Don Qpixote are so strictly 
Danish, yet it is such a general favourite with readers 
otall nations ? The answer seems to be, that the delinea- 
tion of tbe characters, and the lively humour and bur- 
lesque, are so conformable to nature, that the subject 
is rendered, by tbe power of genius^ universally inter- 
esting and pleasant. 

Every anecdote of such a genius as Cervantes, how- 
ever trifling in itself^ cannot be so to his admirers. 

121. M. de Boulay attended the French ambassador 
to Spain, while Cervantes was yet alive. He said, 
that the ambassador one day complimented Cervantes 
on tbe rcputati^ be had acquired by his Don Quixote, 
and that Cervantes whispered in his ear, * Had it not 
been for tbe Inquisition, I should btve'made my book 
much more entertaining.' 

MRS. CHAPONE. 

122. Mrs. Chapone was asked the reason whv she 
always came so early to church* ^' BecauMy'^ said 
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she, ' it is part of mj religion never to disturb the reli- 
gion of others.' 

CHARLES v., 

The most potent a^d widely-ruling sovereign of his 
tige, for he was king of Spain, Naples, Sicily, and Sar- 
dinia, emperor of Germany, and governor ot the Low 
Countries. 

He was of a cool and cautious temper, deliberate in 
his plans, and prompt in execution. This disposition 
gave him a decided advantage over the warmth and 
impetuosity of his more amiable rival Francis 1., whom 
be took prisoner at the battle of Pavia. 

Great in the possession of so much power, he shewed 
himself still greater by surrendering it. He resigned 
bis crown to his son Philip U., retired to a monastery 
in Estreraadura upon a pension, and lived the austere 
life of a monk. Wishing effectually to wean himself 
from the world, he celebrated his own obsequies with 
the solemnities of a real funeral ; but the awfulness of 
the ceremony made so strong an impression upon his 
mind, that be died a few days ^fter he performed it. 

123. A courtier very officiously offered to inform 
Charles V. where one of the most considerable of the 
Spanish insurgents in favour of Francis I. was to be 
found. Charles, wishing by his clemency to conciliate 
the minds of the Spaniards, rather than to exasperate 
them by severity, said, '* You had better let him know 
I am here, than tell me where he 'is." 

124. The celebrated Titian, the chief painter of the 
Venetian school, told Charles V. that he had the hohour 
to paint his portrait for the third lime. " You mean,'' 
said Charles, " that you give me immortality for the 
third time.'* 

125. He was master of several living languages. 
He said; he would speal; Italian to the pope, Spanish 
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to his mother queen Jane, English to queen Catharine 
bis aunt) Flemish to his friends, and French when he 
talked to himself. 

126. Henry II. gained many advantages over Charles 
V. in the advanced period of his life. Charles con- 
soled himself by saying, upon such occasions, ^* For- 
tune is like a vroman, she prefers young men to old.'* 

127. When Charles V. resigned the crown of Spain 
ID favour of Philip II., " My son," said he, ** I perform 
an action to-day, of which antiquity furnishes tew pre- 
cedents, and posterity will give few imitations." 

1 28. He one day observed very shrewdly to an am- 
bassador of Henry VHI. king of England, "Your 
master would not ^ive himself the airs he does, were 
it not that his dommions are surrounded by a herring 
pond" 

CHARLES VIIl. OF FRANCE. 

129. Some of his courtiers advised him to demolish 
the tomb of the great John duke of Bedford, the regent 
in the minority of Henry VI., who had eained so many 
victories in France. " Let us leave," said Charles, 
'' this hero to remain in peace now be is dead, who, 
when he was alive, made all Frenchmen tremble." 

CHARLES XIL OF SWEDEN. 

130. He carried all the virtues of a hero to excess, 
so as to make them as culpable as the opposite vices. 
By his contempt of danger, and his ardent pursuit of 
glory, he cannot fail to command the admiration of 
mankind. When his horse was killed under him, at 
the battle of Narva, he leaped nimbly upon a fresh 
one, saying jocosely, " These people will keep me in 



exercise." 



I 
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131. As be was dictating; a letter to his secfetaiy* a 
bomb fell through the roof into the next room in the 
house where they were sitting. The terrified secreta- 
ry Jet the pen drop from his hand. *' What is the 
matter ?'* said Charles calmly. The secretary replied, 
'* Ah, sir, the bomb !" *' But what has the bomb to 
do," said Charles, '' with what I am dictating; to you ?— ^ 
go on." t 

132. A peasent threw himself at his feet, with a 
complaint against one of his grenadiers, that bad rob* 
bed him and his family of their dinner. * Is it 
true,' said Charles sternly to the grenadier,' that 
you have robbed this roan V The soldier replied, 
^ Sir, I have not done so much harm to this roan, a| 
your majesty has done to his master ; for you have 
taken from Augustus a kingdom, but I have only ta- 
ken Irom this peasent a dinner.' Charles made the 
peasent amends ; and he pardoned the^ grenadier fpr 
nis bold remonstrance, sarins, ' My friend, you w^ll 
do well to recollect, that if i took Poland from Ati* 
gustus, I did not take it for myself.' 

133. 'Although his temper was severe, the follow- 
ing anecdote will prove that he was a generous ene* 
my. — He took the fort of Dunamond aAer a smart 
siege, as the governor, cok)ne] Canitz, held It out 
against him for some time. Charles was 6o well pleas- 
ed with his determined conduct, that, as he marched 
out of the fort, he said to him, * You are my eneniy, 
and vet I love you as well as n^ best friends ; for 
Tou have behaved yourself like a brave soldier in de- 
fence of this fort against my troops : and to show you 
that I can esteem and reward valour even in mine en- 
emies. I make you a present of tbes^ five thpusaod 
ducats.' 

134. He once went earlv io the morning to coin 
suit his prime minister. He vns in h.ed» and 
Charles was obliged to wait till ne toae. Qbul^ 
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Sassed the time lo talking with a soldier, whom he 
>und in the ante-chamber. At last the minister appear- 
ed, and made mai^ apologies. The soldier, extreme- 
ly confused for havii^^ accosted his sovereign with so 
niuch freedom, threw himself at bis feet, and said, ^ 
*Sire, foigive me, for 1 really took you for a man.^ 
^ You have done no harm, friend,' said the, king ; 
* your mistake was natural ; for nothing is, I assure you^ 
so much like a man, as a king.* 

156. One of his old officers, who was suspected of 
ftvarice, complained to him, that be conferred all his 
lavours upon Grothusen. * I give my money,' said he 
pointedly, ' to those only who know how to make a 
good use of it.' 

CHATEANEUF. 

196. He was a keeper of the seals m the minority of 
Xouis XIII. At the ag^ of nine, he was introduced t6 
a French bishop, who said he would give him an 
orange, if he would tell him where God is. ' My Liord, ' 
replied the boy, M will give you two, if you will tell 
nie where he is not, " 

THE GREAT LORD CHATHAM. 

137. His eloquence was of everjr kind, tranquil, 
▼ehement, ai^mentative, or moralising, as best suit- 
ed the occasion. In 1764, be maintained the illegal- 




every 

ed with walls and battlements, for it may be a straw- 
built shed. Every wind of heaven may Blow around it 
all the elements of nature may enter h ; but the king 
cannot^ the king dares not.* 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

138. If he was the author of the Economy of Hu- 
man Life, he made the world some reparation for the 
laxity of his moral and religious principles, discover- 
able in his Letters to his son. Dr. Johnson said, 
^that although he might be a wit among lords, he was 
only a lord among wits.' That he deserved a higher 
character for his powers of repartee^ the following in- 
stances, among many others, are sumcient to prove. 

139. Lord Chesterfield complained very much at 
an inn were he dined, that the plates and dishes were 
very dirty. The waiter, with a degree of pertness, 
observed, that eveiy one must eat a peck of dirt before 
he dies. 'That may be true, ' said lord Ghestei^ 
field ; 'but no one is obliged to eat it all at a meal.'* 
(■ 

140. 'I cannot conceive.' said a nobleman to lord 
Chesterfield,' ' how you manage ^rour affairs ; for 
though your estate is smaller than mine, you make a 
much more splendid figure than I do.' 'My lord, ' 
said Chesterfield, " I have a place.' ' Pray what 
place ?, ' I am my own steward.' 

141. On the Istof Julyit was the custom for the 
Protestants in Ireland to appear at the court of the 
lord lieutenant with orange-coloured ribbons, in com- 
memoration of the battle of the Boyne gained by king 
William III. When the earl of CfaesteSeld was lord 
lieutenant, the observed miss Ambrose, a papist, a 
veiy beautiful girl, wearing one of those ribbonds. 
The instant it cau^^ht his eye, he walked up to her, 
and addressed her m the following lines : 

'Say lovely Tory, wfaafs the jest. 
Of wearing orange on your breaat? 
Since that same breast hetrajriDg shows 
The whiteness of the rebel rose ? 
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142. Diyden'a translation of Vtrg^il beinff commend- 
ed by a reverend prelate, lord Cbesteiifield observed, 
** The orig^inal is excellent, but every thing suffers by 
a translation, except a bishop/* 

I4S. The late queen hinted to lord Chesterfield her 
design of shutting up St. James' Park, and turning it 
into a garden, and asked him what he thought the altera* 
tion would cost. His reply Was, ^* only three crowns !*' 

THE ABBE CHOISY, 

Tivose who have travelled into far distant countries 
are often listened to with peculiar suspicion ; but it 
does not follow, that they violate truth, and propagate 
fiction, because their narratives differ from our expe- 
rTence, or that our customs and language are the just 
criteria of all others. 

144. The abb^ Cboisy, when he returned from Si- 
dixi« where be had attendted the chevalier de ChaumoHt, 
ambassador fron^ Louis XIV., was teased with num- 
berless questions by the courtiers as to what he had 
seen in so remote a country. The king interrogated 
him much, and asked him what they called to eat in 
the Siam language. The abbe said, that the Siam 
word was kin. A quarter of an hour after, the kiqr 
asked the abbe what was the Siam word to drink, ana 
the abbe a^ain said, kin. **^ 1 thought," said the 
king, *^ you just now told me that word signified to taiJ** 
^* So I did, sir," said the abbe without hesitation. 
'* Kin kaou means to drink wine, and X»9l nam to drink 
water." ** The abbe is a man of ready invention," 
said the king, smiling, ** and is very adroit in coin- 
ing a language." 

A learned man, who understood the Siam language 
well, has asserted, that the abb^ de Cboisy was not at 
all indebted to his invention, but spoke from his real 

knowledge* 

5# 
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MR- CHURCHILL. 

145. The abb^ Raynall came with some other 
Frenchmen to visit Horace Walpole, at Strawbeny 
Hill. They were standing at a window looking at the 
prospect of the Thames, which they found flat : and 
one of them said in French, not thinking they were 
overheard, '^ Every thing in England only serves to 
recommend France to u^ the more.'* Mr. Churchill 
instantly said, '' Gentlemen, when the Cherokees were 
in this country, they could eat nothing btit train oil." 

CHURCHILL THE POET. 

146. One person abusing another, in the company 
of Churchill the poet, said, he was so extremely stu- 
pid, that if you said a good thing he could not under- 
stand it. '* Pray, sir," said Churchill, *' did you ever 
tiy him ?" 

CHRISTINA QUEEN OF SWEDEN. 

She was the daughter of the great Gustavus Adol- 
phus, and inherited, with his dominions, much of the 
vigour of his character ; yet she wanted tenderness 
and sensibility to soften the sternness of her virtues, 
80 that she was respected rather than beloved. 

She exemplified the varium et mvtahile attributed 
by Viieil to her sex. Fickle in all things, except her 
love of learning and scholars, she was always chang- 
ing place, and no where content to reside. The most 
remarkable instance of her fickleness was, that after 
she had resigned the crown of Sweden, she Intrigued 
for that of Poland. 

147. During her reign, she had the gloiy to estab- 
lish peace in her kingdom. As she was single, her 
pobles pressed her to many, but she put a stop to their 
importunities, by saying, ** I had much rather nomi- 
nate a good king as my successor, who is capable of 
bolding with gloiy the leins of government. Do act 
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tfaererefore compel me to many ; for wad I to have a 
SOD, 1 might be just as likely to have a Nero as an 
Augustus." 

148. She realigned the crown of Sweden, embraced 
tl^e popish religion, and publicly abjured the Luthe- 
ran faith at Inspruck. The same evening a comedy 
was acted. This occasioned the protestants, who did 
not approve of her change of religion, or did not 
think it sincere, to say, " It is but justice, that the pa- 
pists should give Christina a comedy in the evenings 
in return for her/arce in the morning." 

. CICERO. 

This greatest of all Roman ofators who by the pow- 
ers of his eloquence confounded the traitor Cataline, 
and.made Julius Csesar tremble even when invested 
with the sovereign command of Rome, was remarka- 
ble for sallies of facetiousness and felicity of retort. 

149. Cicero was of low origin, and the mother of 
Metellus was a woman of a licentious character. Me- 
tellus said to Cicero, '' Dare you tell your father's 
name ?" Cicero answered, " Can your mother tell 
yours ?" 

150. Cicero saw Lentulus his son-in-law, a man of 
Tery low stature, with a vely long sword by his side. 
He called out, ^' Who has tied my son-in-law to that 
swoid ?" 

151. The Sphinx, it may be recollected, was sup- 
posed by the antients to have been the interpreter of 
riddles. Hortensius, the great Roman pleader, had a 
present made him of a curious and valuable figure 
of the Sphinx as a bribe, by Verres, who was tried 
for his bad goveriunent of Scicily . Hortensius, plead- 
ing for Verres against Cicero, said, ** Your allusions 
are lo obscure, uat 1 want some one to explain your 
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riddles." " You caimot be at a loss on that account," 
replied Cicero, " as you have the Sphinx at your 
house." 

162. When Metellus said, that Cicero had killed 
more persons as a witness, than he had saved as a 
pleader : Cicero answered, " True, for my honesty, is 
greater than my eloquence." 

153. Cicero said of Caniniu^ Revilius, who continu- 
ed consul only for one day, " We have had a con* 
sul ot such great vigilance, that he has not slept a 
single night during the whole time he has been in 
office." 

164. After the battle of Pharsalia, in which Pom- 
pey was defeated, one of his generals said to Cicero,. 
** We need not despair, as we have the eagles of sev- 
eral legions still remaining." " This would be an 
advantage," replied Cicero, " if we were fighting 
with crows." 

165. Fabia Dolabella Said she was thirty years of 
age. " This must be true," said Cicero ; *' for I have 
heard her say so many times in the course of the last 
twenty years." 

156. Did Ihe author of the followino; lines catch 
the idea from Cicero, or was it original f 

Verses on a celebrated Camhridse Beauty, Miss Mol- 
ly FowUy by the Rev» Sans de veil, 

** Is Molly Fowle immortal ? No. 
Yes, but she is ; I'll prove her so. 
Sh'es fifteen now, and was, 1 know, 
Fifteen, full fifteen years ago." 

ANN CLIFFORD, COUNTESS OF 

PEMBROKE, 

167. She showed her high spirit and even her cor 
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tempt for Oliver CiomweH, when he was in the pleni- 
tude of his power. She found herself tinder the 
necessihr of recovering some of her property by a law- 
suit. Cromweli offered his mediation ; but she an- 
swered loftily, she would never accept it, whilst there 
was any law to be found in Ei^land. ^^ What !" said 
she, *^ does he imagine that I, who refused to sub- 
mit to king James, will yield to him ?*' 

158. Her dislike to Cromwell was not founded on 
arty, but on principle. She had th^ same dislike to 
Iharies 11., when sne became acquainted with the 
spirit of his government. On beings pressed by her 
friends, some time after the Restoration, to go to court : 
'' By no means," said she, ^' unless I may be allowed 
to wear blinkers." 



^ 



159. She was the most heroic, noble, generous, 
econonical, virtuous, and discreet lady of ner age. 
Bishop Rainbow summed up her character with res- 
pect to her prudence and discretion, by calling her 
** A jperfect mistress of /orecast and overcast." 

DR. CLARKE. 

160* HviiE said, that Butler's Analogy was the best 
defence of Christianity he had ever seen. Queen 
Caroline is said to have read some part of this pro- 
found work every day at breakfast. She asked Dr. 
Clarke what he knew of Butler. Dr. Clarke told her 
he was residing with his fan|ily upon a small living in 
Kent. The queen expressed her surprise, and said 
she thought he was dead. ' No, madam,' said Dr. 
Clarke, " he is not dead, but he is burUd.* 

MR. CLIFTON. 

161. Kino James said to Mr. Clifton one day, * I 
do not know how it is, but I never knew a modest man 
make his way at court' ' Please your majesty,* 
asked Mr. Clifton, * whose fault is that V 
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COLLINS. 

162. This sweet poet was much attached to a 
young lady, who was bom the day before bitn, and 
who did not return his passion. * Yours is a hard 
case/ said a friend. * It is so, indeed/ said Collins, 
' for I came into the world a day after the fair,^ 

THE PRINCE OF CONDE. 

163. Air officious friend showed the prince of Con- 
d^ some libels written against him, in which he was 
described as acting and speaking things that were false, 
' These rascals/ said he, ' make me talk and act as 
they would do if they frere in my place/ 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 

164. He married a }roung lady to whom he had 
been guardian. Preparing soon after for one of his 
voyages, he said, on taking leave of his friends, * The 
spring of my life was stormy, the summer has been 
laborious ; but 1 leave in my native country a fund of 
happiness to enrich the autumn and cheer the winter 
of my days.' Little did this adventurous navigator 
think, when he expressed himself in this beautiiul 
manner, that death would suddenly arrest bis progress 
at the extremity of the globe, and trustrate the fondest 
hopes of his heart ! 

ANTHONY A§HLEY COOPER. 

165. When Mr. Anthony Ashley Cooper was fnem- 
ber for Pool in Dorsetshire, he gave a very singular 
instance of his humanity and integrity. Before the 
revolution, and tor some time after, prisoners accused 
of high treason were not permitted to be beard bj 
counsel, unless a special matter of law was stated to 
the court. A bill was at length presented to the house 
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ef commons, to abolish this prohibition ; and, ootwitb* 
standing the equity of such an intended law, it met 
with great opposition. 
W&n the bill was brought into the house, Mr. Coo- 

Eer had prepared a speech in support of it ; but when 
e stood up to read it, he was so agitated, that he was 
unable to proceed. The speaker observii^ his confu- 
sion, recommended him to take time, and not be dis- 
couraged ; upon which encouragement Mr. Cooper 
recovered himself, and spoke as lollows :-«- 

Mr. Speaker — * If I, who rise only to give my opin- 
ion upon the bill now depending, am so confounded 
that I am unable to express the least part of wbatl 
proposed to say, what must be the condition of that 
man, who, without any assistance whatever, is obliged 
to plead for his life, whilst under the dreadful appre- 
liensions of being deprived of it V 

This emphatic speech had such an effect upon the 
liouse, that the bill passed without opposition. 

On the death of his father he became earl of Sh»(lesr 
i)ury. His work entitled ^ Characteristics* has acquir- 
>ed for bim the reputation of a philosopher. Therein 
he argues to inculcate these two principles ; that Di- 
vine Providence administers all affairs for universal 
good ; and that man is made by that Providence a so- 
cial animal, who can only find his proper end in the 
^pursuit of moral virtue. 

Thus he echoes the tenets of the Socratic school ; 
but certainly he does not convey them in the manner 
either of Xenophon or Pl^lo ; for his style is so per- 
pkied and verbose, as to throw a veil of obscurity 
x^ver bis ide^* 

PETER CORNEILLE. 

He was the father of the French drama. In the force 
by wkkb Im is ipipelled, znd the fire by whiph 1^ is 



64 FLOWERS OP WIT. 

animated when he descrihes the passions, he is more 
like Shakspeare, than any of the French dramatists. 
He is rarely pathetic, hut oflten sublime. The best 
edition of his works is enriched with the notes of Vol- 
taire. . 

166. When a friend informed him that the critics 
threatened to publish some very severe remarks on his 
tragedy of Horatius, he said, alluding to the trial of 
that hero, ^ 1 am very little alarmed at their menace ; 
for you may recollect, that although Horatius was con- 
demned by the decemviri, he was acquitted by the 
people.' 

FERNANDO CORTEZ. 

167. A Spaniard of good family. He subdued the 
kingdom of Mexico, but not without exercising great 
cruelties against the sovereign and people of that coun- 
try. When he returned to Spain, he was coolly re- 
ceived by the emi)eror, Charles V. One day he sud- 
denly presented himself to that monarch* *' Who are 
you r said the emperor, haughtily. ' The man,' 
said Cortez, as haughtily, ^ who nas given you more 
provinces than your ancestors left you cities.^ 

COTON. 

168. Henry IV. of France asked the Jesuit Coton, 

* Would you discover to me the confession of a man 
who told you he was determined to assassinate me ?* 

* No, 1 could not,' said Coton, ' neither in honour, 
nor conscience ; but I would prevent his malice, by 
placing myself between him and you.' 

LORD CHANCELLOR COWPER. 

169. Hbnrigtta Lady Luxborough remarked, ^ I 
remember once to have beard lord chancellor Cowper 
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say, * If every body knew as much of the law as I do, 
they would (were the cause ever so good) give up half, 
rather than embark in our courts.' ' 

CREBILLON. 

1 70. A FRIEND asked him why he had introduced 
so much of the terrific into his tragedies/ ' I had do 
alternative,' said he : ' Corneille has taken the heav- 
ens, Racine the earth, and I had nothing left me but 
the infernal regions.' 

171. In retirement he formed the subjects of his 
j>1aYs, and composed them without writing them down, 
till ne had completed all the parts. One day, when he 
was lost in a tragical reverie, some one abruptly enter-* 
ed. * Do not interrupt me,' said he, ' I am overwhelm- 
ed in business: I am this moment engaged in killing 
one minister for being a rascal, and banishing another 
for being a fool.' 

172. He was asked, why he was fond of being 
surrounded by a number of dogs. * I have always 
been so,' said he, ' since I was thoroughly well ac- 
quainted with mankind.' 

THE CRITICS- 

173. When prejudice once prevails, reason tries in 
vain to recover her rights. Names, upon almost all 
occasions, carry greater Weight than things. When 
the fables of de la Mothe first appeared, it was the 
fashion to speak very unfavourably of them. At a sup- 
per given by the prince of Vendome, the abbe Chau- 
lieu, the bishop of Lucon, the abbe Cointin, ai^d other 
bighly reputea critics were present, and they were all 
very merry at the expense ofde la Mothe, and oppres- 
sed the poor author with their censures. Voltaire, wh# 
related the anecdote, was one of the party. ' Gentle- 
men,' said he, with an air of gravity, ' you are all 

6 
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perfectly rii^ht ; you jud^e according to the rules of 
the most correct criticism, and of course are sensible 
what an infinite drfierence there is between the style 
of de la Motbe and that of la Fontaine ! — A propos. 
Have you seen the last edition of the Fables of that 
incomparable writer ?' ' No,' said they. ' Are you 
not.' continued Voltaire, ^ acquainted with that most 
beautiful of all the fables of Fontaine, lately discover- 
ed amone the papers of the duchess of Bouillon?' 
He read the fable to them. They heard him with looks 
of delight, and expressed their praise of it in the most 
rapturous terms. * This is nature itself ; what exqui- 
site simplicity ! what captivating grace !' ' Grentle- 
men;' said Voltaire, with a triumphant sneer, * let me 
undeceive you ; the fable you thus extol was not writ- 
ten by Fontaine, but by de la Mothe ! !' 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

174. Lord Clarendon thus concludes his charac- 
ter : *' He had some good qualities, which have caused 
the memory of some men in all ages to be celebrated ; 
and he will be looked upon by posterity as a kroK 
wicked tnan.^ 

175. When he made his public entry into London, 
fais companions remarked to him the great concourse of 
people who came from all parts to see him. * There 
Would be just as many,* said he, ' if 1 was going to the 
scaffold.^ 

176. He wore the roaal: of hypocrisy to the last- 
When he was nearly at the point of death, he gaye out, 
that God had revealed to him things to come, and that 
be should recover. He confessed to bis friends that tbb 
was only a pretended revelation. * If I recover,' saic 
he,^ the silly people will think me a prophet ; and i; 
I die^ what does it signify if they think me an impo< 
torr 
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RICHARD CROMWELL. 

The eldest son of Oliver Cromwell. He was a man 
of an excellent disposition, and remarkable for bis grav- 
ity and unaffected piety. He is said to have pleaded 
on bis knees before bis inflexible father for the life of 
Charles I. He succeeded to the protectorship, and 
nobly refused the advice given to him by some of hii 
council to retain bis power at the expense of blood.— 
He retired to France for some years, and returned to 
£n£:Iand after (be Restoration, when party animosities 
badf subsided. 

177. When nearly eighty years of age, he went to 
the bar of the house of lords. There lord Bathurst 
conversed with him, and asked him how long it was 
since he had been there before. ' Never, my lord/ 
said he, * since I sat in that chair,* pointing to tbs 
throne. 

He spent many of his last years in obscurity at Ches- 
hunt. tie gave a striking and laudable proofhow much 
retirement and peace are to be preferred to the splen* 
dour and pomp of power. He enjoyed sound health to 
the last ; and was so strong and active, that, at the age 
of fourscore, he was seen to gallop his horse for many 
miles together. He died in 1712, in his 86th year. 

HENRY CROMWELL. 

178. The youngest son of Oliver Cromwell. Like 
his brother, he was a man of an excellent character, 
well disposed, and unambitious. He was appointed 
by his father lord lieutenant of Ireland, and acouitted 
himself in that government with great credit. He re- 
joiced in the Restoration, and received some favours 
from Charles IL, for which be was indebted to lord 
Clarendon. He declared to his brother Richard, " I 
will rather submit to any sufferings with a good namCi 
thafi be the greatest man upon earth without one i" 
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What a virtuous declaration ! what a justand severe 
censure of the guilty ambition of his father ! 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

179. The fascination of this extraordinary work is 
not limited to the juvenile reader. Mr. Tawnej, a 
respectable alderman of Oxford, used to read Robinson 
Crusoe through every year with great delight, and 
thought every part of it as much matter of fact as bis 
bible. A friend at last asked him, how he could be 
such a child as to credit a story so marvellous. *' The 
original Crusoe,' added he, ' was Alexander Selkirk - 
and Daniel de Foe, an ingenious writer, embellished 
the plain story of bis shipwreck upon the island of 
Juan Fernandez, with almost all the adventures and 
remarks you so much admire.' * Your information,' 
said the' alderman with a sigh, * may be correct, but 
I had rather you .had withheld it, for by thus unde- 
ceiving me, you have deprived me of one of the great- 
est pleasures of my old age.' 

DAGUESSEAU. 

180. When be was high-chancellor of France, a se- 
vere law-suit was carried on between the physicians 
and the sui^eons. Mr. Peyronie pleaded ably, and 
requested the chancellor to order a high wall to be 
built between the hospitals of the two contending par* 
ties. ^ But if we do build the wall,' said the chan- 
cellor, ' on which side of it shall we place the sick V* 

D'ALEMBERT- 

181. When Frederick the Great of Prussia met him 
at Wesel, after the peace of 1768, he embraced him ; 
and the first question he asked this celebrated mathe- 
matician, was. Whether mathematics furnish any meth- 
ods to calculate probabilities in politics. D'Alembert 
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replied, That he must plead igoorance of sucd meth- 
ods ; but if any existed, they were rendered totally 
useless by the monarch who aske'd the question. 

DANTE THE POET. 

182. He was a mail of a warm temper and a lofly 
spirit ; and had good qualities sufficient to procure 
him great friends, but he had not discretion enough to 
retain their favour. A prince of Verona, who had 
taken him under his protection, after he was driven 
from his own country, observed to him, how strange a 
custom it was for persons of rank to keep a domestic, 
called a fool, on purpose to be laughed at. * The fool,' 
said he, ' pleases, and is a great favorite ; but a wise 
man is slighted, and even treated with contempt.' 
* This custom,' said Dant^, of you men of rank is not 
straiiffe at all, for a similitude of mind is the basis of 
friendship.' 

MARQUIS D'ARGENSON. 

183. ' True lovers never count by vulgar time.* 
This assertion was well illustrated by the marquis 
d'Argenson, who, in the spirit of genuine gallantry, 
said to a lady whom he courted, ' When 1 am in your 
company the hours are as short as minutes ; when ab« 
sent, the minutes are as long as hours.' 

SIR WILLIAM DAWES. 

An excellent divine at the close of the seventeenth 
centuiy. He was remarkable for his goodnature, and 
fondness for a pun. 

184. When archbishop of York, his cleigy dining 
with him the first time after he had lost his lady, he 
told them he feared they did not find things in so good 
order as they used to be in the time of poor Mary ; 
and added with a deep sigh, she was indeed Mare 
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Pacificum, A curate, who well recollected how inap- 
plicable the epithet was, observed, ' Yes, my lord ; 
but she was Mare Mortuum first.' The archbishop 
was so pleased with the allusion, that within two oiontl^ 
he^ave him a living. 

DEMONAX- 

Dkmonax was a Cretan philosopher : he resembled 
Socrates in his mode of thinking, and Diogenes in his 
way of life. 

1 86. He was asked, if it was allowable for wise men 
to drink wine. ' Surely,' said he, ' you cannot think 
that nature made grapes only for fools.' 

DERRICK. 

He was for many years master of the ceremonies at 
Bath. 

186. A young spendthrift saying in public com- 
pany, that he remembered every thing he lent, but 
nothing that he borrowed. * Why then, sir,' observ- 
ed Derrick, 'it may be very justly said, you have lost 
half your memory.' * 

187. A gentleman, who had had several wives, paid 
his addresses to a widow lady at Bath ; and it being 
remarked that he was a great duellist, '' Then," said 
Derrick, '' the match will be the more a propasj for 
the lady has killed her man,'* 

DESMAHIS, ^ 

A French poet and dramatist of considerable note. 
He was no less excellent for his talents as a writer, 
than his amiable qualities as a man. 

188. He hated quarrels between men of letters. 



FLOW£RS OF WIT. 71 

Some person observed to him, that the number of men 
of letters was very small in comparison with the bulk 
of mankind. * If harmony,' said he, ' reiened among 
them, small as their number is, they would lead the 
public opinion, and be the masters of the world/ ' 

189. * When a friend lauj^h§,' said he, * it is for 
him to disclose the subject ofhis joy ; when he weeps» 
it is for me to discover the cause of his sorrow.' 

190. He expressed himself fully gratified with ele- 

f ant and refined society, and no feeling of envy oram* 
ition embittered his enjoyments. ' Content,' said 
he, * to pass my time in the circle of friendship, forca 
ed by the most illustrious men of the age. 1 nave no 
anxiety to be placed near them in the temple of fame.' 

DIOGENES. 

Diogenes, as a disciple of Antisthenes the founder 
of the Cynic sect of philosophers, assumed the privi- 
lege of saying and doing whatever he pleased. In al- 
lusion to the name of cynic, it may be said of him, 
that he did not fawn like a spaniel, but bailed like 
a mastiff. What was the elevation of his mind or his 
indifference to wealth, pomp, and power, may be in- 
ferred from his reply to Alexander the Great ; and 
what was the high estimation in which that monarch 
held him, is equally clear from the same convecsation* 

191. Alexander the Great saw Diogenes sitting at 
the entrance of his tub, and basking in the sun. ' W hat 
benefit can I confer upon you ?' said the potent sove- 
reign. * Stand,' said Dic^nes, ' out of the way, and 
prevent me not from er(joyii^ the sun-shine.' Admir- 
ing the independent spirit that suggested this reply« 
Alexander said, ' If 1 were not Alexander, I should 
wish to be Diogenes.' 

292« Diogenes bein; asked, of what beast the bite 
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is most dangerous, answered, * Of wild beasts, the 
bite of a slanderer ; ot tame, that of a flatterer.' 

193. When Aristippus returned from' the court of 
Diunysius, he said to Diogenes, * It >ou knew how 
Ip flatter kings, you need not live upon herbs.' To 
fvhicb Diogenes replied, * If you knew how to live on 
herbs, you need not flatter kings.' 

194. A sophist, wishing to give a specimen of his 
acuie reasoning to Diogenes, argued with him thus : 
' What I am thou art not.' * Granted,' said Diogenes. 
The sophist proceeded, ^ 1 am a roan, therefore thou 
art not a man.' The cynic replied, * Begin from me, 
and 1 will not dispute the soundness oi your conclu- 
sion.' 

DIONYSIUS II. 

The cruelty of his disposition was not allayed by the 
presence oi the great philosopher Plato, whom he in- 
vited to his court. He showed, however, in his reverse 
of ibrtune, the benefit he had derived from his instruc- 
tions. 

196. Soon aflerhe was expelled from Syracuse, a 
Greek asked him with a sneer, * Of what service is 
tic pliilosophy of Plato to you now V * It assists me,' 
he replied, 'to behold.the vicissitudes of fortune without 
astonishment, and to suffer her severities without com- 
plaint.' 

196. Philip kine of Macedon asked htm, with a 
sneer, how his father the elder Dionysius had found 
leisure to compose odes and tragedies. ' You seem,' 
said Dionysius, ' to make a difficulty of what is easy 
to be explained. He composed them in those hours 
which you and I consume in drinking and gaming.' 

197. After his expulsion fironv Syracuse, a Coria- 
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thian came into his presence designing to ridicule him 
for the loss of bis crown ; and so shook his robe, to 
show that he had no arms concealed under it, a cere- 
mony observed when a person came into the royal 
presence : but Dionysius, perceiving the drift of this 
mockery, retorted the joke upon the jester. * My 
friend, said he, ' thy ceremony is premature ; rather 
shake, thy cloak when thou art going out :' Dionysius 
thus giving him to understand, that he thought him a 
likely person to carry ^something away that was not his 
own. 

JEROM DONATO. 

198. When this noble Venetian was sent ambassa- 
dor from Venice to pope Julius IL, who asked for the 
title of his republic to the sovereignty of the Adriatic 
sea, ' Your holiness,' said he, ' will find the grant 
of the Adriatic written at the back of the original re- 
cord of Constantine's donation to pope Sylvester of the 
city of Rome, and other territories to the church.' 

This reply was particulary spirited at a period wheq 
it was so dangerous to dispute the authenticity of this 
writ of donation, that» in 1479, several persons had been 
condemned to the flames at Strasburg for expressing 
doubts of it. 

JOHN DRYDEN. 

He was the great refiner of English versification, and' 
showed Pope the road to poetical excellence. He 
was the Proteus of authors ; he bent the rules of crit- 
icism to all kinds of poems, wrote panegyrics upon the 
most unworthy patrons, — ^a Danby and a Kochester ; 
and fashioned his religious creed to the varying times 
—to Charles 11., he was a protestant, and to his suc- 
cessor a papist. His conduct ought perhaps to be at- 
tributed to his indigence, or his fear of indigence, 
rather than to any natural servility of disposition. Had 
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he been at liberty to indulge his inclinatioriy he proba- 
bly vrould have given more specimens of the sublimi- 
ty of his genius. Moderate praise would rather dis- 
parage, than do justice to bis Alexander $ Feast, It 
IS the noblest poem of the kind the world ever saw. 

199. Lady Elizabeth Dry den, one morning, bavinS> 
come into his study at an unseasonable time, when h^ 
was intently employed in some composition, and find- 
ing her husband did not attend to her, ezclaimedt 
* Mr Dry den, you are always poring upon these mus- 
ty books ; 1 wish I was a book, and then I should 
have more of your company.' ' Well, my dear,' re- 
plied the poet, ' when you do become a book, pray 
let it be an almanack ; for then at the end of the year 
I shall lay you qu>etly on the shelf, and shall be able 
to pursue my studies without interruption ' 

200. He said, * 1 naturally withdraw mj sight 
from a precipice ; and, admit the prospect be never 
so large and goodly, can take no pleasure even in look- 
ing 00 the downfall, though 1 am secure from the dan- 
ger. Methinks there is something of a malignant joy 
in that excellent description of Lucretius, Surtve mart 
masrnoy &c. I am sure his master Epicurus, and my 
better master Cowley, preferred the solitude of a gar- 
den and the conversation of a friend to any considera- 
tion. and even to the regard, of those unhappy people 
whom, in our own wrong, we call the great. I can be 
contented with an hupfihler station in the temple of 
virtue, than to be set on the pinnacle of it.'* 

In his easy but forcible manner, he thus character- 
ised >hakspeare : — 

201. '* Shakspeare among all the writers of our na- 
tion may stand himself as a phoenix, the first and last 
of his order : in whom bounteous nature wonderfully 
supplied all the parts of a great poet and excellent 
orator ; and of whom alone one may venture boldly to 
say, that had he had more learning, perhaps be might 
have been less of a poet." 
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202. Wlien ike prince of Oraiig^e came to EnfcTaod, 
at tl^ time of the Kevolution, five of the seven bish- 
ops who had been sent to the Tower declared in his 
favour, and the two others would not conform to his 
measures. Wh^n Drj^den heard of this, he said, * that 
seven golden candlesticks had been sent to the Tower 
to be assayed, and^ve of them proved to be princess 
inetal " 

203. A young nobleman just come from seeing his 
play of Cleomenes, told him, in raillery affainst the 
continuence of his principal character,'^ If Fhad been 
left alone with a fair lady, 1 should not have passed 
uiy time like your Spartan hero." " That may be,'* 
answered the poet with a very grave face ; ** for give 
me leave to tell you, sir, you are no hero." 

204. He was ope of the few poets who had the 
iudgment to form a dae comparative estimate of hif 
o^h works. He said, " I am glad to hear that my 
Ode for Cecilia^s day is esteemed the best of all my 
poetry by atl the town. I thought so myself when I 
wrote it ; but, being old, I mistrusted my own judg* 
ment." He was then sixty-seven years of age. 

206, Dryden's description of wit is excelltnt 

** A thousand different shapes wit wear8| 
Comely in thousand shapes appears ; 
'Tis not a tale., *tis not a jest* 
AdmirM with laughter nt a feast ; 
Nor florid talk, which can this title ^ifainr** 
The proofs of wit for ever must remaip.** 

ClUEEN ELIZABETH. 

She was the most accomplished woman of Her age, 
and often spoke with as much spirit and dignity asue 
acted. 

S06. She evaded giving a direct answer to a the#t#* 
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eical question, respecting tlie sacrament of the ^Lord's 
Supper, with admirable address. On being asked by 
a popish priest whether she allowed the real pre- 
sence, she replied, — 

•* Christ was the word that spake it, 
He took the bread and break it. 
And what that word did make it. 
That 1 beliere, and take it" 

207. Sir Walter Raleigh having written on a win- 
dow, 

* Fain would I climb, yet fear I to fall :" 

The instant she saw it, she wrote under it, 

*< If thy heart fail thee, climb not at all.'* 

208 A greater instance of promptitude, and that 
too in Latin, was her extempore reply to the insolent 
commands delivered to her from Philip II., by his am- 
bassador, in these lines :-- 

'* STe, M/o, nepergat bello defendere Bdgas; 
QtMB Draeus eripuit^ nunc restUuanhiry oportet: 
Qiuu pater evertUy jubeo te eondere eellat; 
ReUgio PaptBfac rtztituaiur ad %mgut!if^-^ 

She instantly answered with heroic spirit, 

^< Ad ChrcRcatf bone rex^fiarU mandatOy ealendatJ" ' 

209. Whether she was sufficiently constant in her 
attachments to her friends, and behaved with due 
magnanimity to her eneaaes, may be (][uestioned. But 
certain it is, her reputation stood so high in the reign 
of her successor, from the marked contrast of char- 
acter, that it was common to bear people tatk of hin^ 
Elizabeth and queen James. 
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2 W. The queen set the g^reatest vatee upon Wil- 
liam Cecil lord Burleigb : she made him secretary of 
state and lord treasurer, and esteemed him her aolest 
minister. When he was sick of the gout at Burleigh- 
house in the Strand, she visited him ; and being much 
incommoded with her lofty head-attire then infashion* 
lord' Burleigh's servant, as he conducted her through 
the door, said, ' May your highness be pleased to 
stoop.' The queen answered, ' For your master's 
sake I wiH stoop, but not for the king of Spain.' 
She always made lord Burleigh sit down in her pres* 
e nee, saying, ' My lord, we make use of you, not for 
your bad legSy but for your good headj* 

211. When Philip II. of Spain equipped the mwn- 
cihle ardiada which threatened England with invasion, 
Elizabeth appeared on horseback at the camp at Til- 
burjr ; and riding through the ranks of her army with 
an air which expressed the coolness and intrepidity of, 
her mind, she exhorted her soldiers to remember their 
duty, their country, and their religion. * I will my- 
self;' said this heroic queen, ' lead you to theenemv, 
if they dare to land in this realm. I know I have only 
the weak arms of a woman ; but I have the heart of a 
king ; and, what is more, of a king of England. Be- 
lieve me, i will rather die in battle, than live to see 
the ruin and slavery of my country !' 

212. Elizabeth placed dissimulation among the qual- 
ities necessary for sovereigns. A bishop once took the 
liberty to represent to her, that in a particular instance 
she had acted more like a politician than a christian. 
' I see plainly, my lord,' said she, ' by your remark, 
that althougn you may be well acquainted with the 
other parts of the Scriptures, you have never read 
the Books of Kings.* 

213 Q,ueen Elizabeth seeing a gentleman in her 
garden, who had not been honoured by her favours so 
soon as he expected, to looking out of h^r window, 
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said to bim in TtaTian, What does a man tbink of, sir 
Edward, when be thinks of nothing ?' The ansWer was, 

* He thinks, madam, of a woman's promise.* The 
queen drew back her head ; but was beard to say, 

* Well, sir Edward, I must not arg^ue with you : anger 
makes duU men witty, but it keeps them poor.' 

THOMAS ELLWOOD, 

An intelligent and learned Quaker, who was bonour* 
.«d by the intinnate friendship of Milton. He used to 
read to Milton various authors in the learned languages, 
and thus contributed as well to his own improvement, 
as to solace the dark hours of the poet when he had lost 
his sight by an affection of the optic nerves called a 
gutto, sfirena. 

214. * The curious ear of John Milton,' said Ell- 
wood in his own life, 'ceuld discover by the tone of 
my voice, when I did not clearly understand what 1 
read ; and on such occasions he would stop to examine 
me, and open the difficult passages.' 

215. Milton lent Ell wood the manuscript of Paradi-e 
Lost to read. When be returned it, Milton asked him, 
how he liked it. * f like it much,' said the judicious 
Qjuaker: ' thou bast written well and said much of 
Paradise Lost ; but what hast thou to say of Paradise 
Found ?' Milton made no answer, but sat musing for 
SO'ne time. When business after\vards drew Ell wood 
to London, he called on Milton, who showed him the 
poem of Paradise Regjtined ; and in a pleasant tone 

\said to his friend, * This is owing to you ; for you put 
il into my head, by the question you asked me ai 
Charlfont, which before I had not thought of.' 

ELOQUENCE. 

216. Eloquence tiaust be adapted to occasions and 
persons^ or it is good for nothing. It may be judged 
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of by lt$ 0ket$. * What a cbarmiag tp^eet hare we 
beard !* said the Romans' on leaving tbe forum where 
Cicero bad been haranguing them ; ' what flowing 
periods, what brilliant images!' — 'Let us march in- 
stantly and fight the invading tyrant, said the Athe* 
nians, immediately after Demosthenes had been thun- 
dering in their ears against Philip of Macedon. — 
' That riietortc,' says Seldon is bis Table TaJk. ' ii 
best^ which is most seasonable and roost catching/ 
An instanoe> we have in that old blunt cominandc r at 
Cadiz, who showed himself a good orator. Being un* 
der the necessity of saying something to his solaiers, 
which he was not used to do, he made them a speech 
to this purpose : * What a shame will it be to you 
Englishmen, that feed upon good beef and drink strong 
beer, to let those rascally Spaniards beat you, that eat 
nothing but oranges and lemons!' And so put more 
courage into his men, then he could have done with a 
learned oration. 

KIEN LONG, EMPEROR OF CHINA. 

217. Sir Groroe Staunton used to relate a char- 
iicteristic anecdote of this emperor. He inquired of 
sir Geoi^ the manner in which physicians were paid 
in Er^land. When his majesty was made to compre- 
hend what tbe practice was, he exclaimed, ' Can any 
man in England ojfford to be ill ? Now i will inform 
you,' said he, * how I deal with my physicians. I 
have four, to whom the care of my health is commit* 
ted, and a certain weekly salary is allowed to them : 
but the moment 1 am ill, that salary is. stopped till I 
am well again. I need not inform you, that my illness 
is never of any long continuance.' 

ENVY. 

218. When Bion, one of the wise men of Greece, 
saw an envious person looking very dejected, he said 



to FLOWEKt Of WIT* 

to him, ' I am at a toes to ttdU whether angr good for- 
tune has happened to another person, or air^ bad ta 
yourself.' Agis, king of Sparta, expressed the same 
sentiment, w^n be was informed that certain countiy- 
men of bis, men of distinction, envied him : * I am sor- 
rv for it,' said he, * for they will give themselves 
<£»uble uneasiness ; they will be tormented both with 
their own misfortunes and with my prosperity.' 

EPICTETUS. 

A GREAT mind is so elastic, that it rises under the 
pressure of the heaviest evils that nature or fortune can 
lay upon it. 

219. Epictetus was a cripple, a slave, and a pauper ; 
and yet what sage of ancient Greece or Rome ever 
taught a lesson more noble, or more productive of the 
two greatest and most rational enjoyments of man, — 
the health of the body and the tranquillity of the mind, 
«-*4han the maxim, Bear and forbear ? 

220. Epictetus was an example of virtue as well as 
of wisdom ;, and hia tenets, as far as they can be col- 
lected from the Manual of Arrian, approach more near- 
ly to the purity of the Christian system than those ef 
any other philosopher. 

Epictetus said, ' that if any evil happened to one of 
the vulgar, he blamed others ; a- novice in philosophy 
beamed himself; hat a true philosopher blaiaed no 
one.' 

HARRY ERSKINE. 

221. Lord Kellie was amusing the company with 
the account of a sermon he had heard in Italy, in which 
the preacher related the miracle of St. Anthony preach- 
ing to the fishes, which, in order to listen to his pious 
discourse, held their heads out of the water. ' I can 
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credit the miracle,' said Harry Erskine, * if your lord- 
ship was at church.' * I certainly was there,' said the 
peer. ' Then,' rejoined Harry, * there was at least 
one fiab out of water.' 

MARIA BEATRICE D'ESTE. 

222. Maria Beatrice d'Este, daughter of the duke 
of Modena, was the second wife of James H. Louib 
XIV. was very liberal in his attentions both to her and 
to the exiled monarch her bigoted consort. When thch 
queen saw Louis caress the prince of Wales, who was 
a lovely child, she said to him : * ( have often envied 
the happiness of my son, because he is not of an age to 
feel the pain of his misfortunes ; but now 1 pity him, 
because be is insensible to your majesty's caresses and 
kindness.^ 

PRINCE EUGENE. 

223. The renowned marshal Bouffiers distinguished 
himself byhis brave defence of Lisle against this prince. 
When the place surrendered, and the marshal was tak> 
en prisoner, * I have too much glory,' said the prince, 
* in this achievement : had fortune given me my choice, 
I would rather h^ve defended the place id the manner 
jiou have done, than have taken it. 

224. Old General Oglethorpe told Dr. Joseph War- 
ton two anecdotes of prince Eugene and the duke of 
Marlborough, not publicly known. When the prince 
went to consult the duke in his tent, the night before 
the great battle of Blenheim, the duke, with his char- 
acteristic parsimony and attention to little in the midst 
of great things, snaffed out two of the four candles that 
-were burning on the table, and said, ' We can talk 
without so much light.' 

225. At a grand dinner the duke was called upon foi 

7* 
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a toast, and gave, JM?a Reginay allodmg to queen Aime. 
Prince Eugene whisperedi to the person who sat next 
him, ' If ne means to g^ve the toa^ of his heart, he 
should givoy Megina pucunia.* 

226. The duke of Marlborough at bis death left 
prince Eugene his sword ; lord Urford, the minister's 
son, was with the prince, when this mark of his flnreat 
rivaFs final esteem was brought and presented to bim. 
He immediately drew it, and, making a flourish with it, 
said in French, * Behold the sword which 1 have fol- 
lowed through the whole of this long war.' 

227. This prince gave his testimony how much the 
success of an army may depend upon the appointment 
of its general. In the war that commenced against the 
allies m 1701, the French cabinet was at a loss as to 
the choice of a general. When this indecision was 
talked of in the council of the emperor of Germany, 
prince Eugene said, ' If Villeroi get the command, I 
shall beat bim ; if Vendome be appointed, we shall 
have a severe stn^le ; if it be Catinat, 1 shall be 
heaten.' 

EURIPIDES. 

228. EuniFiDES composed his Tragedies very slow- 
ly^. He complained to the poet Alcestis that he had, 
with considerable, labour, finished only four verses in 
three days. Alcestis, who wrote with all the Teadiness 
of a bad author, told him that he had in the sanie time 
composed a hundred with nerfect ease. ^ Bat,' said 
Euripides rather piqued, * tnere is this difference be- 
tween our compositions : your verses will live for three 
days, and mine' will live for ever.' 

FABIUS MAXIMUS. 

229. Hannibal tried every art to draw him into a 
battle. ' If Fabius,' said he, * be so great a general «s 
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he is reported to be, he eugbt to descend from, the 
mountains, and fight me in the plains.' Fabius replied, 
^ If Haiinibaj be so^reat a general as he fancies himseli 
to be, he ought to force me to fight him any where.' 

GARY LORD FALKLAND. 

230. He was one of the n^ost amiable and accom^ 
plished nobleman of his age. It was a saying of his : 
' I pity unlearned gentlemen on a rainy day.' He fell 
fighting valiantly in the royal cause at the battle of 
Newbury, in the thirty-fourth year of his age 

FENELON. 

231. A PERSON talking to Fenelon upon the subject 
of the criminal laws in France, approved, in contradic- 
tion to the archbishop of the number of executions for 
criminal offences. ' I maintain/* said he, * that such 
criminals are unfit to live*' ' But, my friend,' said 
Fenelon, ' you do not reflect, that they are still more 
unfit to aie.' 

FERDINAND, KING OF SPAIN. 

2S2. Ferdi NAVD, king of Spain, used to sav, * that 
he could distinguish a wise man from a fool by the 
following marks : Moderation in anger, government in 
household affairs, and writing a letter without useles 
repetitions.' 

GONZALO FERNANDEZ. 

233. GoNZALO Fernandez de Corbova, surnamed 
the Great Captain^ passed often by the door of two 
damsels, daughters of a poor gentlemen, and as often 
expressed his admiration df theit beauty, which was 
superlative. The father hearing of this, thought that 
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it would be a fair occasion of meoding his fortune, and 
went to the Great Captain and asked him for some of- 
fice out of the town. The Great Captain understand- 
ing him that he intended to leave his house, in order 
to give hini free access to the fair damsels, asked bim, 
' What family have you ?* The gentleman answered, 

* Two young daughters.' * Stay,' said the Great Cap- 
tain, * and I will give you portions for them :' and, en- 
tisring a closet, he brought out two purses, each con- 
taining a thousand ducats of gold. * Here,' said be ; 

* one of these will provide for your two daughters, 
and the other will provide for yourself. Heaven for- 
bid their innocence should lose the protection of their 
father !' 

DANIEL DE FOE. 

234. This author has been very cruelly treated. It 
does not appear what provocation he gave to Pope to 
stigmatise iiim in the Dunciad in the following line : 

< EarleM on high, stood uoabashM De Foe.' 

That he stood in the pillory in the year 1702, for a sup- 
posed libel, called * The Shortest Way with the Dis- 
senters,' is a fact that cannot be denied. But that he 
lost his ears when he suffered this disgrace, is not so 
clear. He was the author of a work, which will be 
read long after the Dunciad is forgotten, and which is 
better worth reading than any thing Pope ever wrote ; 
— that work is Robinson Crusoe. 

But a greater injury has been done to the memory 
of De Foe, by the prevailing tradition, that he got 
j)ossession of the manuscripts of Alexander Selkirk, 
who had lived for several years upon the uninhabited 
island ofJuan Fernandez, and that he published these 
manuscripts as his own. Now the fact is, the story of 
Alexander Selkirk is included in the account of captain 
Woodes Rodger's Voyage round the World, and that 
voyage was publishea in the year 1712. But the first 



FLOWERS or WtT. 8i 

part of Robinson Crdsoe was not published till seven 
pears after, that is, in the year 1719, an interval am- 
pie enoueh for so rapid a writer as De Foe to bare 
conaposed a much long^er narrative. 

The leading^ occurrence, ojf a sailor living alone on , 
a remote island, is indeed the same both as related in 
captain Rogers' Voyage, and in De Foe's romance ; 
but the whole tenour ot the story, the adventures and 
the reflections in Robinson Crusoe, are perfectly ori- 
ginal, and are the productions of a man blessed with 
a most happy invention. How comprehensive and 
correct must his knowledge of the human mind 
have been, who could compose a work that is found to 
be equally pleasing, or rather irresistibly captivating, 
by persons of both sexes and of all countries, ages, 
and conditions of life ! . 

The anecdote of the worthy alderman of Oxford,"^ 
is similar to a stoiy told by Horace in one of his £pis«. 
ties : — 

« 

At Argoft HvM a citizen well known, 
Who long imagia'd that he heard the tone 
Of deep trairediant on an empty stage. 
And sat apfklauding in ecstatic rage ; 
In other points, a person who maintain^ 
A due decorum, and a life unstained. 

He, when his friends, with much expense and pains. 
Had amply pnrgM with hellebore his brains, 
r Said, * friends, 'twere better you had stopt my breath ; 
Tour love was rancour, and your cure was death, 
To rob me thus of pleasure so refin'd, 
The dear delusion of a raptur'd mind.' ^ 

Franeit* Horace. 



a 



A story of the same kind is related by Aristotle, of 
native of Abydos. 



* See paga 68. 
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FONTENELLE. 

2'^6. He reached the very acJFanced age of niuety- 
Dine years, and continued bis literary pursuits to the 
last. Lord Orrery, in a letter written from Marston, 
near Glastonbury in Semersetshire, veiy beautifully 
said, * Fontenelle, like our Neighboring thorn, blossonis 
in the winter of his days.* Voltaire pronounced him 
to be the most universal genius of the age of Louis 
XIV. 

236. A person of quality called upon Fontenelle, aod 
found him in a very bad humour. ' What is the mat- 
ter ?' said he. * The case is this,' said the pfailoso- 
pher ; ' I have only one servant, and 1 am waited upon 
as badly as you are who have twenty.' 



237. Fontenelle was probably the only man ever 
known to say, at a very advanced aee, * Was F to be* 
gin again my mortal career, I would do exactly a$ I 
have done.' 

236. The duchess of Maine, a lady of great wit and 
accomf^ishments, asked some of her company one day, 
who were perisons of wit, * What, is the difference be- 
tween me and a clock ?' They were all much at a loss 
for an answer. When Fontenelle entered the room, 
the same question being put to him, he instantly re- 
plied^ ' The difference between you and a clock is 
this : a clock marks the hours, but your grace makes 
us foi^get them.' 

239. A physician observed to Fontenelle, that coffee 
kills by a slow poison. ' Yes, very slow indeed, an- 
swered the philosopher smiling ; * for I have taken it 
every day for these fourscore years past, and am alive 
still.' 
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SAMUEL FOOTE. 

240. He was justly entitkd the English Aristophanes, 
for he induleed in the iicentiousnessof the old Greek 
comedy, and introduced the characters of living: per- 
sons upon the stage. He deserved applause for his 
wit, and castigation for bis personalities. His wit and 
drollery were wont to set the table on a roar ; and as 
a proof how facetious a companion be was, Dr. Johnson 
whose risible muscles were not remarkable for their 
flexibility, and came into his company determined not 
to be pleased with him, declared ^ that he found Foote 
irresistible.' 

24 L Foote and Garrick were at a tavern togther, at 
the time when the gold coin was regulated. Foote tak« 
ing; out his purse to pay his reckoning, asked Garrick 
what he should do with a light guinea. ' Pshaw ! it is 
worth nothing,^ said Garrick ; * so fling it to the devil.' 
* Well David,' said Foote, 'you are an ingenious fel- 
low^ as 1 always thought you ; ever contriving to make 
a guinea go farther than any other man.' 

242. The late duke of Norfolk was remarkably ibnd 
of his bottle. On a masquerade night, he consulted 
Foote as to what character he should appear in. ' Don't 
go disguised,' said Foote, ' but assume a new character; 
gQ sober. 

243. Foote once walking with a friend, met a beg- 
gar who very earnestly solicited their charity. His 
friend refused ; and, on Foote giving him a few pence^ 
said, * I believe you are duped, for I am morally cer- 
tain the fellow is an impostor.' ' He is either the most 
distressed man, or the best actor,- i ever saw in my life,' 
replied Foote ; ' and, either as the one or the other^ 
be h^s a brotherly claim upon me.' 

CHARLES FOX 

244. Was never at a loss for a repartee. During 
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a Westminster election, wken be ww epfetmd hj sir 
Cecil Wny, one of the advene party, when a dead cat 
was thrown upon the hustiogps, observed, that it smelt- 
ed worse than a Fox. ^ That is not at all extraordioa- 
17/ said Fox, * considering it is a po^-cat.* 




swearingr 



246. On a consultation of the minority members 
previous to an important question being broi^ht for- 
ward by the ministry in the bouse of commons, it was 
asked, who would be a proper person to move the 
amendment. Mr. Fox replied, ' Saddle BUuk Swrrey, 
for the field to-morrow.' 

247. Lord North exulting over Fox on the publica- 
tion of a Gazette oxtraordioary, to announce that New 
York was conouered ; Fox observed, Mt is a mistake, 
sir : New York is not conquered, it is only, like the 
ministry, abandoned.* 

248. Burke and Fox supping one evening together 
at the thatched House, were served with some dishes 
more elegant than usual. Fox*s appetite happening 
to be rather keen, he by no means relished the light 
dainties before him ; but, addressing his companion, 
said, * My good friend, these dishes are well suited to 
your taste, as they are both sublime and beauiijfvl.* 

FRANCIS THE FIRST. 

249. This monarch entertained a great regard for 
Leonardo da Vinci, and invited that accomplished 
painter to leave Milan add settle in France. Having 
then reached seventy year^ of age, he fell sick. The 
king, who was sensible of his extraordinary merit. 
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very frequently went to visit bim. When some of his 
courtiers expressed their surprise, that so great a mon- 
arch should deign to pay so much attention to an hum* 
ble artist, a man of no rank or family ; Francis thus 
silenced their haughty objections : ' Be not surprised 
at the honour 1 pay to this admirable painter, but 
learn to make a right estimate of his value — and your 
own. I can make any day I please such lords as you, 
but God alone can make such a man as Leonardo da 
Vinci.' 

250. Francis, I., after losing the battle of Pa via, in 
which he was taken prisoner by Charles V., wrote to 
bis- mother in these terms : ' Madam, we have lost 
every thing except our honour.' 

251. Francis I. consulting with his generals, how to 
lead his army over the Alps into Ital^, Amarel his fool 
sprang from a corner, and advised him to consult rath- 
er — how to lead it back. 

252. Francis was the first monarch who introduced 
ladies at his court. He said, in a stvJe of true gal- 
lantry, ' that a drawing-room without ladies, was Tike 
the year without the spring ; or rather, like the spring 
without flowers.' 

DR. FRANKLIN. 

253. A YOUNG American having broken an appoint* 
ment with Dr. Franklin, came to him the following day 
prepared to make bis peace with a studjed apolo^. 
He was proceeding at a tiresome length, introducing 
with much ingenuity, but at tbe expense ef truth, a va- 
riety of reasops for his want of punctuality ; when Dr. 
Franklin stopped him : ' My dear boy, say no more, 
you have indeed said too much already ; for he who is 
so good at making an excuse, is Selclom good at any 
thing else.' 

8 
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FREDERICK OF PRUSSIA. 

254. As he was walking in tbc gardens of Sans Souci 
with Mr. D'Alembert, be said to him, ' Do you see that 
old woman, a poor weeder, asleep on that sunny bank ? 
---sbe is probably a more happy being than either of 
us.' 

255. A lady of fashion complimented him in such 
high terms, that be was rather disgusted than pleased 
with her flattery. She said, among other things. That 
he was cohered with glory, was the peace-maker of 
Europe, and the greatest monarch upon earth. ' Mad- 
am,' replied the kinj^, ' you are as handsome as an an- 
gel ; witty, accomplished, and enchanting ; in short, you 
possess all admirable qualities — but you paint* 

FURETIERE. 

256. Bensbrade was once at a meeting of the 
French Academy, and took the chair of Fiiretiere, 
whom he disliked ; and said, as he was sitting down, 
* This is a place from which you naturally expect to 
hear a great many foolish things '*-* Well done,' said 
Furetiere, * you have made an admirable beginning.* 

DAVID GARRICK. 

He was the most admirable ,and chaste actor that 
ever trod the stage. His abilities to represent, were 
oniyjequailed by the genius of Shakspeare to delineate, 
all the diversified characters of the Urama. His con- 
versation displayed much of the spirit and brilliancy 
with which he wrote, and performed on the stage. 

257. The expression of his eyes, and the flexibility 
of his features, are well known to have given him tlie 
most extraordinary advantages in the representation ot 
various characters. He sometimes availed himself oi 
(hese natural assistances, to produce a ludicrous scene 
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among; his friends. He frequently visited Mr.>Jiighj^ «t 
Misley Thorn in Essex. Mr. Kigby one day inquired 
of his servant^ what company was arrived. The ser- 
vant said, Xiord M was come, and had brought 
with him a short eentleman with very brie^ht eyes, 
meaning Mr. Garrick. * Why have I not the pleasure of 
seeing them here ?' said Mr. Rigby. ' I don't know,* 
said tne servant, ' how long it will be before my lord 
can make his appearance ; for the case is this : The 
barber came to shave his lordship ; andjust ashe had 
shaved half his lordship's face, the short gentleman 
with the bright eyes began to read the newspaper to 
him ; but he read it in such a droll way, and made so 
many odd faces, that my lord laughed, and the barber 
laughed, and when I went into the room, I could not 
help laughing too ; so that, sir, if you don't send for 
the short gentleman, his lordship must appear at dinner 
with one side of his face smootn and the other with a 
beard of two days' growth.' 

258. Garrick was on a visit at Hagley, when news 
came that a company of players were going to perform 
at Birmingham. Lord Lyttleton said to Garrick, ' Thev 
will hear you are in the neighbourhood, and will ask 
you to write an address to the Bii:mingham audience.' 

* Suppose then,' said Garrick, without the least hesita* 
tion, ' I begin thus : 

Ye sons of iron, copper, hrasg, and steel, 

Who have not beads to think, nor hearts to feel....' 

* O,' cried Ms lordship, * if you beein thus they m\\ 
hiss the players off the stage, and pull the bouse down.' 

* Sfy lord,' said Garrick,* what is the use of an address, 
if it does not come home to the hwines$ and ba$om» of 
the audience ?* 

259. The first time Henderson the player rehearsed 
a part at Drury-lane^ George Garrick said as he enter- 
.ea> * I only come as a apeclator,* Soon after, he made 



d2 FLOWERS OF WIT* 

some objections to Henderson^s playing ; and the new 
actor retorted, * I thought you only came as <^pec- 
tator, but you are turning Tatler,* * STeverniind him/ 
said David Garrick very good iiaturedly ; ^ let him be 
what he will, I will be Guardian/ 

260. The duchess of Kingston asked Garrick one 
day, tvhy Love was represented as a child. He re- 
plied, ' Because love never reaches the age of wisdom 
and experience.' 

261. A friend made Garrick a present of a case that 
contained a razor, a strap, and a shaving-box ; and tell- 
ing him that he would find some other pretty little 
things in it, 'I hope,' said Gafrick, ' as I cannot shave 
myself, that one of them is a pretty little barber.' 

262. Mr. Tfviss, a romancing traveller, was talking 
of a church he had seen in Spain a mile and a half tong:. 
* Bless me !' said Garrick; ' how broad was it ?' ' About 
ten yards/ said Twiss. * This is, you*Il observe, gen- 
tlemerk' said Garrick to the company, * not a routia f ie, 
but differs from his other stories, which are generally 
as broad as they are long.' 




said Sterne, ^ who behaves unkindly to his wife, de- 
serves to bave his house burnt over his bead.' * If you 
think so/ said Garrick, * I hope your house is insured.' 

GENIUS. 

264. ' I KNOW of no such thing as genius,' said Ho- 
fCarth tQ Mr. Gilbert Cooper : * genius is nothing but 
labour and diligence.' 

265. Sir Isaac Newton said of himself, 'That if eve- 
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he had been able to do any thing, be had efiected it hy 
patient thiBktng only.' 

SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT. 

266. He was brother-in-law by the mother's side to 
sir Waiter Raleigh, and possessed many of the various 
talents for which that great man was distinguished. — 
He, as well as sir Walter, pursued his studies by sea 
and land ; and was seen in the dreadful tempest which 
swallowed up his ship, sitting unmoved in the stem of 
his vessel, with a hooK in his hand, and was often heard 
to say, ^ Courage, my lads ! we are as near heaven by 
sea as by land. 

GNATHENA. 

267. This lady was a Grecian courtesan. When a 
\ety diminutive bottle of wine was brought for her to 
taste, with the recommendation that it was very old : 
* It may be so,' said she, * but it certainly is very small 
of its age.' 

This joke, of very hi^h antiquity, has been attribut- 
ed to^in. Such coincidences of wit confirm Person's 
observation. (See the preface to this work.) 

GODFREY OF BULLOIGN. 

* 

168. When this great champion of the Crusades 
was inaugurated king of Jerusalem, he was offered a 
crown. He meekly declined it, sayii^, ' He would 
never wear a crown of gold in the place where his Sa- 
viour had worn a crown of thorns.' 

DR. GOLDSMITH. 

269. Speaking of Dr. Johnson's force and persever- 
ance in disputation, said, *' There is no arguing witfai 

8* 
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hkn ; for, if bis pistol misses fire, he knocks you dowD 
with the butt end of it.' 

SIR WILLIAM GOOCH. 

270. Sir William Oooch, the governor of Wil- 
liamsbuig, walking along the street in conversation with 
a friend, returned the salute of a negro, who was pass- 
ing by. ' Do you deign,' said his friend, ' to take no- 
tice of a slave ?' * Yes,' replied the governor ; * for I 
cannot allow even a slave to excel me in good manners/ 

THE DUKE DE GRAMMONT. 

271. He was distinguished by the brevity, encigy, 
and point of bis speeches. He was commissioned to 
ask the kine of Spain, the Infanta his daughter in mar- 
riage for the king of France, * Sire,' said he to the 
king of Spain, ^ my mastef gives you peace ;' and then 
turning to the Infanta, he continued, ^ and to you, mad- 
am, he gives his heart and his crown.' 

272. He besieged a town, and the governor capito- 
lated. When the governor was introduced to him, be 
said, * I will confess to you, in confidence, that I pro- 
posed to surrender because I wanted powder.' ^ To 
return your confidence,' said the duke, ' I confess I 
granted you such good conditions, because I wanted 
ball* 

MR.GRATTAN 

273. Nbver lighted the fire of his eloquence into a 
more splendid blaze, than when he pronounced a pane- 
gyvic on the ereat lord Chatham. Grattan said ot lord 
Chatham, ^ His eloquence was an sera in the senate 
I>eculiar and spontaneous, familiarly expressing gigan- 
tic sentiments and instructive wisdom : not like the tor- 
rents of Demosthenes, or the splendid conflagration oi 
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TitUy ; it resembled sometiiDes tlie tbiinder, and some- 
times the. music, of the spheres. It li^i^htened oo the 
subject, and reached the point by the flasbim^s of the 
mind, which, like those of his eye, were felt, but could 
not be followed. ' 

' Upon the whole, there was in this man somethir^ 
that could create, subvert, or reform [ an understand- 
ing, a spkit, and an eloquence to summon mankind to 
society, or to break the bonds of slavei^ asunder, and 
to rule the wilderness of free minds with unbounded 
authority ; something that could establish or over* 
whelm an empire, and strike a blow in the world that 
should resound through the universe.' 

SIR FULK GREVIL. 

274. He was afterwards lord Brook. He was a 
member of the house of commons,, when the house 
insisted much upon precedents. ' ^^2»' ^^'^ ^^^ *^^ 
you stand so much upon precedents ? The times here- 
after will be good or bad. If good, precedents will 
do no harm ; if bad, power will make a way, where it 
finds none., 

LADY JANE GREY. 

275. Ladt Jane Grey, of the blood royal of £ng1and 
by both parents, was as much distin^ished by her 
learning, as by her sweetness of disposition, her piety, 
and other excellent qualities. When the learned Koger 
Ascham paid her a visit at her father's castle, at Brad* 
gate in Leicestershire, in 1690, all the family were 

fone a huntii^, except lady Jane, whom he found in 
er own apartment reading the Phaedon of Plato, in the 
original Greek. He asked her, why she lost such pas- 
time as there needs must be in the park ; to which she 
answered, smiling, ' I wist all their sport in the park is 
but a shadow to that pleasure I find in "Plato.' This 
naturally leading him to inquire, how a lady of her age 
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htd attained such profieieDc;^ in so learned an author 
as Plato ; * I will tell you,* said she, * and I will tell you 
a truth which perchance you will marvel at. One of 
the greatest benefits that ever God gave me is^ diat he 
sent me so sharp and severe parents, and so geotle a 
schoolmaster. For when I am in presence of either 
father or mother, whatever I do, be it sewing, playing, 
dancing, or doine any thing else, I am so shaiply taunt- 
ed, so cruelly threatened, yea presently, sometimes 
with pinches and other ways, that I think myself in bell 
till time comes that I must eo to Mr. Aylmer, who 
teacheth me so gently, so pleasantly, and with such 
fair allurements to learning, that I think all the time 
nothing while I am with him ; and when I am called 
from him, I fall on weeping, because whatsoever I do 
else but learnii^, is full of grief, trouble, fear, and 
wholly misliking unto me. And thus my boc^ hath 
been so much my pleasure, and bringeth daily to roe 
more and more satisfaction, that in respect of it, all 
else is in very deed but trifles and troubles untolbe-' 

GROSSETETE, BISHOP OF LINCOLN. 

Hb was an able scholar and enlightened divine of 
the thirteenth century. He was skilled in various lan- 
guages, arts, and 'sciences ; and that be possessed* a 
kind of knowledge, that of human nature, more valu- 
able than any other, will appear from the following an- 
ecdote. 

276. He had a brother a farmer, who was very am- 
bitious, and asked him to take him from his humble 
occupation and promote him to some hiejh office. — 
• Brother,' said the bishop, * if your plough is broken. 
I will pay for mending it , if one of your oxen should 
die, I will give you monoy to buy another ; but a 
fermer 1 found you, and a farmer I will leave you/ 
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GUIDO RENl. 

277. GuERciNO was very desirous to know the model 
by which Guido painted the heads of his women ; he 
therefore begged a common friend to prevail upon 
Guido to satisfy his curiosity. The friend went and 
made his request. Immediately Guido ordered the 
woman who ground his colours, who was ugliness itself, 
to sit down before* him, and pamted the most beautiful 
female head that could be imagined. * So,' said he 
to the astonished friend of Guercino, ' relate what you 
have seen me do ; and be assured, that when an artist 
has bis head filled with fine ideas, he wants no other 
model than such a one as you see before me.^ 

ADMIRAL HADDOCK. 

The family of the Haddocks were remarkable for 
their eminent services at sea. The grandfather, father 
and son, had medals given them at one and the same 
time, for their eallant behaviour in a general action 
against the Dutdb. 

278. When admiral sir Richard Haddoek was dying, 
he called his son, and said to him, * Considering my 
rank in life, and public services for so many years, 1 
shall leave you but a small fortune ; but, my dear boy, 
it was' honestly got, and will wear well ; there are no 
seamen's wages or provisions ; not one single penny of 
dirty money in it.' ^ 

THE EARL OF HALIFAX. 

279. At the beginning of the revolution in 1668* 
several persons of rank, who had been very actfve and 
serviceaole in bringing about that event, out who had 
DO great abilities, applied for some of the most consid- 
erable employments under eovernment. The earl of 
Halifax being consulted on the propriety of admitting 
these claims, * i remember,' said he, * to have read in 
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history, that Rome was saved by ^eese ; but I don't 
recollect that any of them were made consuls/ 

HANNIBAL. 

S80. Fabivs Maximus cautiously avoided coming to 
a general action with him, and exhausted bis patience 
by protracting the war. Fabius encamped upoD the 
mountains ; but Terentius, his colleague, rashly fight- 
ing with Hannibal, Fabius was obliged to descend mm 
his lofty station. He rescued Terentius, and drove the 
Carthagenians back with great loss. ' The clouds/ 
said Hannibal, ' wbich have been so long hovering 
over the mountains, have at length broke, and produc- 
ed a violent storm.' 

281. In a conference with Scipio Africanus, he talk- 
ded of the greatest generals. Scipio asked whom he 
thought the first in the world. He answered, ^Alex- 
ander the Great.' ' And the second V ^ Pyrrhus, king 
of Epirus.' ' And the Ihird V ' Myself,' said Haimibal. 
' Suppose you had conquered me, said Scipio, * where 
would you have placed yourself?' ^I snould have 
placed myself first,' was the reply. What must he 
lave thought of Scipio, who vanquished him ! 

289. Antiochu9, king of Syria, showed Hannibal the 
liSirge army he had raised to fight against the Romans. 
He drew out in review before him the foot soldiers, 
glittering with gold and silver, and the cavalry capari- 
soned with purple^trappings. The vain-glorious noon- 
arch beheld Hannibal surveying all this pompous pa- 
rade in silence, and presuming upon his approbation 
said, ' Do you not tbink that such troops as these will 
be enoug:h for the Romans.' * Yes,' said Hannibal, 
who well l^qew how to estimate show without strer^th^ 
' they will be enough for the Romans, if the Romam 
firere ^v^n ten ijrnes more ayaricious than they afe,* 
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SIR JOHN HARRINGTON, 

283. Now chiefly known as the translator of Ariosto's 
Orlando Furioso. He was distinguished in the court 
of £lizabeth for his wit and gallantry. He was th^ 
Martial of the day, as he published a book of neat 
epigrams. His royal mistress was pleased with his 
poetry. On his return from Ireland, and not long be- 
fore her death, sir John relates, that ' she bade th^ 
archbishop ask me (at the time when the fate of Lssex 
hui^ heavy upon her mind,] if I bad seen Tyrone. I 
replied, that 1 had seen him with the lord deputy £s>- 
sex. She looked up, with much ^rief in her counten- 
ance, and said, ' O now it mindeth me that you was 
oncy who saw this manne elsewhere ;' and hereat she 
dropped a tear, and smote her bosom. She held in her 
hand a goIdeA cuppe, which she often put to her 
lippes ; but in sooth her heart seemeth too full to lack 
.niore fillinge * * *. Her majesty inquired of some 
matters which I had written ; and as she was pleased 
to note my fanciful braine, I was not unheedful to feede 
faer humoure, and reade some verses, whereat she smil- 
ed once, and was pleased to saie, — ' When thou doste 
feete creepy inge time at thy gate, these fooleries will 
please thee lesse. I am past my relishe for such mat- 
ters ; thou seest my bodie meate doth not suit me well. 
I have eaten but one ill-tasted cake since yesternight.' ' 
— Extract of u Letter from Sir John to hts Lady, Dec. 
20, 1602. 

HENRY HEADLEY. 

284. He was the author of 'Select Beauties of an- 
ti^nt English Poetry,' and of some del ighttijl poems. 
His conversation like his writings, was rich in pointed 
remarks, and enlivened with flashes of wit.. Beuig a|k- 
ed the literary character of Ben Johnson, ' He show- 
ed,' said Headly, ' the patience of a drudge and the at- 
tainments of a pedant, but rarely the originality of a 
man of genius ; and from hts constant habit ot walk- 



■h 



X 



100 JLOW£RS OP WIT. 

ingODtbestilteofaittliorityandprescriptioa, be soon 
lost the free use of bid legs.' 

285. Speaking of an injudicious abridgoient of 
Quarles^s JSmUetM, put into modern language, be ex- 
claimed/' Alas, poor Qjnarles, bow are you disguised 
and degraded 1 This is like chaining Columbus to an 
oar, or making John duke of Marlborough a traifi-band 
corporal." 

28e. Beadley, although not so enthusiastic an admir- 
er of Viigil as his (riend Benwellf yet was very fond 
of all his original beauties. ' There are delicate touch- 
es, and discriptions of Virgil,' said Headley, 'which 
even the most skilful painter canAot represent, and 
which have escaped the observation of many of the 
commentators, and probably of more than one ciiiic' 
On being called upon for an instance, he repeated the 
-following lines : — 

♦ Fide Heeuban, aerUumque nurtu^ Priamumque per arau 
Sanguine fotdantem quos ipse sacraverat, igaes.' 

I It is remarkable,' added he, *that Dr. Blair, id his 
lectures, expressly selected this passage, as an in- 
stance of Viml's talents for poetical description ; but 
this exquisite beauty, the gwo* ipse sacraverat ignis, he 
ha^ omitted to notice.' This remark was tbo^ht by 
the company present, to be worthy of the refined ta^te 
and acumen of Quintilian, or Joseph Warton. 

DR. HENNEKER. 

287. Lord Chath am asked Dr. Henneker for a de- 
scription of wit. *Mv lord,' said lie, Vit is like 
wfcat a pension would be, if given by your lordshiD to 
your humble servant--a good thing weH applied.' 
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HENRY IV- 

The French/before their minds were poisoned by (be 
pestilent follies of the Revolution, entertained 
for none of their kin|s a greater regard than for Hen« 
]-y IV. This predilection was founded upon just 
grounds ; for he was affable, generous, and brave ; 
and had a capacity equa]l}r well adapted to peace or 
war. Aided by the sagacious councils of the duke of 
Sully, his friend and minister, he laid the found- 
ation ef that grandeur to which the French empire af- 
terwards rose. He made many a jocose, and many a 
pointed speech ; but never expressed himself in terms 
of malignity. 

288. When be was dangerously ill, in the year 
1598, he said to Sully : * my friend, I have no fear of 
death ; you have seen me face it a hundred times ; 
but I regret losing my life before I have been able, by 
governing my su^ects well, and easing their burthens, 
to convince them that I love them as much as I do my 
own children.' 

289.. Immediatelv before the battle of I vri in 1590. 
Heniy rode alons toe ranks of his army, and showed 
his soldiers his nelmet, surmounted with a plume ot 
white feathers, and said, with an ardour which be 
communicated : ^My children, look here ; if your 
standards are lost, this is the rallying point ; this will 
lead you to victory and glory.' 

290. After this battle, in which he was victorious, 
the jewels, and rich dresses of the duke de Joyeusc, 
general of the Catholics, were brought to him ; but he 
decliaed to' accept them, sayii^ in a tr^p spirit of a 
hero, *lt is the part of players to be vain of their rich 
diesses; but the true ornaments of a general are, 
courage and presence of mind in battle, and moderation 
after a victory.' 

• 291. He was once troubled with a fit of the gout; 
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and the Spanish ambassador coming theo to visit hlm^ 
and saying be was very sorry to see his majesty so 
lame ; he answered, ' As lame as I am, if there b^ oc- 
>casion, your master, the king of Spain, shall no ftdoner 
have his foot in the stirrup, than ne shall find me oo 
l)orseback.' 

292. Hemy IV. said to a Spanish ambassador, ' If 
the king your, master continues his aggressions..! am 
resolved to take up arms ; and I shall soon reach Ma- 
drid.' * So you ma^, sir,' said the ambassador ; * but 
recollect that Francis I. was there before you.' * For 
that very reason,' retorted Henry, * I will go there to 
avenge bis wrongsand my own.' 

-293. The testimony given to the martial abilities of 
Henry IV. by the duke of Parma, one of the greatest 

fenerals of his age, was very characteristic of the 
eetmess of his views, and the velocity of bis move- 
ments. ' Other generals,' said the duke, ' carry on war 
like lions and tigers ; but Henry carries it on like an 
eagle.' 

294. The magistrates of Paris received orders to 
entertain the ambassadors from the Swiss Cantoas. 
As this was likely to be a great expense, they asked 
leave of Henry to lay a tax upon the cisterns aod 
pumps, in order to defray it. * I beg,' said the con- 
siderate monarch, ' you will find some other method to 
feast my allies ;' do you not know that it is the excla- 
sive privilege of our blessed Saviour to change water 
into wine ?' 

295. When a person endeavoured to convince him. 
that his excessive clemency in pardoning all his ene- 
mies would prove ir\jurious, he observed, ^ You roar 
catch more fiies with a spoonful of honey, than with a 
ton of vinegar.' 

« I 

296. Henry IV. walked i^ne day with the duke de 
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Mayenne, who had disputed his right to the crown of 
France, and made war aeainst him. The duke was 
corpulent, and a very bad walker ; and the king en- 
joyed tiring him, by making him walk fast for a con- 
siderable time : when the king at last stopped, he said- 
to the duke with his usual pleasantir, * Cousin, we are 
DOW even ; I have had my revenge.' 

297. Heniy hearing it observed, that James I. of 
England was a second Solomon, * True,' said he, *' i 
think be is the son of David the fiddler,' alludii^ to, 
David Rizzio. 

2Sf8. Heniy received congratulations from the depu- 
ties of the parliament of Paris for a victoiy he had 
gained. The king directed their attention to the mar- 
shal de Biron, who had f^reatly contributed to his suc- 
cess. * Gentlemen,' said the king, ' this is the hero 
whom I present with equal pleasure to my friends and. 
to my enemies.' 

299. He was as intrepid as he was affable and fa- 
cetious. His friends were alarmed for his safety, and' 
remonstrated with him, that in the midst of conspira- 
tors, he oug^ht to take more care of his person, and not 
go out so frequently alone, or at least not so ill attend- 
ed. * Fear,' said he, ought never to have a place in a 
royal mind. Those who fear death will never attempt 
my life ; and those who despise life, will always be 
masters of mine, although a thousand guards were set 
to prevent them. None but tyrants ought to live in 
constant fear.' 

JOHN HEYWOOD. 

He was a favourite at court, both in the reign of Hen- 
ry VIII. and Qjjeen Mary, as a poet and a jester. He 
was one of the first who wrote EInglish plays. 

300, He wrote a woirk called ^ The spider and the 
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Fly, a Parable.' in 1556. It contains bo less than 
seventy-seven cnapters : at the beginning of every one 
of these chapters is a portrait of the author, either 
standing or sitting before a table, with a book upon it, 
and a window near it hung round with cobwebs » flies 
and spiders. 

Can there be found in the annals of authorship, ao 
instance of such consummate vanity ? ~ 

sot. Queen Mary asked him, ' what fiind blew him 
to court." He answered, * He was blown there by two 
winds ; one was to see your majesty.' ' V^e thank 
you for that,' said the queen ; ' but pray tell me, what 
was the other V ' the other,' said he, ' was, that your 
majesty might see me.' 

302. When he saw a gentleman riding wi^h a lady of 
doubtful character sitting behind hira, he said, *' Truly, 
sir, I should say- that your horse was overloaded « if I 
did not perceive that the lady you carry is very /tg-fti.' 

303* When it was obsei-ved, that the number of law- 
yers would ruin the profession^ * By no means,' said he, 
* for the more spaniels in the field, the mor^ game,' 

3Q4. Dining one day with a gentleman whose beer 
was better hopped than malted, the gentleman asked 
Hey wood, how he liked his beer. * By the faith of my 
body ;' said he, * it is very well hopped ; but if it had 
bopped a little further, it had bopped into the water.' 

305. He compared severe critics upon the works of 
authors, ' to those unmannerly guests, who, when they 
have been well and'kindly feasted, flinch away, never 
giving thanks, but dispraising and depraving their 
courteous entertainment.' 

BISHOP HOUGH. 

306. A TouKO seQtlemaD, whose family bad beea 
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veil acciuainted with Dr. John Boagh, bishop of Wor- 
^est^r, io making the tour of EnglaM, called to pay bis 
respects to bis lordship as be passed by bis seat in tfie 
Dountiy : it happened to be dinner time, and the room 
full of company. The bishop, however, received him 
with ^reat familiarity ; but the servant, in reaching him 
a chair, threw down a curious weather-glass, that bad 
cost twent]|[ guineas, and broke it. The gentleman was 
under infinite concern, and began to excuse the servant, 
and make an apology for being himself the occasion of 
the accident ; when the bishop, with great good nature 
interrupted him : * Be not unaer any concern,' said he^ 
smiting ; * for I am much beholden to you for it. We 
have nad a very dry season, and now I hope we ^all 
have rain. I never saw the ^lass so low in my life l^ 

The bishop was at that time more than fourscore. 
The combination of so great an age, with such perfect 
good humour was surely admirable. 

HENRY HOWARD. 

307. He was earl of Northampton, and lord privy 
seal to king James I. The king took great delight in 
conversing with him at his table. The king ask&i him 
upon a sudden i ' My lord, have you not a desire to 
see Rome V The earl answered, ' Yes indeed, sir.' 
The king said, * And why ?' The earl answered, * Be- 
cause it was the seat of the greatest monarchy, and the 
seminary of the bravest men in the world, whilst it was 
heathen; and then, secondly, because afterwards it 
was the see of so many holy bishops in the primitive 
church, most of them martyrs.' The king would not 
give over the conversation, and said, * And for nothing 
else V The earl answered ; * Yes, for two things 
more ; the one, to see him who, the^ say, has so great 
a power to forgive other men their sins ; and the other, 
to hear anti-christ say his creed.' 

368. When peace was renewed with the French in 
England, several of the great counsellors were present- 

9* 
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ed by the French witb jewels ; bttt tbe Iprd Hemy 
Howard, altliQU|^ a couDsellor, was omitted. Where- 
upon the king said to him, * My lord, how happens it 
that you have not a jewel as well as the rest ?' Upon 
which question, my lord answered, with an admirable 
equiTfoque^ alluding to the well-known f^ble in i£sop : 
Jsofi sum Gallus, itaque non reperi gemTrtam. 

HOWARD THE PHILANTHROPIST. 

309. He had sevisral interviews with Joseph II. em- 
peror of Giermany. Howard took the freedom to com- 
plain of the comfortless and unwholesome state of the 
Austrian and Hungarian prisons. The emperor, who 
valued himself upon a code of penal laws more effica- 
cious but less sanguinary than the English, was nettled, 
and replied : * 1 don't use the prisoners worse than you 
do in England, where^you hang them up by dozens at 
a time.' ' Very true,' replied Howard ; * but permit 
me to assure your majesty, that I had rather be hanged 
in England, than live in your German dungeons.^ He 
soon took his leave. ' in truth,' said the emperor to 
prince Kaunitz, ' this Englishman is no flatterer.' 

LORD HUNSDON. 

310. Lord Hunsdqn, a distinguished nobleman in tbe 
court of %ieen Elizabeth, said, ' To have the courage 
to notice an affront, is to be upon a level with an adver- 
sary : to have the charity to forgive it, is to be above 
him.' 

JOHN HUNTER. 

311. The celebrated John Hunter was a man of such 
wonderful diligence, that he has often told his friends, 
that for thirty years, summer and winter, the sun never 
found him in bed. He osed to say, * I never have any 
difficulties ; a thing either can lie done, or it cannot. 
I fit can be done, 1 may do it as well as another, if 
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ivill take equal pains. If it cannot be done, I will not 
attempt to ao it.' 

A GRAND IDEA. 

312. The chief of a small canton of Indians, upon 
the banks of the MissisUppi in Louisiana, every morn- 
ing as soon as he issues from bis cabin, extenaing his 
arm and moving^ it, says, ^ Thus I trace the path which 
the sun may describe in the course of the day.' 

POPE INNOCENT VII. 

313. A17DREA Marteneti, sl Celebrated artist, paint- 
ed by order of pope Innocent VII. the four Cardinal 
Virtues, with their opposite Vices. The pope not re- 
warding him as he expected, he said, ' Holy father, 
shall 1 paint one more vice, called Ingratitude ?"* 
* Yes,' answered the pope, * if you add another virtue, 
which is Pafo'encc* 

SIR JOSEPH JEKYLL. 

314. Two very lovely, hut bashful girls,1iad a cause 
of some importance depending at Westminster, that re- 
quired their personal appearance. The^ were relations 
of sir Joseph Jeky 11, and on this formidable occasion 
they desired his company and countenance at the court. 
Sir Joseph attended accordingly ; and the cause being 
opened, the judge demanded, ^Whether he was to en- 
title these ladies sptVw^crs.' 'No, my lord,' said sir 
Joseph, * they are lilies of the valley ; they toil not, 
neither do they spin ; yet you see, that no monarch, in 
all his glory, was ever arrayed like one of these.' 

DR. JOHNSON. 

316. A votJNG clergyman, veiy deficient in learningi, 
compiaioiog to Dr. Johnson, that spme how or other he 
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had lost all his Greek ; * I suppose,' said the do^efor* 

* it was 'at the time I lost my great estate in Yorkshire/ 

316. The doctor treated Mrs. Siddons, when she 
called upon him in Bolt Court, with the most maiked 
politeness. Frank, his servant, pould not immediately 
'bring her a chair ; * You see, madam,' said the doctor, 

* wherever you go, how difficult it is to find seatd.' 

C n. While he was in the Isle of Mull, a very dreaiy 
and barren place, he saw something moving upon 
the ground, and asked Bos well what it was. * A crow/ 
was the answer. * What !' said the doctor, * have jcm 
wings i and do you stay here .^' 

318. Dr. Johnson insisted upon the necessity of the 
subordination of rank in society. * Sir,' said be to Mr 
Bos well, * there is one Mrs. Macauley in this town, a 

freat republican. One day, when I was at her bouse, 
put on a very grave countenance, and said, * Madani^ 
1 am become a convert to your system. To give you a 
decifiive proof I am in earnest ; here is a very sensible, 
well-behaved fellow-citizen, your foottnan, I desire 
that he may be allowed to sit down and dine with us/ 
She has never liked me since this proposal. Your lev- 
ellers wish to level down as far as themselves, but tbej 
cannot bear levelling up to themselves. 

3 ID. When he had finished a part of his tragedy ei 
Irene, he read some passages of it to his friend Mr. 
Walmsley, who was registrar of the spiritual court. Mr. 
Walmsley objected to bis having brougbt his heroine 
, into great distress in a very early part of the play, 
and asked him, *How can you possibly contrive to 
plunge her into deeper calamity r Johnson replied: 
*Sir, I can put her into the spiritual court.' 

320. Mr. Ogilvie, a Scotchman, diffuse in the praises 
of his native countiy, assured Dr. Johnson that Scot- 
land had a great many noble and wild prospects. 
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^ohnson^'^* I believe, sir, you hare a great many, 
^orvray too has noble wild proipects. But, sir, let me 
ell you, the noblest prospect a Scotchman ever sees, is 
he high road that leads biot to England !' • 

321. The doctor, during his visits to Oxford, pas- 
»ed many hours with Mr. Thomas Warton in Trinity 
[I^ollege , and was much pleased with the garden and 
ibrary there. Some person expressed his preference 
>f Christ-Church library. 'Sir,' said the doctor, /you 
xiay go to Christ-Church library*to prance^ but Trin- 
ty library is the place for study, ^ 

3£2. It was a favourite maxim of the doctor, that 
the pleasure of mental or bodily exertion was Qnly in 

F proportion to the reward that would attend it. Sir' 
oshua Reynolds talked to him of the gratification he 
tiad felt in working hard to finish 6ne of his pictures. 
Some iadies were present at this conversation. 'Sir,' 
said Johnson, ']fou had no pleasure in the mere work ; 
you were looking to the final cause, for which you 
toiled/ Then turning to the ladies in a courteous 
manner ; 'Possibly,' continued he, 'we may discuss 
this subject in a manner too abstruse to be intelligible 
to all of you, ladies ; but, to make it more cleAr, you 
have only to recollect, that it was not for the mere 
pleasure of swimmii^, that Leander was so often 
induced to cross the Hellespont.' 

323. Mr. Boswell talked to him of the expulsion o 
the six methodists from the university of Oxford.-* 
Johnson said, that their expulsion was just and proper. 
' What have they to do at an university, who are not 
willing to be taught, but will presume to teach ? Sir, 
they were examined, and found to be mighty ignorant 
fellows.^ Boswell^'— >* But was it not ham. sir, to ex- 
pel them ? for I am told they were ^ooa beings.'*- 
Johnson,^^* Sir, they might be good beings ; but they 
were not fit to be in the university. A cow is a very 
good being in a field, but we turn her out of a garden/ 
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324. Mrs. Piozzi said of him» * that his attention fa 
veracity was without equal or example : and when 1 
mentioned Clarissa as a perfect character, * On the 
contrary,' said he, ' you may observe, there is alway? 
somethm^ which she prefers to truth.' FieJdin^s 
Amelia, m his opinion, was the most pleasing heroine 
of all romances. 

325. When the le'^med professions were talked of— 
* Scorn,' said he, * to put your behaviour under the 
dominion of canters. * Never think it clever to caU 
physic a mean study, or law a dnr one ; or ask a baby 
of seven years old, which way nis genitu leads him ; 
when we all know, that a boy of seven years old has 
no genius for any thing except a peg-top and an apple* 
pie. But fix on some business where much money may 
be got, and little virtue risked. . Follow that business 
steadily ; and do not live as Roger Ascham says the 
wits do — * Mm know not how ; and at kut die obmMrt- 
ly. men mark not where,* ' 

326. The following most seveie epigram is said to 
have been written by Dr. Johnson before he was pen- 
sioned : 

*^ AugfnstQfl Yives lo Maro's poKsh'd straiii^ 

And Spenser's muse ndoms Eliza's reign. 

The deeds of mighty George great Whitehead aings; 

God always forms the poets for the kings.^ 

327. A person endeavouring to prove to Dr. Johnson, 
that an atheist may be a man of a good moral character. 
* Sir,' said the doctor, ' when a man rejects his allegi- 
ance to his great Creator, what has he to restrain him 
from the perpetration of crimes ? If an atheist was to 
drink lea with me, I should look very carefully af^er 
my spoons.' 

328. He conversed with sir Joshua Ke^rnolds upon 
the subject of friendship. * If a man,' said Johnson, 
' does not make new acquaintance, as be advances in 
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life, h9 will soon find himself alone. A man, sir> should 
keep bis friendships in constant repair.* 

329. Mrs. Thrale, who has endeavoured to display 
her own talents rather than to show off Dr. Johnson to 
advantage in her account of him^ was rather of a di- 
minutive size. One day she appeared in complete 
mourning, and solicited the doctor s approbation of her 
dress. For some time the doctor smiled at her vanity, 
and said nothing. Not deterred by his silence, she re- 
sumed the subject ; and repeatedly asked, ' What do 
you think of niy dress, doctor ? what do tou think ol 
my dress ?' * Itfadam,' at length respondecT the doctor, 
^ your dress does 'riot suit your figure : consider, you 
are an insect^ and that of all insects the most gaify 
dressed are the most agreeably to the eye.' 

Slk WILLIAM JONES. 

330. Da. Johnson, with justice, styled him ' The 
most enlightened of the sons of men.' He was distin- 
guished by his early great proficiency as a linguist. 
Whei) he was in France, he was introduced at the 
xourt of Versailles with a curious speech. *I intro- 
duce to your majesty,' said the English ambassador to 
the grand monarquty * a gentleman who understands 
all languajges, except the native language of his father.' 
It may be necessary to add, that bis, father was a 
Welchtrum 

BEN JONSON. 

*St. John's college, Cambridge, may boast of the 
honour of part of his education. Aner he left the uni- 
vershy, he passed **»rough many occupations ; for he 
was a bricklayer, a soldier, a player, and amidst them 
aH a poet. 

331. A vintner, to whom he was in debt, invited him 
to dinner ; and told him that if he would give him an 
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immediate answer to the following questions, he would 
forgive him his debt. The Yintner asked him, what 
God is best pleased with : what the devil is best pleas- 
ed with ; what the world is besf pleased with ; aod 
what be was best pleased with. Ben, without the least 
hesitation, gave the following reply ; which, as an im- 
promptu, £serves -no small snare ^f praise : 

^ God is best pleased, when men forsake their tm ; 
The devil^R best plea8*d, when they persist therein ; 
The world's best pleasM, when thou dost sell good wine; 
And you're best pleasM, when I do pay for mine." 

JOSEPH II. EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 

332. He was a model of liberali^, afiabilitj, and 
condescension. When he was at Paris on a visit to bis 
sister the c|ueen of France, in 1777, he honoured no one 
with a visil who did not experience his condesc^endiif 
manners and his bounty. He frequently said to those 
who wer^ anxious to show their deference to his exalt- 
ed rank: 'Be covered, you put me under restraint ; 

Sut on yoar hat, or I shall take off mine. Go not to the 
oor with me, your time ' is precious. Tell oae the 
truth, I seek to know it ; converse with me freely ; di^ 
guise nothing, for I wish to be informed.' 

333. An old Austrian officer, who had a pension veiy 
insufficient for the demands ot his family, explained to 
the emperor his indigent situation, and entreated his 
compassion ; saying[ that he bad ten children alive. 
The emperor, wishing to know the truth of this repre- 
sentation, went to the officer's house in disguise ; and, 
instead of ten, found eleven children there. * This 
eleventh child,' said the old officer, * is a poor oipbao 
that I took into my house from motivesof ccmpassioo.' 
The emperor immediately ordered a hundred iorins to 
be given to each of the children. 
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ICMg^ d*r ENGLAND. 
WILLIAM RUFUS. 

-334. Ti^ monarch w66 b^fltth*T6frerof Lonciotf 
^nd Westmin^jef Hall mixai have bad magnificent ideas.* 
Although he was neither eminent for wisdom nor good- 
liess, an instance is rieCorded of his intrepidity. He, 
want^ to go to sfea in stormy weather,' and the pffot of 
the veiSse] in which he embarked exDf^ssed apprehen- 
sions of danger. He still persisted in nis design. * Di4 
you evet/ said he to the |9itot, ^ hear of a king's b6ii^' 
drovtoM V 

RICHARD' CCBtJR DE LI6N. 

WiTEW llichaid Coeiir de Li6h first proposed i ^df- 
age to refebvef thi6 Holy f.and iVorn the yoke of tl^ itf-> 
frde^ Fttlke, cu)*ate of Ne'welly a zealods* preached of 
tiie crusades, advised the king to get rid 9f his^ tthfee- 
fevoisrite daoghters : Prid^*, Avarice,^ and Volujtaou*- 

S3B, Tfei king'^ an^wei^w^Il iHusfrate's the <Shar^<S^; 
f6r of the times. * You counsel well,' said Richard ;■ 
^and f hereby- dispose of the first to the knights tern-, 
plars,^ of the second to the Benedictine' monlS, and 6^ 
fhc third to^ my prelates;' 

HENRY IV. OF ENGLMd. 

3d6; A SERVAJJTT of f/tmce Henry, (afterwards Heifii-* 
fy V.) was arraigned before sir VVilliara' Gascoigji*,' 
ford chietiustice of the KingV Bench, fotfebny. The 
pr'wte endeavoured to take hissert^ahtaway',and6di](W 
op to the bench #ith such f\jrry, that the behoJdcfiry 
Chot^ht he Would have nrttck the jufee. B« he kej^t' 
his seat, pfeserVed hisf temper,- and, Without delate 
colftoiltted the prmce ^risonei? i& the JKngV hen$lSr* 
Iber^ ta remain Hll the pleasuri^el the ktflg feSs ftfd^ 
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should be knowo. An officious courtier rao to Mum 

the kinff, probably thinking to ino?e his aoger against 
the lord chief justice for such an indignity offered to 
the heir apparent ; but great was his surprise at the 
king's observation. * I thank God,' said be, * for bis 
great goodness in giving me at the same time, a judge 
who has the courage to administer the laws, and a sofi 
who has the disposition to obey them.' 

. HENRY VII. 

■ • 

337. Sir Robert Dimock, at the coronatioB of Henry 
VIL, came on horseback into Westminster HalJ, where 
the kiog dined, and casting his gauntlet on the gidand, 
challenged any one who dare question the king^ r^t 
to the crdwn. The king, pretending he was a stnu^ei 
to the aistom of giving, such a chaUenge, asked a Stan- 
der-by what the knight said. The answer was, ' He 



33S. Dr. Heylin, in his Cosmography, says, * There 
goes a tale, that Henry VH., who had been brought up 
in a private manner in the country, beihg once pressed 
by some of his council to pursue his title to the crown 
of France, returned this answer, That France indeed 
was a flourishing and gallaut kingdom ; but Finland, 
m his mind, was as iine a seat for a country ffenUeman 
as any could be found in Europe.' 



JAMES I. 



339. To his other titles he might have added those 
ot King of pedants^ and professor of punning. He was 
as remarkable for his love of a pun, as for his hatred to 
a drawn sword or a pipe of tobacco. When he visited 
the umveKity of Cambridge, he heard two ^ ed 
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preachers, sir tsaac Wake and Mr. Sleep. M am inr 
clined to s/c«p,' said he, 'when! hear Wakey and to 
-wizke when I bear Sleep,* 

340. Elizabeth Weston^ a youn^ girl, was presented 
to James I. as an English prodigr, because sh^ was 
deeply learned. The ^rson who introduced her, 
boasted of her proficiency in antient lan&^uages. ' I 
can assure your majesty,' said he, ' that she can both 
speak and write Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.' * These 
are rare attainments for a damsel,' said James ; * but 
pray tell me, can she spin ?' 

341. Among the addresses presented to James 1. on 
his accession to the English throne, was one from the 
town of Shrewsbury, in which the loyal inhabitants ex- 
pressed a wish, that his majesty might reien as long as 
the sun, m^n, and stars endured, ' Faith mon,' said 
the khig to the person who presented it, ' If i do reign 
so long, my son must reign by candle light.* 

CHARLES II. 

f 

Reposing upon the couch of indolence and sensuality 
after the dangers and the sorrows of his exile, he plan- 
ned measures inconsistent with the liberty and the hap- 
f>iness of his people. He was the only king of Eng- 
and who was ever a pensioner of France. He pleased 
by the aflfability of bis manners and the gaiety of his 
conversation, and seemed desirous to throw off the 
robes of royalty, and to foi^et that he was a sovereign. 

342. This facetious monarch asked Dr. Stillingfleet 
one day, bow it happened that he always read his ser- 
mons before him, Wnen.he was informed that he always 
preached without book elsewhere. The doctor told the 
kii^, that the awe of so noble an audience, and parti<:u- 
larly the rojral presence, made him afraid to trust him- 
self * But in return, will your majesty give me leave 
to ask you a question too ? Why do you read your 
speeches, when you can have none of the same reasons V 



^ Whgr tnily, doctor/ replif d tbe king, * joor question 
i^ a very plain ope, a^nd sp will be my amirer. I have 
iisked my subjects so often, aod for so much pntffmj^ that 
I ani asi^ameq to loo^ them id t^ face.' 

343,* Grej^orip Lett beine one (day a4 Charles Il/a 
leTee/the ki^ said to bim, Xeti, 1 bear you are writ- 
ing tbe bistory of tbe court of fjnglaod.' ^ $ir»* said 
he, M have been for some time preparing materials for 
3uch a Mstory.' *" Take care/ said tbe kin^* * that your 
|work fives np pffence.' ' Sir,' implied I^etu ' 1 will do 
what lean ; but if a man were as wise as $oilptnpD, he 
would scarce be able to avoid giving some oflSence.' 
' VV by then,' rejoined the king, ^ be as wise aft Solo- 
nop ; wHtP pipyerbs^ not histories.' 

344. Utility only can give value to the-iuierciae of 
bodily as well as pientalap^ivity. WheafDhades 11. 
saw a man climb, tp tbe top of tbe 6er^taffon the piDna* 
cle of Sal isbury $pire. ' CXlds fish f sa id hp^ ^ this man 
Ahall baire i^ patpnt, tbi^t nobody may do this biithim; 
self.' 

346. Of tbe climate of Engla]Ml» he used to say, 
'*' There were more d^ays in the year, and inoirp hours in 
the day, th^it a man <:ould takp exercise out of dopn, 
than in any countfy be Had ever known.' 

34Q. The dukje of Buckingham gave this charactei 
of the two royal brothers, Charles and James ; * That 
the elder could see things, if He would ; and tbe young- 
er would see things if be could.' 

347. Lord Rochestejr said of Charles II., * that be 
pever said a foolish thing) and never did a wise one.' 
When the king was informed of this tart speech, which 
certainly conveyed tolerably just ideas pf his character, 
he oliserved, that the reason of \\ie difference was thr», 
f My conversation is mv o\yn, ^ut my actions, are my 
ministers'.? 
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KING JAMES n. 

348. Hfi said to the vice-chanceMor of Oxford, * I 
would recommend humility to your university, and that 
you should all preach .Hby heart. The preachers^ be* 
yond sea are al! weH accepted for so doing. You are 
indeed good scholars : but when you grow lip, you 
grow lazy, and lose all you have gotten;' 

* 

349. A gentleman arriving at St. Germain's where 
king* James II. kept bis court* went to wait upon bim ; 
wheretipon the king demanded what news from Enr- 
land. ' None very good, sir.' * Well, but how stands^ 
my interest there r says tbe king. * Why truly, sir,' 
answered the gentleman, Mt is tery considerable amonpr 
the {adies, for I believe all the women of easy virtue 
are for your majesty.' ' Ay,' says king James, ' and 
if all the men of easy virtue there were for me too, I 
should soon be in the palace at Whitehall. 

WILLIAM III. 

ft 

350. Whek almost a boy, as stadtbolder, be with- 
stood the ibrmidable French invasion of Holland in 
1 672 ; and the opposite faction, and even his friends, 
asked what he pretended to. ' To defend my country,' 
said be ; *" to make a stand in the last ditch, and to die 
there.' 

351. When stadtholder, and engaged in a war 
against France, he formed the design of laying siege to 
Charleroy. He marched to execute this plan, which 
no one suspected ; when a very inquisitive colonel 
ventured to ask him some' questions upon the subject. 
* If t make you my confidant,' said William, ' will you 
not communicate my designs to any one ?' * Most as- 
suredly not,' said the colonel. ' Heaven,' replied Wil- 
liam, * is not so partial in the distribution of its favours 
as you imagine ; it has given me the power of keeping 
a secret, as well as yourself.* 

JO* 
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filSSf. hotd If toksiroilh, nko Iwd rtlided at Cep«B- 
lieg^n as ambassador from England^ pubiished An Ac^ 
p9uni of Lkfmavk, 9i Taloable yrfrk, and beki in high 
^t^m; Id it he made some severe rpmairks upon tbe 
dLespotic form of the Daiiish eoyemtiieiit. Ttie kmg^ of 
P^nmark, offended at wtiat be termed the insolepce of 
the author, ordered (lis minister at the court of Ewland 
ip make a cqmpiaiqt to king William U}, * What 
ifoiild yofi have me do ?' said king Wi]|iam, in answer 
^p the rennonstrance of the Dane. ' Sir,' implied tbe 
^mi^ter^ ^ if your majesty bad complained to tlie king 
fny master Qla similar onencey ere '|iow he woold have 
siant tp yop tbe autbor^s head. * This,' replied WiUiam, 
i\ Jiav* neither the power nor the inelmation to do \ 
f]|it if you choose it, ford Molesvfortb shall insert what 
fcm have JDSt now suggested )o me, in the s^cof^ edj- 

GEORGE I- 

g$3. O9 a joDrney to Hanover tb^ coach qf Geoige 
\, breaking down, be was obliged to take shelter in toe 
next country-house, which belonged to a gentleioan at- 
tached tp tlij^ Stuart family. The king was sbpwn into 
^Ije best room, wber^ in the mq^t bonouvable place ap- 
peared a jportrait of the Pretender. Tl|e possee^or in 
p^ireat contusion was about tQ apologise ; wbeq the king 
stopped him by saying, with a ffood-natifrpd Siiii|e| 
T Upon Riy >vQrd, jt is very inucb like the family.' 

* 

3^. Mr. B P^ *^ bad killed a man very basely^ 
and jqdge Dormer, whose sister he bad married, went 
\q Jfing Gfeoige 1. to petition for him i allowing, bow- 
l^yer, that nothing cpuld be tfi^ged in alleviation of his 
|C]firae, but tfiat be hoped his majesty would save him 
and bis fan^ily from tl^e infamy his executi0n woql4 
pring upon them. ^ So, Mr. Justice,' said the king, 
r |vhat you prppose to me is, that I should transfer tm 
Infamy' frpm you and yo|]r family, to me and mj 
family.' ' ' '^ 



.^-^m:aa^ 
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jS66^ A Gefttfto^ Qoblf nMR omMj oqtigrattikitted faim 
OD his being savereifD both of Great Britain and Hano* 
ver. * Raiber,' said be» * ctagratnlale me on having 
such a subject in the one as Newton, and such a subject 
jn theptberas Leif^nttz.' 

KING GEORGE II. 

356. ]>(rRiNG t^e rebjellion in 1745, the king; came. 
pne day to the council chamber la tier than usual ^ afid 
having asked the subject of the deliberations, was tol4 




■fenolve^ip die king of England.' 

DR. WILLIAM KING, 

257. The celebrated principal of St. Mary Hall, in 
Oxford, 1718. In viqdication of himself from his ene- 
mies of the court, who attributed intrigue, if not treason, 
to him, he said * I inherited a patrimony, which 1 found 
sufficient to supply my wants, and to leave me at liber- 
ty to pursue those liberal studies which afforded m^ 
ihe most solid pleasures in my youth, and are the de- 
light and ergoyment of my old age. Besides, I always 
conceived a secret horror of a state of servility and cfer 
pendence ; and I never yet saw a placeman or a cour- 
tier, whether in higher or lower life, whether a priest 
pr a layman, who was his owq master** 

358. Thomas Warton, jp his Triumph of Isis, paid 
him the highest compliment on the Latin oration which 
he spdke in the Theatre at Oxford, on the opening pt 
the liadcliffe library, in 1746. 

The description does honour to the poet ; and it is 
here introduced, because it is one of the best poeti^a) 
sketches of a public speal^er extant -f-rr 
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'See on you stage how all atteiitive flUtodg, 

To catoh lus darting^ eye and waving liand : 

Hark ! he begint with all a Tally'i ait. 

To pour iht dictates of a Cato^i heart ; 

Skiird to pronounce what noblest thoughts inspire, 

He blends the speaker^s with the patriot's fire. 

Bold to conceive, uor timorous to conceal. 

What BritOQs dare to tliink, he dares to tell. 

'Tis his alike the ear and eye to charm, 

To win with acti6n, and with sense to warm ; 

Untaught in flowery diction to dispense 

The lulling sound of sweet impertinence, 

In frowns or smiles, he gains an equal prise. 

Nor menaly fears to fall, nor creeps to rise ; 

Bids hs^ppier days to Allsion be restored. 

Bids anlieot Justice rear her radiant sword ; 

From me, as from my country wins applause. 

And makes an Oxford's a 6ritannia*s cause.' I 

SIR GODFREY KNELLER. 

359. *By Heaven I love you, Mr. Cock,' said si| 
Godfrey Kneller to Cock the auctioneer, 'and 1 wil' 
do you good ; but you must do something for me too, 
Mr. Cock : one hand can wash the face, but two hands 
wash one another.' 

THE MODERN LACONIC. . 

That neither the laconic style nor the spirit tbat 
dictated it expired with the antient Spartans, may be 
proved by the following instances. 

360. William the conqueror, as soon as he set his 
foot on English grdund, burned his ships, and cried : 
^Soldiers, behold your country.' 

361. Henry IV. of France, previous to a battle, said 
to his troops : 4 am your king ; you are Frencbmea; 
behold the enemy.' 

The following instance of the epistolary laconic i^ 
beyond all competition : 
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362. Sir Ckoige W^ltop, adlnml of die hhe^ was 
detached August 11, 171B« wij^lfae Caoterbiiry and 
five other sbips, after a Spanish jj^et ; aod .on the 
}8tb be forji^^araed to a^mintl Byiig the foUowing letr 
4er : 

'Sir, — We have taken anddestrojed fdl the Spanish 
ships ai^d vessels that were ^pon the coast. The nuiOr 
ber as p/er margin. 



f am, .&c. 
G. Walton. 



Gaoterbary, off Syracasiei 
Ang. 16, 1718, 



f 7al;/;9t. Burnt, 

Admiral Marl and fibur nfen Four men of war,of 54, 44« 

,orw^r,60,^.40, aod24fl;uD8; 40^ and SO tpioi; afire- 

a sl^p ladea with an^, and a ^hlp and p, bombr-veiteV 
boffib-y^Mel, 

GEIV ERAL LAMBERT 

363. Skin very pithily, 'That the best of Rieii are 
not inenatthe best.' 

Suob a sentifflent as this proves that apothegms ^re 
hut confined to thit wise men pf antiquity. 

LA LANDE. 

364. This eminent ^astronomer, during the moat 
perilous times of the Fr^pch Revpiutton, confined htnvf 
self closely tp the persuits of his favourite science^, 
When he was asked tp what happy cause he was in- 
debted (or escaping the fury of Robespierre^ he jocose? 
\y answiered, '1 may thank my stars tor my pfeserva- 
tion.' 

BISHOP LATIMER. 

36i^. ^isnops Latimer and Ridley were bail^a? 
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V 

Tously burnt alive at Oxford in the reign of bloody 



tor our sufferings will lead men to inquire into tbe mer- 
its of that cause for. yirhich we suffer ; and this fire will 
li^ht such a candle in England, as I trust in God's grace 
will never be extinguished.' 

LE CLERC. 

366. SoMR person observed to this acute and prc- 
found scholar, 'I think ^De mortuis nil nisi hodvnC is ae 
good saying.' *De raortuis nil nisi verw/n^ said Le 
Clerc, *is a better.' *Why so ?'jBecause truth can 
do no harm to the dead, and niay do great good to the 
living,* 

BISHOP LEIGHTON. 

367. Soon afler the Restroration, when episcopacy 
was introduced into Scotland, Leighton was consecrat- 
ed bishop of Dumblane. At his entrance upon office 
he gave an instance of moderation. Sharp, and other 
bishops, intended to enter Edinburgh in a poiApous 
manner. Leighton remonstrated against it. ^How can 
these men,' said Sharp, with his usual vehemence, 
^expect moderation from us, when they themselves im- 
posed their Covenant with so much zeal and tyranny 
on others ?, — *For that very reason,' answered Leig^h- 
ton mildly, iet us treat them wtth gentleness, and ^how 
them the difference between their principles and ours.* 

LESSING. 

368. When this celebrated Gennan poet was re- 
ceived into the order of free masons at Hamburgh, one 
of his friends, a zealous free mason, took him aside 
into an adjoining roouj, and asked him, ' Is it not true, 
that you find nothing among us against the govemibent, 
religion, or morals f * Yes,' answered Lessing, with 
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^reat vivacity, ' but would to hearen I had ; I i^ould 
;hen, at least, have found scnneihdng^ 

LICHSTENBERG. 

369. LicHSTENBERG was asked what be thought of 
Lavater, the Myriter oq physiognomy, the great transla- 
tor of countenances. ^ Lavater seems,' said he *' to for- 
get, that the influence of climate, nourishment, disease, ' 
3ind other accidental circumstances, may produce in 
the countenance those lines and appearances which he 
lays down as the marks of vicious passion : and thus a 
rash and erroneous judgment may be pronounced at the 
expense of charity and truth.' 

SIR GEORGE l.ISLE. 

370. One of the bravest of the generals of Charles 
I. He was one of those who so nobly defended Col- 
chester in 1648. The same day the rebel army took 
the place, he was ordered to be shot. When he was 
about to be executed, and thinking that the soldiers 
who were to despatch him stood at too^eat a distance, 
he desired them to approach nearer. One of them said, 
' I warrant we shall hit you.' He replied with a smile, 
' Friends, I have been nearer to you, when you have 
missed me.' 

MADAM DE LONGUEVILLE, 

371. Her friends advised madam de' Longueville, 
who was a very virtuous and diffident lady, to go to 
court, in order to set the courtiers a good example. ' I 
cannot,''said she, ' set a better example, than by not 
going to court at all.' 

LOUIS XL 

372. Louis XI. used to compare the nobilty of his 
kingdom to so many Actaeons. * They are,' said he, 
eaten up by their dogs and horses.^ 
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LOUIS XII- 

S7S. The king being told that a gentlemsm of his 
household had treated soin6 fannefs very ill, ordered 
hi9 daily allowance of bread to be iedsened. When the 




be so,' said the kin|;', ^ why are yoir so absurd^ as lo 
ffeat those persons ill, wIk> put that stafiF into your 
hands ?' 

A nation fond of glory wtl! always honoo^ the tato 
of letters, who record and celebrate its triumphs. 

874. * The ancient Gteeks,' said Louis XII., ^diJ 
little ; but they ennobled the little th^y did by (he sub- 
limily of their eloquence. The French have pedbmr- 
ed man^ great things ; but they have not the art ot 
displaying them to advanlafge by writing. The Ho- 
rn ans are the only people, who have hiad the t#o-foici 
^ory of achieving great things^ and eekbj^alifn^ Cbec 
in a worthy style. ^ 

LOUIS XIV., 

Hov^EVER bfameable for the fatal cbnseqttlellH^s ol' 
&is unbounded ambition, united a considerable share uf 
tifenuine good nature, with the most distingmshed urbaih 
ity of manners : perhaps he was as complete a ffende^ 
man as ever lived. The following anecdote is oue 
among numerous instances of his claims to tbis' charac- 
ter. 

I 

376. He was one day entertaining af sfelecJt ^rty of 
his courtiers with the relation of a story, which he aih* 
nounced as extremely laughable ; but on the entrancf 
of the prince Armagnae, be suppressed a fine r^partef 
which constituted the merit of the Stoiy. The kii^ ob- 
p^rved tht di5appouitm«iit of tUi» «omf»a0y at Ibkr inlev^ 
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ruption, but said nothing till the ptitice was gone. 
* Now, gentlemen,' said ne, * I'll conclude my story :*- 
which he did ; and the sequel produced an extraordi- 
nary degree of merriment. * You sise/ added the king, 
' there was an oblique stroke, which would have affect- 
ed the prince, and 1 8uppres>ed it to prevent his being 
embarrassed ; foir I would rathei^ lose the praise of the' 
best bon fbot that ever Was uttered, than give a moment's^ 
pain to any person whatever !' 

376. The prince of Cond^ coming to congratulate 
Louisf XIV. after a battle, in which be had command- 
6iic and g»ined great honour ; the king stood on the top 
of the stairs to receive him. The prince, being hum 
With the gout, ascended very slowly ; and stopping 
foidway, begged his majesty s pardon if he made him 
Wsci^ ^ Cousin,' said the king, ' do not hurry yourself ;• 
h person loaded with laurels as you are, cannot be ex*- 
jj^ected to move very fast.' 

«d77. Louisr XIV. complained that he wa9 oAen de^' 
Reived in bis choice of favourites-; he said, He had 
Sought for friends, and had (bund only intriguers. Hi«r 
knowledge of mankind, which was the result of long' 
and painful experience, inducied him to remark. That, 
as otten as he gave away a place, he made a hundred 
persons discontented, and one ungrateful. 

i 

37&. When the duke of Anjou, grandson to Louis; 
XlV.y was going to take possession of the crown of 
Spain ; Louts, alluding to the removal of the obstacle 
that had prevented th« harmony between France and 
Spain, said, * The Pyrenees will exist no longer.* 

379. Louis^ XIV. very rarely reproached any one. 
The maiquis of Uxelles, in 1689, surrendered, to 
prince Charles of Lorrain, the city of Mentz, which he 
bad defended for a considerable time with great gallan- 
try. He came to court to give an account of his con- 
duct, and was apprehensive of the censures of the king. 
Re throw him^i «t the monarch's fefet. * Rise, i»«r- 

11 
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quis,' said Louis ; * yoa have defended the place like a 
raan of courage, and you have capitulated like a man 
of abilities.' 

380. The deatb of the queen affected him io the 
severest degree. ' Good God !' said be, when bis at- 
tendants forced him away from her lifeless body, ' is it 
possible that the queen is dead ? and that I must for 
ever lose her, who never gave me pain but when she 
died ?* it is not easy to pronounce a funeral oration in 
fewer words. 

381. He showed a feeling heart. ^ When the abbe 
de Pompone had lost his (k&er Simon Amauld, secre- 
tary of state, Louis wished to give him consolation, iand 
share his grief. * You lament,' said he, ' a father, 
whom you shall find in me ; and I have lost a friend, 
whom I shall never find again.' 

382. He candidly confessed his ignorance npon 
Hterarv subjects. He one day askeS Racine what 
French writer had dpne most honour to bis reign. Ra- 
cine replied, ^ Moli^re, sire.' ' I did not think so,' 
said Louis ; ' but you are a much better judge of his 
merit than I am.' 

383. He was told that lord Stair, the English ambas- 
sador, was one of the best-bred m^n in Europe. ' I 
will put his poHteness to the test,' said the king : and 
asking lord Stair to take an airing with him, as soon as 
the door was opened he desired him to walk on, and 
enter the royal carriage.' Lord Stair bowed, and obey- 
ed. The g^rand monarque said, * The world is right 
in the character it has given of this nobleman ; a person 
less polite than he is would have teased me with cer- 
emony.' 

CONJUGAL LOVE. 

384. Elbahor the queeji of Edward I. bad such at 
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affieetion for her husband, that when he was going to 
take his long and perilous vo^rage to the Holy Land, 
she could not be prevailed upon to stay at home, but 
resolved to accompany him, saying, ^ Nothii^ must 
part those whom Uod has joined in hofy matrimony : 
why should I tarry at home ? the way to heaven is as 
near, if not nearer, in the Holy Land, than it is in 
England, or Spain.' 

MARTIN LUTHER. 

Such was this great reformer's sternness of charac- 
ter, that he seemed unlikely to be attracted by the 
charms of refiaed accomplishments. Yet be was re- 
markably fond of music, and he composed several piec- 
. es that are truly sublime. 

385. * Whoever despises music,' said he, ' I am dis- 
pleased with him. Next to theology, I give a place to 
music : for thereby all anger is foigotten, the devil is 
driven away, and melancholy, and nanv tribulations, 
and evil thoughts, are expelled. It is the best solace 
for a despondii^ mind.' 

386. His imagination was glowing and expanded : 
* When I behold, said he, * by the liffht of the moon, 
the beautiful azure vault of heaven^ besprinkled with' 
constellations of shining orbs, the prospect fills my 
mind, and I feel the highest gratification at such a glo- 
rious display of omnipotence. Melancthon wishes to 
know, where are the pillars that support this magnifi- 
cent arch.' 

387. He said of himself, * My Tind is indeed very 
hard ; but my core is soft and delicate, for I wish ill to 
no one,' 

388. * A man,' said he, * lives forhr years before he 
knows himself to be a foor; and at the time he begins 
to see his folly, his life is nearly finished { so that mft- 
ny men die before they begin to live.' 
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389. ' PatienciB is necessary in most thi^s ; I mutt 
iiave patience with the Pope ; I must have patience 
with heretics aod seducers ; I must have patience with 
l)abhling courtiers, and with my servants ; I raustbave 
patience with my wife Kate. In short, the occasions 
for this jrjrtue are so great, that my whole life is a life 
,of patience.' • ^ . 

THE DUKE OF LUXEMBOURGH. 

390. This g;eneral resembled the renowned Gondii 
whose pupil he was. He beat Wiljiam prince of Or- 
ange in several battles, which caused V\illiam to ex- 
press himself with great indienation. * [s it impossible 
for me,' said he, * to beat that little hunch-back Lux- 
embuuiigh ?' ' JHow should he know whether 1 am so or 
not ?' said the duke , ' for, often as I have seen his 
>back, he never saw mine.' 

LORD LYTTELTON. 

391. A LAor, well known in the literary world, ask- 
ed the elder lord Lyttelton, wh}r he did not insert, in 
ibis Life of Henij 11., the tradition which makes that 
orince the offspnng of an amour between the empress 
Matilda and her competitor Stephen. The noble 
biographer answered, * My work shall never become 
the vehicle of antiquated scandal against a lady of rank 
and character.' 

MACKLIN. 

392. Mackli9 the comedian was much distinguished 
in acting the parts of Shylock and sir Archie Macsvco- 
pbant. His favourite book was WardeyU Wonders; 
an4 he used to commit a page or two of that curious 
/compilation to memoiy, that ne might have a strikii^ 
anecdote readj^ to relate when he was soing into comr 
|>any. Th,e king opce a$ke4 bim bow old m was. ' J 
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i was born,' said be, * in the last century, and hope to 
have the honour of playing before your majesty in the 
next J* He died in the year 1797, at the very advanced 
age of 107. 

MAGNANIMITY. 

393. Melik the vizir of the Caliph Mostadi, gained 
a signal victory over the Greeks, and took their empe- 
ror prisoner. Having ordered the captive prince to ap- 
pear in bis tent, he asked him what treatment he ex- 
pected from his conqueror. * If you make war like a 
king,' said the emperor, ' send me back ; if you make 
it like a merchant, accept my ransom ; if like a butcher, 
put me to death.' The mussulman general dismissed 
faim with honour. 

MALHERBE. 

He was to France, what Pope was to England, the 
refiner of the poetical style : and such was the elegance 
of his versification, that he eclipsed his predecessors, 
and placed most of them in the shade of obscurity. 

394. When any one began to talk politics to him, he 
declined entering upon the subject, saying. ' Is it not 
absurd, when you are only a common passenger on 
board a ship, to talk of the manner in which the vessel 
is steered ?' 

JOHN DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

This greatest of modern generals learned the rudi- 
ments of the art of war. while he served with the Eng- 
lish auxiliaries, in the pay of France, against the Dutch 
under marshal Turenne. He afterwards turned the 
arts of bis teachers against themselves, for he proceed- 
ed in an uninterrupted career of success, and completely 
luimbled the pride of Louis XIV. Such was his coi)- 

11* 
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aummate skill, and such his success, that he never 
fought a battle, but be won it ; and never laid siege to 
a town, but he took it. 

So little indebted was he to the aid of learning for his 
pre-eminence, that he could scarcely write ; and jet so 
▼arious were his talents, that his influence was felt in 
the council, as well as in the field. 

395. It was a saying of his ; ' Give me ten thousand 
h^l (^starved Scotchmen, ten thousand half-drunKen 
Irishmen, and ten thousand well-fed Englishmen ; and, 
in spite of all the g^and mdnarqtte can do, i will march 
from Boulogne to Bayonne.' 

396. In the war of the allies with France, the deputies 
of the states of Holland presented obstacles to the plans 

. of the duke of Marlborough and prince Eugene. The 
duke was once asked how it happened, that Alexander 
(he Great, and many other heroes of antiquity, had in a 
veiy short time made such considerable progress ii> 
their conquests, and that now all that the greatest gen- 
erals could do, was to take two or three towns in \b» 
course of a whole campaign. ^ The reason,' he replied, 
* is sufficiently obvious : Alexander, and the otber great 
heroes of antiquity, had never any deputies from the 
states-general in their camps.' 

397. He conducted his army from the Low-Coun- 
tries to join the Imperialists upon the banks of the Dan- 
ube. The great Eugene, astonished at the excellent 
condition of his troops after a long and difficult march 
exclaimed, * My lord, I never sa^v stronger horses, or 
soldiers better clothed and equipped. All this, howev- 
er, can be done for money ; but money cannot purchase 
the courage which shines in your men's countenances.^ 
' If what you remark be true,' replied Marlbordug^h, 
it is easily accounted for : my soldiers know before 
whom they stand ; their intrepid looks are inspired 
by your presence.' 

?99, When the duke was told that an officer, wliqin 
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be lidd broke for ill-bebaviour, would take some op«. 
portunity of privately doing bim an injury, be repliecf: 
* I am in no apprehension on Ibatbeaa, because l know 
him to be a man of courage.' 

399. Some person abused the duke, in the presence 
of lord Bolingbroke, for bis avarice. ^ It is in vain/ 
said his lordship, ' you endeavour to lower him in mr 
esteem ; he was so great a character that I foiget all 
bis faults.' 

400. In tbe great battle of Blenheim, in which the 
Eoelisb and their allies gained one of the most decisive 
and glorious of all their victories, marshal Tallard, the 
JTrench commander-in-chief, was taken prisoner. In a 
conversation he soon after had witb the duke of Marl*- 
borough, he assured him, that the French army was 
^composed of the bravest troops in the world. * No 
doubt they are, said the duke, ^ with the exq^ption of 
that army which had the honour to beat them.' 

401. Great men are never angry at little things. The 
duke riding out with commissar^r Marriot, it began to 
rain, and tne duke called for his cloak. Marriot had 

. his put on by his servant immediately. The duke's 
servant not bringing the cloak, he called for it again, 
but he was still puzzling about the straps and buckles ; 
at last it raining veiy hard, the duke called again, and 
asked him what he was about. * You must stay,' 
grumbled the fellow, ' if it rains cats and dogs, till I 
can get at it.' The duke tftrned to Marriot, and only 
quietly said, ' I should be sorry to be of that fellow « 
temper.' 

402. King William is said to have declared of Marl- 
boroughs, ' That be had of all men the coolest head 
with the warmest heart.' 

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTLAND. 

403. Oke of tbe Cecil fantily, minister to Scotland 
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from England, was speaking to her of the wisdom of 
his sovereign, queen £Iizabeth. Mary stopped him 
short by saying, ' Pray, sir, don't talk to me of the 
wisdom of a woman ; I think I know my own sex pretty 
well, and can assure you, that the wisest of us all is on- 
ly a little less a fool than the others.' 

• 

404. When in the full bloom of her beauty, as she 
was walking in a procession in Paris, a woman forced 
her way through tne crowd to touch her. Upon being 
asked what she meant by her bold intrusion, she said, 
' It was only to satisfy nerself, whether so angelic a 
creature were flesh and blood or pot.' 

This singular beauty was a principal cause of her 
misfortunes and her destruction. It excited the jeal- 
ousy of Elizabeth, which • could only be appeased by 
her death. 

Maiy, guilty as she was of crimes, was so lovely in 
her person, and so attractive in her manners, that all 
parties wished her innocent, and all concurred in pity- 
ing her sufferin|;s. Her execution is an indelible spot 
upon.the sun ot Elizabeth's glory. 

SIR JOHN MASON. 

Sir John Mason was bom in the reien of Heniy 
VII. and was privy-councillor to Henry Vlll., Edward 
VI., queen Maiy, and queen Elizabeth. He was a man 
of talents, and displayed great probity in very turbu- 
lent times. 

405. On his death-bed he called his family together, 
and thus addressed them : — 

' Lo, I have lived to see five princes, and have been 
pirivy -councillor to four of them. I have seen the most 
remarkable things in foreign parts ; and have been pre- 
sent in most state transactions for thirty years at home. 
After so much experience, 1 have learned that serioug- 
ness is the greatest wisdom i temperance the best 
physician ; and a ^ood conscience the best estate : and 
were I to live agam, I would change the court for^a 
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Roister ; my f>rivy-council]or*s bustle for the retire* 
merit of a hermit ; and my whole life in the palace £br 
an hour's enjoyment of Qod in my clgset. All things 
DOW forsak« me, except my God, my duty, and my 
prayers.* 

MASSILLON- 

• 

406» ' The person of Massillon,' said a French authegr 
of the last centuiy, * is still present to many. It seems* 
Xsaj his admirers,) that he is now standing in the puU 
ptt with that air ot simplicity, that unassuming demeanp 
our, those eyes humbly dejected, or nobly elevated* 
that impassioned tone of voice, that speaking counten- 
ance of a man penetrated widi his subject, and con* 
veying to the mind the most brilliant light, and to the 
heart the most tender emotions.' When Baron, the 
l^reat French tragedian, was cominpf from a church 
where he had heard a sermon preached by Massillon, 
truth forced from his lips a confession humiliating to bis 
profession : * My friend/ said he, to one of his company 
ions, ' this is an orator, and we are only actors.' 

407. Every one was astonished at the pictui^s of Wh 
and mannen which this sublime orator ot the pulpit had 
drawn, as they are very faithful, vivid, and afiecting. 
Some person asked* him from whence a recluse, who. 
lived so much a stranger to the world, could take them. 
^ From the human heart,' said Massi|lon ; ' and, if you 
examine it as carefull^r as I hav^, you will there nn4 
the seat of aU the passions.' 

THE EMPEROR MAXMILIAN. 

408. An impudent beggar, on the authority of the 
^ords in the 12th chapter of Malachi : * Have we not 
all one God our common father ?' asked alms from Max^- 
imilian, addressing: him by the title of brother. Not 
satisfied with ihe sum given him by the emperor, he 
continued to importune him for more. * Retire,' said 
Maximilian to him, in a gently iqaQner ; * for if all you^ 
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brothers give you as much as I have now, you will soon 
be richer than 1 am.* 

SERJEANT MAYNARD. 

409. Serjeant Maykard, one of the ablest lawyers 
of his time, waited upon kin^ William III. with the 
rest of that learned body, to address hifti on his safe ar- 
rival in England. William, not very politely, told Ser- 
jeant Maynard, that he had outlived all the great law- 
yers of his time. ' Sir,' replied the serjeant, ' I should 
have outlived the law itself, if your majesty had not 
come hither.' 

LORENZO DE MEDICIS. 

This great and accomplished man, whose Life has 
been written with considerable ability by Mr. Roscoe, 
gave proofs in his early years oft that quickness of mind 
which distinguished his mature age. 

410- His father Cosmo one day presented him, when 
he was a child, to an ambassador, to whom he talked of 
him with the partiality of a parent ; requested the am- 
bassador to whom he talked of him with the partiality 
of a parent ; requested the ambassador to put some 
questions to his son, and to judge by his answers, if he 
was not a boy of extraordinary talents. The ambassa- 
dor was soon convinced, by conversing with him, of the 
truth of what Cosmo had told him ; but added, * This 
child, as he grows up, will most probably, become^stu- 
pid ; for it has in general been observe!}, that those 
who when your« are very clever, degenerate as they 
grow older.' Young Lorenzo, bearing this remaric, 
walked gently to the ambassador, and looking him 
archly in the nice, said to him, ' I am certain, that when 
you were young, you were a boy of a very ^reat 
genius.' 

411. Lorenzo being asked who were the greatest 
fools in the world, answered, ' Surely those who 
put themselves in a passion with fools.' 
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JOHN MILTON. 

412. His Paradise Lost is an almost miraculous pro- 
duction, if considered to have been composed under the 
circumstances of complicated wretchedness produced 
by poverty, disgrac^ old age and blindness. AddisoD 
cleared the way for its celebrity, by his excellent criti- 
cal papers in the Spectator. It slowly rose to fame, but 
now has attained to its due ascendency in the scale of 
our literature. Succeeding generations have fulfilled 
the prediction, which the consciousness of his own 
mighty talents prompted Milton to hazard : 

* At uLlimi nepotes 

Serique posteri 

Judicia nobis (squioraforsUan 

Adhibebwit intraro sinu ; 

Turn livore sepuUo 

Si quid meremur,serapo8terilas scietJ' 

Lucretius aiYdMilton were exceptions to all other poets 
in one respect ; they were veiy sparing of their flattery • 

4t3. Milton is said to have valued himself more up- 
on the production of his Paradise Regained than bis 
Paradise Lost. This is like the blindness of some pa- 
rents to the merits of their children, and their prepos- 
session in favour of the least deserving. The public 
opinion is universally against that of the bard of Eden ; ^ 
and it was well remarked by a critic, that we find MiU^ 
ton in Paradise Lost^ but lose him in Paradise Re^ 
ffairied, 

414. It is said that an offer was made to Milton, of 
holding the place of secretary under the kin^, which he 
had discharged with so much ability under Cromwell ; 
but he persisted in te fusing it, though his wife pressed 
his compliance. ' Thou art in the right,' said be ; 
* you, as other women, would ride in your coach ; for 
me^ my aim is to live and die an honest man.' 



'\ 
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415. iiis tbfrd Wife survived tbis inimitable paet id 
a state of widowhood nearly fifty-five years, dyii^ at 
Namptwich in her native Cheshire^ about iKe year 
1729. She related that her husband,- then completely 
blind, composed principally in the winter ; and, on his 
waking in ihe morning, would make her write down 
sometimes twenty or thirty rerses. On being* asked 
whether he did not frequently read Homer and Virgil, 
she replied, ' That he stole from nobody, but that the 
Muse inspired him.' To a lady who inquired who the 
Muse was, she answered, * It was God's grace and the 
Holy S|>irit that visHed bimnightly.' 

416. Milton was passionately fond of music- Some 
time after his unfortunate blindness, bearing a lady sing 
finely : ^ Now will 1 sweair,' said he« * this lady is hand-' 
some.' His ears were then eyes to him^ 

MODESTY. 

447. It was a question, Who had spoken in the hap^' 
piest manner of modesty.* A French author calls it the' 
shadow of a noble mind. St. Bernard styles it the jew- 
el of manners, the sister of chastity, the guardian of 
reputation-, the portion of all purity. Diogenes was a 
cynic philosopher, and therefore may be supposed to 
express himself coarsely ; but what description can be 
more appropriate ojr delicate,^ than when he called a* 
blush the colour of virtue ? 

LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE. 

418. This lady, well known for herveiy pleasioe 
Letters on Turkish manners and customs, whea very 
young, wrote the following verses to TruiUi : 

■• 
* Where, lovely goddeaa, dost thotf dwell ? 
Pa what reaiotc and siieat shade i 
Within what cave, or looely cell. 
With wbttt old' herxmti o^ unpFttetltf*d oitid r 
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hi yaSa IN» tosgbt thee ell eroiiiid, 

Bat thj unflwhionable loiind 

Jn crowdi was neTer heard, 

Hot ever Iws tby Ibme in tovne er ccnirii eppearM.' 

419» As My Maiy wbs walking^ through the gftident 
at Stow with a party, she was much teased by an im« 
pertinent jroting coxcomb, who was continually makinr 
some foolish bbs«Tations to her. On coming to one m 
ihe temples, orer which there was an inscription, she 
took advantage of this opportunity to expose his igno* 
ranee and put him to silence. ^ Pray,, sir,' said she. 
^ be kind enough to explain that inscription to us. 
* Madam,* said the young gentleman, with an affected 
air, ' I really do not know what it means, for I see it 
is o^ Latin.' *' How very extraordinary it is,* said la* 
dy Baiy, ' that puppies do dot understand their owa 
language !' 

SIR THOMAS MORE. 

420. Ma. Manners, who had but lately been created 
taarl of Rutland, said to sir Thomas More, * You are so 
much elated widi your preferments, that you verify the 
old proverb, ^ 

Honoret MutmU Mores.* - 

^ No, my lord*' said sijr Thomas^ ' the pun will do much 
better in £nglish : 

HoDoan change Jlfonncn.* 

421.^ When he beard any one of hia friends at table 
eensurine the conduct of others^be would interrupt him 
thus ; * Let any man think as he pleases ; i like tbia 
room veiy vv^il, for it ia well built, and veiy convene 
icnt.' 

4^2. Of an ungrateful person he^ said : ^ That maa 

12 
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writes good turns done to him in the dust, but even the 
least injuries in marble.' 

423. To ease his thoughts when he was in prison^ be 
said, * he imagined that all the world was but a prisoo, 
out of which some one or other was every day called to 
execution.' 

424. When he was lord chancellor^ he sentenced 2 
gentleman to pay a considerable sum of money to a poor 
widow, whom he had oppressed. The gentleman re- 
monstrated, and said, * 1 hope your lordiship will ei^e 
me time, and a long day, to pay so large a sum.' ^ Yoa 
shall have your request,' said the chancellor : ' Monday 
next is St. mrnabas, the longest day in all the year: 
pay the widow then, or you shall sleep in the Fleet the 
shortest night in the year.' 

HORATIO NELSON. 

425. When a little boy, be was on a visit to an aunt 
and went in search of birds' nests. He wandered so 
far, that he did liot return till some time after it was 
dark. The pld lady, who had been much alarmed by 
his absence, reprimanded him severelypand asked him 
how /car came not to drive him home '^^--don't know,' 
said (be boy with great siinplicity, ' who Fear is.' 

426. His attachment to his friends was as ardent as 
his courage.^ When he was presented to the king at 
the levee, his majesty complimented him on fa is great 
actions s after this euloe^iura, he condoled with him on 
the loss of his arm. Nelson turned round to captaio 
Berry? who had been the companion of many of his ex- 
ploits, and introduced him to tne king with this remaik: 
^ My loss, I assure your majesty, is not so gieat as yos 
may imagine, for here is my right hand,^ 

427. Of his confidence of what seamen can achieve, 
be gave the following remarkable proof, amon^ many 
o(Jbf^rSf— When be was before Bastia iii (Corsica, be 
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said, * What the general (Dundas) could have seen 
to make a retreat necessary, I cannot comprehend. A 
thousand men would certainly take Bastia : with fivfe 
hundred and my ship Agamemnon I would attempt it. 
My seamen are novr, what British seamen ought to he, 
almost invincible. They really mind shot no more 
than peas.*^ 

The .event justified his boldness ; for 1000 regulars, 
1 5O0 national guards, and 4000 Corsican troops, laid 
down their arms to 1200 soldiers, marines,'and seamen ! 
After the surrender of Bastia, * I always was of opinion,* 
said Nelson, ! have ever acted up to it, and never had 
ah J reason to repent it, that one Englishman was equal, 
to three Frenchmen !' 

458. When he was going to the coast of Egypt in ' 
search of the French fleet, in his letter to lord St. Vin- 
cent b0 said : ' Should the French fleet be bound to 
the Antipodes, you may rely upon me, I will not lose 
a moment in bringing them to action.' 

429. On the 1st of August 1798, captain Hood of the 
Zealous made the. signaK for the French fleet. For 
many preceding days Nelson had hardly taken either 
rest or food : he now ordered dinner to be served, 
while preparations were made for battle ; and when his 
oflicers rose fi'om table, and went to their separate sta- 
tions, he said to them : *' Before this time to-morrow, I 
shall have gained a peerage, or Westminster Abbey.' 

430. Of his confidence as to the success of bis mode 
of attack there is no doubt. Captain Beny, when he 
comprehended the scope of the design, exclaimed with 
transport, * if we succeed, what will the world say V 
*" There is no ijf in the case,' replied the admiral : 
^ that we shall succeed is certain ; who ftiay live to tell 
the stoiy, is a very difii^rent question.' 

431. The victory of the Nile was one of the most 
complete and glorious ever achieved. ' Victory,' said 
Nelson, ' is dot a name strong enough for such a scene ; 
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I call it a conquest.' Of thirteen sail of the liiw-— luoe 
were taken, and two burnt ; of the four frigatea» one 
was burnt, and another sunk. 

4dS. hnvromptu n^itr the tfgnat victory of ike JV«2e, 
admiral Jrei$on havtng prmowly lost on lye -atul oa 



* Frenchmeii, no more with Bntooft rie,.*.^ 
Keltoo deitroji joar naval band, 
8cet TOUT deiignt wi^i half an eye, 
And n|;htt and beats yon with one band*' 

433. During his last command in th^ ttediterrsHDMBan, 
his officers said of him, ' Old Nel is as brare a» a lion, 
and as gentle as a lamb/ 

434. He commanded the squadtx>n that cniiaed of 
Toulon with astonishing pene?erance from May 1803 
to AiK^st 1805, during which tedious period he went 
•utofhis ship onl^ three times, each of wblcJb was 
imon the king^s business, and neitbereioeedtngran hour. 
Once when the French fleet ventured in sight, he said, 
* They are in high leather, aad as fine as paitii can 
make them. Our weather-beaten ships, if thef df^pe to 
meet us. 1 have no fear wiU make their sides appear 
iike a plum-pudding.' 

435. With respect to die officers of the navy ha had 
the most liberal opinions. Lord Barham gave him a 
list of the navy^ and offered him his choice of officers, 
when he was going to take his last command. ^ Choose 
yourself,* mv lord,^ said Nelson ; ' the same spirit ac- 
tuates the whole profession ; you cannot choose wroitf •* 

filmland never produced a hero who more entireur 
possessed the g^od opinion of the public than lord NeT* 
son ; and their love and confidence were founded upoa 
their conviction of his matchless courage, skill, and de- 
votion to the service of hw eountiy. (For his character 
at large see the Eleooents of General Knowledge^ V<d. 
ii.p.358.tthed.) ^ 
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• . SIK ISAAC NEWTON. 

4S6. He-discovered and demonstrated the principle 
of attraction which sets the universe in motion. A per- 
son ajsked him by what^means he had been able to de- 
veJope the system of the universe. * By making it,' 
fae replied, ^ incessantly the subject of my thoughts.' 

437. His Princivia Philosophim being made known 
to the emperor ot China by the French missionaries, 
the emperor testified bis approbation of that work in a 
letter written in his own band hi the Chinese language. 
As he had no doubt that the fame of Newton was spread 
over all the western part of the world, and every person , 
there must know his residence, he directed the letter 
to Mr, JSFewion in Europe . This concise address was 
sufficient ; theletter reached the great English philoso- 
pher ; and he found, when it was translated to him, . 
that it contained very lively expressions of esteem for 
faioQ, and very high praise for his immortal work. 

438. Newton had a great aversion to controversy, 
for tie did not like to have the calm repose of his life 
It^t^rrupted by literal^ disputes. When his treatise on 
Optics were ready tor the press, on some objections 
being made to It, he deferred the ^ pubJication : ' I 
should reproach myself,' said he, ' was I to sacrifice 
repose which is a substance, to run after reputation 
which is only a shadow.' 

439. He never disputed in company. When he had 
delivered art opinion which any one chose to controvert, 
he did not take the pains to defend it ; bat contented 
himself with saying, ' I believe, sir, if you will be at 
the trouble of examining^ my opinion, you will find 1 
have very good reasons tor it.' 

440. He wrote a Commentary on the Apocalypse, 
in which he endeavoured to prove that the Pope was 
Anti-Christ. * He evidently/ eald Voltaire, ' wished 

12* '^ • 
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by this woik» to raak« a eonmnsition tommlted %r 
the superiorly he had gained over them to otter le* 
^cts. 

441. No person has done more honour to the gpeniiis 
4>f Newton than Voltaire. He declared. ' That if a 
general assembly could be convened of all the naen of 
talents who ever flourished, they would, without hcsita- 
Uon^ assign the place of precedence to Newton.' 



THE DUKE OF NORFOLK. 

• 

442. Tiifi fint Protestant duke of Norfolk, camriRg 
the sword of state before James IL to his Popish chap* 
eL^ stopped at the door. The kiog, on going ia, laid, 
* I our father would have gone farther.' The dufce am- 
swertd ; * But your father would not have gone so iarJ 

FREDERICK LORD NORTH- 

Such were hiseaodour, affability, andpieasin^ man- 
ners, that he secured the t^Xeem of those who difiBied 
most widely finom him upoa political sul^ecls ; and 
while they reinaioed unconvinced by his aiyuments, 
they could fiot fail to be deligbtud mith hia (acetiousr 



443. The lethaigic tendency of his oonstituifoft wai 
apparent in his early years. When he was a youi^ 
atudeal in Oxford, he attended th$ lectMijfs io expen- 
mental philosophy > and one day, when ao expennaent 
was to 6e tried upon a cat with ftn air-pump, lord North 
apprehensive he should fall asleep durin|( a conaidera- 
ble part of the lecture, said to his companion lord JChutr 
mouth, * Pray wake me when the cat comes.* 

444. A stranger was conversiqg with lord North in a. 

abik looffli and opposite to them was a party of la- 
B. ' fmi» »f Imt/ said ^ gentlemaB, ^w)w la 
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that laife ugly woman I set yonder'?* ' That/ said bis 
lordsbip, ' is lady North.' ' My dear Jord,' said the 
gentleman, confused at his unfortunate observation, and 
making an effort to correct it, ' I mean the lady who 
^laiMli next tirer/ '* That lady,' said his lordship, ' i| 
tny daug^hter' The gentleman was now speechless. 

* Come, come,' sard lord North, smiling with his usual 
g'ood-naturpy wfaep he observed his confusion, * you have 
made an ingenious but unfortunate effort tO|:et out of a 
acrape : 1 ioigive tou, for 1 believe lady North and f 
are as plain a couple as any in England.' 

445. Hely Hutchinson, provost of Dublin colle^, 
Wa9 the most greedy of preferment of all the courtiers 
of his time, in adaftlon lo his provos$tship, he was re- 
ceiver-general for Dublin, &c. &c.,and actually solicit 
ed a majority in a regiment of dragoons. When appli- 
cation was made to ford North, then premier, to give 
this commission to him, his lordship observed, *' The 
provost is so craving, that if 1 was to give him the 
whole of Ireland, he would not be content ; he would 
ask for the Isle of Man for k cabbage garden.' 

'44d. VeTy soon after he ceased to be premier, he. 
i^ceived a present of a tnrtle. ^ The person,' said he, 

* from whom this comes, is too much ^ map of the World 
to throw away his favours designedly. This turtle i^ 
such a veiy nne one, that when he sent it to me, 1 ana 
very certam he did not know I was no longer in office, 

44t. At the close of life \^e v^as afflicted with the to- 
tal loss of sight. At Baft he ttjet colonel Barr^, who 
had been his warm Opponent in the hoUse of cottimoJW, 
and was also blind. On being introduced to eich YsifSx" 
er, loflpd North said, * Colonel, you andl have oftep been 
at variance ; but I believe there are no people in the 
world, who, aftet aH» Wpnid be ntbre glad to aee e«ic^ 
other.' 
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DR.OGDEN. 

448 A BLUSTERING Cantab endeavoured to justify 
the practice of profane swearing, in the company of Dr. 
Ogden, the excellent sermon-writer. ' At least/ said 
be, ' doctor, you must grant, that swearing gives the 
appearance of courage.' ^ Alas, sir,' said the doctor, 
* What is the appearance of courage ! do not the little 
birds perch upon the image of an eagle ?' 

OLYMPIAS. 

449. She was the illustrious mother of Alexander the 
Great. She was told that a certain youne man had 
married a very beautiful woman ; but that her charac- 
ter was doubtful. * The bridegroom,' said she, * has 
consulted his eyes and not his ears.' 

GENERAL PACK. 

^ 450 One of the most famous divisions of Bonaparte's 
army was the 70tb. It happened that the 71st British 
regiment, commanded by brigadier-general Pack, was 
opposed to it, and beat it. 1 his gallant officer was af- 
terwards a£^ed the particulars of this affair ; his accouot 
was, * The French . found us otie too many for them.' 

PiEDARETUS. 

451. PjEDARETus, a noble youth of Sparta, was a can- 
didate for admission into the society of the the three 
hundred, a company who held the most honourable 
rank in Sparta. On being rejected by the electors, 
so far from expressing disappointment or chagrin, be 
went home in high spirits ; and being asked the cause, 
said, * I am rejoiced to find that Sparta possesses three 
hundred men better tban myself.' 

DR. PALEY. 

452. A DIVINE most deservedly celebrated for ha 
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icuteiMiit of uDdenUodkig, the 8oiuidnfi«s of bis jud^. 
tient» and the extent of his attainmeflts, displa} eauir 
rarious moral and theological works. When a studeoti 
>f Christ's colieg^e, CamOTidge, he was a member ot the 
7. I 



club, established by the wranglers of 1757. Id 
JL Tie bate there one evenii^ on the expediency of mak- 
ings some alteration in the Church for the relief of ten- 
ler consciences, Dr. Gordon, fellow of Emanuel, and 
afterwards pcecentorof Lincoln, an avowi^d tory, warm* 
\y op(K)sing the ai^uments of Mr. Jebb the reformist, 
exclaimed to Paley, ^ You mean, sir, to impose upon; 
lis a tiew church government.' ' You are mistaken, 
iir,'' said Faley ; ' Jebb only wants to ride his offi 
horse, not to force you to get up behind him.' 

ABB. Dr. Paley met lord Ellenborough, on the north*. 
em circuit, at Durham* Paley congratulated him on 
bis recent appointment to the place oi lord chief justice* 
* Your lordship, said he, *" has risen higher and mqre 
rapidly than any man of whom i have lately beard,' 
except Gam«rtn.' He alluded to the aeronaut, who 
w^s at that tiaie astonishing the inhabitants of London 
by bis iofiy flights. 

454. Speaking of the character of Palstaff, he remark^ 
«d that, * amongst actors it was frecyuently misunder* 
stood.^ The fat knight was a courtier of the age be; 
lived in ; a man of vivacity, humour, and wit ; a great 
reprobate ; but no buffoon.' 

THOMAS PENNANT. 

* 

455. This pleasing tourist always wore his own 
hair, and bad a mortal aversion to a wig. Dining one 
day with an officer who wore one, Pennant made rather 
too free with the bottle, and a friend who was in conh- 
pany carefully placed himself between Pennant and 
the wig, to prevent mischief* After much patience, 
and many a wistful look> Penaant started up, seized the 
wig, and threw it into the fire, k was in flames in a 
^msent ; and so pas the ofie<ff,whe ran to his swords 
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DowB stairs ran Pennant, and the officer after hm. 
throug^h all the streets ol Chester. But Pennant escaped, 
from superior local knowledge. A wag called this, 
* FenniJtnfs Tour in ChesUr.' 

PETER THE GREAT. 

Never was there a monarch, and not often a subjec 
more diligent, enterprising, and indefatigable. He 
regulated nis time not by days, but by minutes ; neither 
pains, danger, nor. defeat dismayed him, or damped 
lis courage. He always took the most extraordinary 
and the most effectual methods for the success of plans 
for the improvement of his native country. As he 
thought personal experience necessaiy in order to in- 
troduce aiscipline into his army and navy, he served as 
a common soldier, and worked as a shipncarpenter. 
He succeeded in all his magnificent projects. He 
found Russia barbarous, and he left it comparatively 
civilised. 

456. When he sent his' propositions for peace to 
Charles XH., that prince haughtily replied, ' I will 
treat with Peter only in the capital of his dominions.' 
When this answer was brought to Peter, he said cool- 
Iv, ' My brother Charles is continually affectii^ to act 
the part of Alexander ; but I flatter myself that he will 
not find me a Darius.' 

457. He caused many excellent books to be translat- 
ed into the Russian language, and among others, Puf- 
endorff's Introduction to the Knowledge of the States 
of Europe. A monk, to whom this translation was 
committed, presented it to the emperor ; who, turning 
over the leaves, exclaimed with an mdignant air, * Fool! 
what did 1 order thee to do ? is this a translation ?* 
Then referring to the original, he showed him a para- 
graph, in which the author had spoken with g^at as- 
perity of the Russians, but the translator had omitted 
it. ' Go instanlly,^ said the czar,.* and execute my or- 
ders rigidly. It is not to flatter mj subjects that I liave 
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this book translated and minted, but to instruct and to 
reform them.' 

458. In 1 704, he took the city of Narva by assaulit 
His troops in defiance of bis orders sacrificed every 
thing to fire and sword. He threw himself into tbe 
midst of his mutinous men, rescued the women from 
their insults, and killed two of his soldiers with his own 
hands. He then entered the town-ball, where many of 
the terrified citizens had fled for refuge, and throwing 
his sword upon the table, * It is not with the blood of 
your townsmen,' said be, ^ that this sword is stained, 
but with that of my own soldiers, whose lives I have 
taken to save yours.' 

469. He gained a complete victory over Charles 
XII. at the battle of Pultowa, on July 8th, 1709. He 
took many officers prisoners, among whom was Ren- 
child, general of the Swedish army. He was conduct- 
ed to the Russian- camp, and invited to dine with the 
czar on the day of the victory. 

When the czar 'expressed his surprise, that the 
Sfvedes had ventured to march Jnto a country so distant 
from their own, and had laid siege to Pultowa with so 
small a number of troops ; * We have not always been 
consulted^ said Renchild ; ' but as faithful subjects we 
obeyed the orders of our master without canvassing 
their propriety.' The czar turned to some of his cour- 
tiers, formerly suspected of being implicated in a con- 
spiracy against him : * Observe,' said he, *" gentlemen,, 
how a sovereign ought to be obeyed.' Then filling a 
glass with wine, ' Idrink,' said he ' to the health of our 
masters in the art of war.' Renchild asked him who 
bad the honour to deser\'ea title so noble. ' Yourself/ 
replied Peter, * and the other Swedish generals.^ 
' Yotv' majesty is very ungrateful then,' said Renchild, 
' to have treated your instructors so severely.' After 
dinner the czar ordered their swords to be restored^ 
and behaved to all his prisoners with great condescen- 
ds ion and kindness. 
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460. Tbe Toice of his empfess Ca^anne war « 
charmsufficiently powerful to appease his rage. Sbe. 
and she atone, could recall him to sentiments of hu* 
Canity, to virtue, and to himself. 

He sometimes blushed at bis involuntaiy fits of anger, 
'and exel aimed with confusion and grief, * Alas ! i am 
^ttying to reform my people, and cannot tefonn mj' 
' seif.*^ 

MR. PETIT. 

4B1. * As your skill in your profession t6 sb great/ 
said a pers n to Mr. Petit tbe celebrated French aoat* 
pmist, * why do you not cure all tbe diseases of the 
iHiman body V * My skill may be great,' replied Mr. 
petit ; but unfortunately we anatomists are like the 
porters of Paris, who are well acquainted with all the 
streeca, but are ignorant of what is passing hi the kwO' 



PHAVORINUS. 

462, This philosopher maintahied an argument weak- 
Iragainst the emperor Adrian. One of his ffiends said, 

You have not disputed with your usual streii^ of 
reasoning to day.' ' Would you,' said the philosopher, 
have me show my strength of reasoning, when I am cod- 
tenaing with the commander of thirty legions ?* 

PHOCYON. 

463. Phocyow, the great Athenian geneial, hstrim 
towabed a speech was applauded by the populace. '1 
tear, said he, when he beard their acclamations, *! have 
laid something foolish' 

Did ever any of the nuxlem orators, wbo are fond « 
haranguing the mob in Palace-yard and such places, 
read this anecdote ? ^ ' 
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PIGALLE. 

464. It would be difficult to find an anecdote record* 
ed more honourable to the benevolence of an artist^ 
or indeed of any man, than the following^.— ^Pigalle» 
the celebrated sculptor, who had laid by twelve loui$ 
d^ors for a journey from Lyons to Paris, seeing^ a man 
who was walking with visible marks of deep*felt sop* 
row in his countenance, accosted him, and asked if he 
could in any way relieve him. *' Ah, sir,* exclaimed 
the strainer, ' for want of ten louis, 1 must be dragged 
this evenmg to a prison, and be separated from my 
dear wife and helpless children.' ' Is that all V said 
the humane artist : ' follow me, I can command the 
sum you want, and it shall beat your service.' A 
friend who met him next day, asked if be bad reliev- 
ed the distress of this poor man, as was publicly re- 
ported in Lyons. ' Yes, friend,' said Pigalle, iand 
what a delicious supper did I make last night, upon 
bread and cheese, with his family, who blessed me at 
every mouthful they ate, and every mouthful was mois-^ 
tened with the tears, of their gratitude !' 

ALEXIS PIRON. 

He was a dramatic writer of considerable repute* 
His conversation was distinguished by repartees always 
quick and liveljr, and sometimes bitter and malignant* 
The exalted opinion he entertained of his own talents, 
induced him to exercise great severity upon the lite* 
rary productions of others. 

465. Ad indifferent but conceited aqthor one day 
cdtne to ask his assistance. ' As I know you are a 
man of ready invention, and I want to write something 
original, pray suggest to me a subject for a work that 
has never been written upon before.' * Write' said 
Piron, * your own panegyric' 

466. When the Semiramis of Voltaire was acted the 
first time, far from being received with all the applause 
which the conddent author vainly anticipated, it went 
o^ very heavily. As Voltaire was comio; ^m tli^ 

13 
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play-house, be met Piron, and asked him his (ypinion of 
It. * I think/ said Piron, ' you wo«ld have been vei^ 
glad if I bad written it.' 

467. Piron bad foretold the fate of a stupid play to- 
its author, and the event justified his prediction. * ( 
have at least this consolation,' said the author, ' the 
audience did not hiss my play.' *! believe you,' said Pi- 
ron,*' for you know it is impossible to gape and hiss at 
the same time.' 

468. A tragic poet read a work to him, in which be 
had been so great a plagiary as to introduce several 
whole borrowed verses into his piece. While be was 
reading, Piron very often took off his hat, ' What is 
the reason,' said the pilfering poet, ' of your singular 
behaviour in takinfi: your hat off so frequently ?' * Mv 
C(mdu6t, replied Piron, * is not singular ; for it is al- 
ways ray custom to make a bow whenever^! meet any 
of my old acquaintance.' 

469. He was requested to make some^ccrrections 
m his tragedy of Ferdinand Cortez. At the bare men- 
lion of corrections he flew into a violent rage. His ad- 
viser adverted to the example of Voltaire, who had at 
the public request repeatedly revised his pieces. 
* There is a great difference,' said he, ' in the two 
persons ; Voltaire is an embroiderer, and I make fig- 
ures in bronze.' If this reply be not modest, it is 
certainly energetic. 

470. The unbending temper and caustic raillery of 
Piron occasioned liis expulsion from the French Acad- 
emy. * I cannot,' said be, * compel thirty-nine men to 
think as I do, nor can I think with thirty-nine.' 

471. He wrote his own epitaph in a ^lyle of humil- 
ity, pointed with a bitter sarcasm against the French 
Academicians : 

* f'egit Piroti,, qui ftefut rien^ ■ 
Pas intme Academicicn.'' 
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WILLIAM PITT. 

472. Th£ fashionable hours of the present times 
were neatly censured b^ him. ^ Mr. Pitt,' said the 
duchess ot Gordon, * 1 wish you to dine with me at ten 
this evenine.' ' I must decline the honour,' said the 

Eremier, ' tor I am engaged to sup with the bishop of 
I incoln at nine.' 

473. ' Pray,' said the same facetious lady, * Mr. Pitt, 
as you know every thing that is moving in the political 
world, tell me some news.' * I am sorry, madam,' said 
the discreet premier, ^ I cannot oblige you, as I have 
not yet read the papers of the day.' 

474. This great statesman was known, when retired 
from piiblic business into the circle of his friends,, to inr- 

13* 
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dulge in light and plajfiit convenation. Ht even cog- 
descended to punning. When enjoying biraself with a 
convivial party at Walmer Castie, the expected inva- 
sion of the French from the opposite shores viras talked 
of, and one of his friends asked nim * What dependence 
can you place upon your Cinque-Port volunteers ? for 
you know some of them are millers, and others are 
custom-house officers.' * O,' said Pitt, ' these are 'je 
Teiy men in whose military talents I can confix : eve- 

2f miller is a marshal Saxe, and eveiy custom-house of- 
oer is a Qesar.* 

475. The duchess of Gordon expressed great pleav 
tire at meeting him after a long absence, and asked him 
many questions. Among the rest-^' Pitt,' said she, 
^ have you talked as mucn nonsense a^ you used to do, 
since we last met ?' ^Madam,| he replied, ' 1 have not 
beard so much.' 

476. Although not a profound classical scholar, be 
was sufficiently conversant with some of the best Latio 
authors, to make a most happy and impressive applica- 
tion of passages in their works to* subjects in debate. 

He was one day very closely pressed in the bouse of 
commons by Mr. Fox, to avow what was the precise 
object of the cabinet ministers in the war against France, 
and particularly, if it had an immediate reference to 
the restoration of the Bourbon family to the throrie of 
their ancestors. Ur. Pitt candidly replied, ' With res- 

Sect to myself, I have no hesitation to declare to tbe 
onoorable gentleman, that as far as I am coneeraed, 
such a specific and definite object as that which be 
names, is the favourite subject of mT thoughts ; it is the 
darling object of my ambition, ana its accompiia^iDent 
would constitute the greatest gloiy of my life<--To adopt 
the words of £neas : 

JftTe it fata meis paUrmtur dve^re vitmn 
Autpiciif-t el sponte mea componere curai ; 
jH^r^m TVuD^fcDum fnrimum^ duintque nw>rtm 



vtomniB or wit. S 

Jj^Oiq^^ etkrem ; Priami4etUi alia mmuneiU f 
Ei TwiMva ffiamf fotvmtm PtrgoMoa wetU^ 

A^l. Impromptu on seeing the statue cfMr. Pitt pla- 
ced mbove aU the monumeTUsin Westmintter Abbey ; — 

* See the just image of bis ndble mind, 
Dead, as alive, be soars o'er all minkiod.' 

CHRISTOPHER PITT, THE POET. 

478. Bcirsoir, who wrote a pamphlet to expose Diy- 
den's Translation of Viigil, was fend of the alliteration 
for which Pitt was remarkable.' Fitt thought it an ex- 
cellence far less considerable than Benson did : ' But,' 
said he, ' since you like it so well, this couplet upon 
cardinal Wolsey will not displease you : — 

< Begot by butchers, but by biihopi bred. 
How high his honour holds his haughty head.' 

PLATO. 

This sublime and visionary philosopher adorned the 
simple*precepts of his mastjer Socrates with the flowers 
of bis eloquence. His Dialogues are subtle and verbose 
in the extreme ; and his treatise on a republic is a ro- 
mance ; of his acutenessin conversation, there are satis^ 
factoiy evidences. 

479. Plato was asked, when he tfiougbt all the peo- 
ple of (he world would be happy, m replied, * £1* 
ther when wise men are kings, or kings are wise men:^ 

480. Dutfenes paying Plato a visit, trod on his ridi 
carpets with his dirty feet. ' See,' said be, ' how I 
trantple on the pride of Plato.' * Truer said Plato, 
* but with greater pride.' 

PLUTARCH. 

481. His adrice to the unfortunate is rery ingenious, 

• Virg. JEa. 4. 
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and ought to be conaolatoir. *<7oiiskier,' says die obi- 
losopber, 'you equal the happiest men in the one Dalf 
of your life at least ; that naif, 1 mean, which you 
spend in sleep,* 

CARDINAL POLE. 

482. Iir a company where cardinal Pole was, tbe 
conversation turned on a young tnan, who was very 
learned, but very noisy and turbulent. The cardinal 
remarked, ' that learning in such young men, is Yilt 
new wine in the vat, there it works and ferments ; but 
after it is put into a vessel, faavii^ gathered its strength 
together, it settles, and is quiet aud still.' 

483. Some letters were shown to him, that had beeo 
written to console a great roan on ibe death of some of 
his friends. These letters were comfiosed in tbe mosi 
pompous manner, and weie adorned with all the flowen 
of a gaudy and affected style- ' 1 never read any let- 
ters,' said the cardinal, ' more calculated to answer the 
purpose of assuaging grief, for I diefy any man to read 
them without laqghiog heartily, * 

ALEXANDER POPE. 

484. As he complimented all persons of title, so be 
did lord Bolingbroke in the highest style of adulatioo. 
He always spoke of thb ^ guide, philosopher and friend/ 
as a being of a superior order, that had condescended 
in pity to tbe moral wants of mankind, to visit this ioif* 
er world. In particular, when a comet appeared and' 
approached the earth, he told some of his acquaintancet 
'It was only sent to convey lord Bolingbroke home 
3>gain, just as a stage-coach stops at a door to take up' 
a passenger.' 

485. Once dining with Frederick prince of Wales^ 
he paid the prince many compliments. * I wonder, 
Pope,' said the prince, ' that you, who are so severe 
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3on liings, lAiouId be so eompkiialit to me.' * It i8»' 
id Pope, * because I like the lion before bis clawt are 



own.' 



AN INFALLIBLE POPE. 

486. * When I was at Cambridge,' said Mr. Fuller, 
here was a current but false report, that Pope Urban 
[II. was imprisoned by his cardinals in the castle of 
. Angelo. Whereupon a witty lad, a scholar in the 
niversity, said^ * Jam verissimum est papam non posse 



rare,* 



PROFESSOR PORSON. 

The compiler of this work has reason to lament, that 
e hope be expressed five ^ears ago,* -^ That the tal- 
its and attainments of this extraordinary man would 
i duly ai^reciated br some able biographer,' has not 
it been realized. The accounts that have hitherto 
sen pyblished of him, are hasty, meagre, and inaccu- 
te. They may show the zeal of the respective writ- 
's, but they a£ford few proofs of the dili|^enee of thehr 
searches, or of that expansion of critical judgment 
icessaiy for the full comprehension of i^ch a subject 
the richly gifted, and amply stored mind of Porson. 
Porson ooiild illustrate any topic connected with the 
ide range of bis studies with so much information, 
id carry it to such an extent, ar generally to surprise 
id often to instruct all the company around him. As 
fferent occasions called for the display of bis talents, 
i was keenly sarcastic, drily humorous, or playfully 
ly. Imperfect recollection supplies the ibllowing 
anty and perhaps inaccurate instances of his colloquial 
Hies. / 

487. He made this candid confession ; ^ When I 

* Preface to the Elements of General Knowledge, editioa 
) Beventh. 



9 FLOWKRS Of WIT. 

was seventeen years of age, I thought 1 knew ereii 
thine; as soon as I was twentv-four, and had leai 
BenSey, 1 found 1 knew nothing. 

. 488. So far from lending an ear to flatt^y, he vas 
averse to that [praise which was justly his due, Anvt 
thor, to whom in the most ohliging manner be hadgif- 
€D some literanr assistance, said to him : ' I wisb to 
make you a public acknowledgment in the next edittis 
of my work.' * 1 decline your offer,' said Porsoo; 
' for you may say somethii^ in compliment to me tiiar 
we may both be ashamed of ten years henpe.' 

489. Herman, the editor of a work on GnA metit 
accused Forson of being veiy dogmatical upon that sub- 
ject. This attack produced the following lines : 

• * The Germans in Greek 
Are sadly to leek. 
Not five in fiye score, 
But niaety-five more ; 
AU save only Herman, - 
And Herman's a German.' 

490. A great admirer of G ibbon commended hmtjjn 
IB very high terms. The professor listened to him^ ^^ 
a sneer of disapprobation, but for some time sauiifr 
thing On being pressed for his opinion : *' Gibbflo.* 
said he, ' is too uniform ; he writes in the same flowei; 
and pompous style upon every subject. He is \h 
Christie the auctioneer, who says as much in praise ol 
z ribbon as of a Raphael.' 

491. Some persofn talked to the professor io tii^ 
jaQost exaggerated terms of the poems that had be^ 
published hy sir James B. Burgess and P. Pybus ; s^ 
this puffer asserted, that they would obtain more faitf 
In times to come than Homer. Virgil, or Milton. ' Nj 
doubt,' said Porson, ^ the^ will be praised by all nur 
^ind, when Homer, Viigii, and Milton are Cbigotteo,' 
<and not before,* 
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PORTRAITS. 

492. Mart persons have declined to have their por- 
%iis take» from pride, which sometimes assumes the 
-ess of modesty. Monsieur Dassier the medallist^ as 
ell as De la Tour the painter, could not prevail oo 
iron Montesquieu to sit for his portrait, till the for- 
er^ with an air of pleasantry, said to him, ' Do not you 
ink there is as much priae in refusing my request^ 

there would appear in grantii^ it V Upon this he 
esently yielded. 

PRINCE CHARLES, comraonly called 
THE PRETENDER. 

TriEKE is sufficient eridence to prove, that the Pre- 
nder was. in London in the year 1753» He appeared 
a card-party at lady Primrose's ; the servant observ- 
1 how very like the stranger was to the picture of the 
rince, which hung on the chimney-piece in the room 
I which he entered. 

He walked in broad day in St. James's Park, and 
as seen coming out, and was recognized by several 
ersoos, and among others by Dr. Smith, professor of 
Bometiy in Oxibra, who mentioned the circumstance 
» several of his friends in O&ford afterwards. 

493. Mr. Hume, the hisrt'orian, told all he had heard 
pon the above subject to lord Holdemess, who was 
;cretary of state in 1753 ; and he added, thatproha- 
ty this piece of intelligence had escaped him. ' By 
} means,* said be ; ' dnd who do you think irst told 
le the Pretender was in London ? it was the king him* 
^If : who added, And what do you think, my lord, 1 
lould do with him ?' Lord Holderness confessed he 
as puzzled how to reply. The king perceived his 
mibarrassment, and extricated him from it, by sayinr : 
My lord, I shall iust do nothing at all ; and when ne 
i tired of England, he will go abroad again.' 

This stoiy ought to be generally known, as a remark- 
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able proof of the moderation nad pnidenee of Khs 
QeoTge II. 

PRIOR. 

He was a skilful versifier, rather than an orig^inal poet, 
and possessed a happy facility of ez^ressii^ the ideas 
he borrowed from his predecessors in neat and dow- 
inr rhymes. He showed much of the airy vivacity 
which marked the French poets of the «ame period, 
and like them, excelled in the pleasantries of cod- 
versation. 

494, In a gay French company, when every (hk 
sang a little song or stanza, of which the burden was 
*Banni8Sonslamelancholie;^ when it came to his tarn to 
sing, after the performance of a young lady that sat 
next him, he produced these extemporary Imes : 

^Mais cette voix, et cet beaux yeaux. 
Font cupidon trap dangereux; 
£tje tuts trUtCf qnandje crie^ 
Bannissofu la melancholie.^ 

495. As he Was surveying the apartments at Versailles, 
being shown the victories of Louis XIV. painted by 
Le Brun, and a^ed whether the king ot England s 
palace had anysuch decorations ; ^The momnnents of 
my master's actions,' said Prior, *are to be seen eveiy 

where but in his own house.' 

496. When he was ambassador at Paris, he went 
one night to the Opera « and sat in the same box with 
a nobleman, who, as is the custom in France, swag loud- 
er than the performer on the stage. Prior burst oat 
into violent invectives against the performer ; upon 
which the nobleman ceased singing, asked Prior veiy 
seriously the reason of his abuse, and assured him upoo 
bis honour that the person he exclaimed against had ooe 
of the finest voices in Curope, 'That may be,' said Pri- 
or ; but how can I have any patience with afelloir mak- 
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iag ^ttcb. a homi fiaiffe, thai I oaim^bave the pleas- 
ure of beariDg your lordship ?' 

497. Towards the dose of his life he hecame deaC or 
at Ibast thought hinoself so. When some person asked. 
hijB, whether he had ever observed btcnASif deaf when 
be was. in office ; ^ Faith, replied he, *I wks then so 
afraid of my head^ that I did not much attend to my 
«ars,' 

PSALMANAZAR- 

498. He endeavoured to impose upon the public, by 
pretending to be a native of an island he called For-- 
mesa. One day as he was enlarging upon its beauties, 
a gentkman, who had no great relish for his flights of 
fancy, remarked to him : * If this island be in the lati* 
tudeyou describe, the sun must shine ^rpendiculariy 
down the chimneys, and put all the iires out.' ' O sir,* 
said Psalmanazar without any hesitation, 'tbeinbabi-' 
tants are aware of this inconvenience, and so all the 
chimneys are built obliquely." 

DANIEI. PURCELL- 

4^. He was a ve>y determined nonjuror. He told a 
friend of his, that when kinr George 1. landed at Green- 
wich, he had a full view of him. ' Theu,' said his friend, 
' you know him by sight.' ' Yes,' replied Purcell, ' I 
think I know him, but I cannot swear to him.' 

THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBURY. 

500. The duchess was the jjatroness of Gay, and 
being fond of the company of his brother- wits, invited 
a parly, consisting of Addison, Pope, Swift, and Arbuth- 
not, to dine with him at her table. Addison talkied 
little ; and what he said was with such embarrassment, 
that he could hardly finish a sentence. Pope was the 
orator of the company ; his voice was shrill, and he . 
- ■ ' 14 • 



«»Mte maanf tart observations. Swift «fis 4ft «n»ttf Ms 
odd himiours, and was determined to tease tlie ducmss ; 
to; as sooo as the company were seated at dinner, he 
Qompiaioed he had left bis snuflM^xit behind him, and 
requested one of the servants might be sent fur tc. He 
•oon after eompiaioed of tbe want of hiatootb^pid^^se, 
and a second servant was despatched for tbaty wfimhe 
described as an indispensable requisite to his comfort 
He then complained of tbe want of his pocket-book, 
and a third servant was sent for that : in short^Jbe con- 
trived to have so many distinct wants, that not a jsingle 
servant was left in the room. The ducliess locked 
around^ and seetiwoo servants ; ' Geatlei&eii«* sai^she, 
' we are reduced to such a state that we must wait upon 
ourselves. If I want a piece of bread or a clean plate, 
I shall rise and help myself, and 3rou must do the same/ 
Swift, findinff his scheme of putting the ducheaa out of 
^ humour had Tailed, sat in sullen silence ; but Gay, a fat 
jolly figure, threw himself back in his chair in an im- 
moderate fit of laughter, delighted at his raortificatioa. 
* I am now fully convinced,' said he, * of what I have 
often heard ; that her grace, our noble hostess, is the 
best-natured woman in tbe world.* 

auiN. 

SOI. QjViiv thought anglii^ a very cruel div^iaioa ; 
and on befr^ asked why, gave this reavon : ^ Suppose 
some superior being should bait a hook with veaiaoo, 
and go a quinning : I should certainly bite, and what a 
figure 1 should make dangling in tfa» air !' 

'602. Q,ijin told lady Berkelejr, who was a baautiftil 
woman, that she looked blooming aS the spring ; but, 
recollectir^ that the season was not then very promis- 
ing, he added, ' 1 wish the sprii^ would look like your 
ladyship.' 

603. A young fellow, whos^ talent lay in comedy, 
came to offer himself, to the play- house ; and having 
gLiven a specimen of his abilities, Mr« Q^la asked if he 
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tiad ty/tr flared My parte in come^ ? Tfae^mmf fe^ 
low afi9werea, * Tes, he bad played Abei iif ibe A(- 
okjnrist.' * I am ratber of opinion,' said Qpiny ^yc* 
ptoyied Gvtn, for 1 am certain you murdered Abel/ 

504. When manager, he kept a tragedy so long tfaa€ 
the author called frequently ; and beii^ reiy angiy, 
Quin sent him to his bureau and desired him to take lU 
After searching for someiime among several other playa» 
and not finding bis own ; ^ Well,' said Qjuin, * be con* 
tent*-take two comedies and a farce for it/ 



605. Being asked, what he thousfat of the eonduci 
of the people of England with regard to the Botlle ®on-> 
Jurer« Elizabeth Canninr, and the Cock-Laoe Qhost i 
*• The first,' he answered, ^ was a proof of their ridicu^ 
lous credulity ; the second, of tbcnr eitravagant folly j 
and the last» of their blind supetstitioa.' 

RACINE. 

506. * Itf one year I have written half a dozen trage- 
^ies,' said an arrogant scribbler to Racine ^ but you 

have written only one traeedy in half a dozen years.* 
* True,' said the poet ; ' bbt mv tragedy was Athalia, 
Did Toy neyer read £sop's Fables ? Some one re- 
firoadhed a lioness that she brou|;ht but one young one 
nt a birt^. I eHow it. she replied : but that one is a 
lion.^ ■ 

DR. BADCLIFFE. 

507. ArrtHpiKQ an jnjtimate friend in a dangerous, 
illness, he declared, io an unusual strain of generosity, 
.that he would not ta|k.e a fee. At last when the cqre 
was complete, and the physician was taking his leave, 
'* 1 have put every day's fee,' said the patient, * in this 
|>urse^ mj dear doctor ; nor must jrour goodness get the 
petter of my gratitude.' The doctor eyed the purse, 
^^ouptea tl^e gays of his attendance ip a moment ; aii4 
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^tt ^ttendini^ his hand hy a kind of professioBat ae- 
ebanical motion, implied : * Well, 1 can hold out do 
longer : single I could have refused the guineas ; foikt, 
alJ together, they are irresistible.' 

508. H* could ntever be brought to pay bills iHlhout 
much importunity. A paviour, after long and fmitksB 
attetnpts, caught him just getting out of hi^->5liariot at 
his own door m Bloomsbuiy Square, and set iqson hka : 
* Why^ you rascal,' said the doctor, 'do "you ^fret^ 
to be paid fov such a ^iece of Wotk ? wh^, yon have 
spoiled roy pavement, and then covered it over n^ith 
«arth to hide yoor bad'work,* ' Doctor.' Kaid the pavi- 
&», * mine is not ttte ePnly had work that thfe ^arth 
hides.' * You dog yxy\i,' said tbft doctor, * are you a 
wit t You mdst th«n be poor, so cono In :' ami he |»aid 
him. 

509* Antfong^t the many facetiig related of Dr. Rad- 
diffe, it has been noticed, that when he was in a con- 
vivial party he was very unwilling^ to leave it, even 
4haa|h sent for by persons of the highest distiaicftnn. 
Whilst he was thus deeply engaged H a tavern^ a pet- 
son called in ordtfr to indace t^ doctor to visit hi» wife, 
who was dangerously ill ; but no entreaties oonld pre- 
vail on the disciple of ^oul^pilis to postpone hia sa- 
crifice to Bacchns. Enraged at the doctor's obatiiMicy, 
the man, who was very strong, took him up in his arms, 
and carried him off in spite of his resistance. Radetifie 
was at first much enraged, particularly as the circum- 
stance excited much kughter amongst the spectators 
Having, cooled a little, howevcir, before he was set 
down, ne listened to the apolc^ of the hnshaxidv wiio 
eicused himself for his ruoeness by the extreme ilhoess 
of his wife ; he then exclaimed witfa an oath, in his usual 
iffanner, ' Now, you im|)udent dog, I'll be reveog^ed of 
you, for ril cure youf wife !' 

510. Dr. Rad^nifeus^dfothreat^n^son^eofh^bMth- 
isen of the fisiCtilty, ' That he would leave the whole 
mysteiy of physic behind him, written oo half a sheet 
of paper.' 
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. SIR WALTER RALEIGH. 

51 1. This all*accomplJshed knight was author of 
The Histdiy of the World, the de3ifi:n of which wai 
equal to the greatness of his mind, and the execution t9 
the strength of his parts and the variety of his learning. 
Ralegh seems to have written for posterity, lord Bacon 
for the rei^n of James. 1. He said with ^reat calmness 
to some ot his friends, who deplored his confinement 
vrhen he lay under sentence of death ; * The world 
itself if but a larger prison, out of which some are daily 
selected for execution.' >' 

ALLEN RAMSAY. 

5t2. This pleasing author of the pastoral comedy 
ealled * The Gentle Shepherd,' wrote the . following 
epigram, on receiving the present of an orange from 
€hc countess of Aboyne :— 

" Now, Priam> bod, thou may^tt he mate. 
For I can proudly vie witli thee ; 
Thou to the ftiirett gave the frait, 
The &ireit gave the fruit to ae.' . 

KAPHAEL. 

4 

This artist, deservedly called the Divine, whose 
prodttctions astonish and delight the world, lived only 
thirty-seven years. 

513. He was once asked by what means he had 
reached such perfection in his art. His reply was, * I 
think nothing teat belongs to it beneath my attention.' 

514. He possessed too much good sense and candour 
to take offence at .any just criticism ; but be could not 
endme the censure oif the presumptuous and the ^no- 
r^nt. / Two cardinals, who had more good taste in wine 
than in pieteves. observed bira as he wasr painting the 

14* 
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Taces of St Peter and St. EatiU ^Ad reproached him loi- 
making their complexions too ruddy. * Gentlemeo/ 
said Raphael, not a little nettled at the petulence of 
their remark^ ' be not surprised at what I have done : 
I have only painted these holy apostles as they ^ppeap 
in heaven ;. the eolour you aisapprove is the bUisL of 
shame on their seeing the misconduct of their success 
sors^ the present governors of the church.* 

FRANCIS REGNIER, 

515. An elegant French poet and translator, of the 
seventeenth century. He was a man of such inflexible 
integrity of character^ ihsA he was called the abbe 
Feriinax, Upon a particular occasion, a person high 
in oiike, from whom he had some expectatioEKT, pressed 
hiffi to stretch a point so far as to tell an untruth. ' If 
you do not comply with my request,' said the great 
man, in an ans^iy tone, 'you will rue the consequences, 
for I am resolved to quarrel with you.* * Whatever 
the consequences atay be,' replied Ke^ier, coolly, 
' 1 had much rather you should quarrel with me for my 
refusal of your request, than that I should quarrel with 
myself for complying with it.' 

516. In his elegant poems, gaiety is blended with 
moral reflections. Among his short pieces there is one 
which he sent to a lady, with the present of 'a violet. 
The flower is supposed to address her in the Allowing 
strain of sweet and delicate compliment : — 

*' Modeste en ma couleur, modeste en mon s^'our, 
Francke (Pcmibitionje me eaehe sout tkerbe ; 
Mdis SI rur.votrefrontje puis me voir unjour^ 
La 27lm humble desfieiurs atra la plus sufierbc^^' 

The Petition of the Violet, 

** Beneath the friendly hawthorn's spray, 

A native of the lowly vaOe, 
1 bashful shun the eye of day. 

And with my breath pecAiine tlie gale. 



FtOWKRS OF WIT. 1 7 

p 

Lifce you io modept garb attir'd, 

A foe 10 show and sfay parade. 
Leas seen, by dj ihe more admir'd, 

1 floufisli in the rural siiade. 

O place me on thy snowy brrast I 

Entailed to that tf.ronf' nt Jove, 
The bucnblest vioJet, so 'ile»?Vl, 

The proudest of the flowers wi^l prove. 

SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

617, He managed his pencil with such consummate 
skill, that it had a kind of ui;t;{:Jo etTcc:^ and ailracied 
around him the bedutiful, die •liustricu?, ana the u^-'ulent, 
who could never sufticientiy jecomper»sfc. him for the 
elegance, grace, and spirit which he. uuused iiAo their 
portraits. The evanescent nature of his cokiurs ha£ 
been a just subject of regret, aid was the subject like- 
wise of an excellent pun. The J »te <iuohe3S of Uevon- 
shire said, with an allusion to tuis doiVot, and to the 
success of the artist in a compel; lion wiih si»«ne ofdis 
rivals, ' That Sir Joshua came cd wiih^/iying' colcurr.* 

In the recent exhibition In Pall MuWy it was g:ratify- 
ing to observe, that in some of the pictures th^re vfas a 
tenderness rather than a failure of colours; muny are 
mellowed rather than faded, and have lost non^ of their 
spirit. 

It is not easy to determine whether sir Joshua I^ey- 
nolds is more to be admired as a pa,inter than a writer. 
His thoughts are so just and nobie, and his style i& so 
terse and luminous, that his Discourses appear like the 
productions of one who had laboured incessantly iu 
literary composition. Yet so numerous Jind so inasteiiy 
are his paintings, that they appf^ar to have constituted 
the soje busi»ess of his life. He has iiiustraled ins 
theories of excellence by his own prnctice ; and \v»dl 
may the praise Leatowed by Pope upon Longinus be 
applied to him : — 

" His own example strengthens all his laws. 
And is himself the great eubiine he draws ** 
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He lias ai amiable as a man, aa be waft HhirtrMMis as 
an artist. His house was the resort of men of gennis ; 
and he entertained them not more by his elecatit bos- 

Eitality, than he charmed theto with the g^nmness of 
is temi)er, the urbanity of bis manoerst and his ridi 
and liFeiy conversation. 

518. It was one of his favourite maiiass, ' That all 
the gestures of children are graceful, and that the rei|;B 
of distortion and unnatural attitude commeiiccs with 
the introduction of the dancing-master.* 

The following remark is worthy of so emineot, en- 
lightened, and liberal an artist. 

519. * The only wa^es a real genius thinks of in his 
labour is the praise of impartial judges.' 

520. To his own pictures may be applied what he 
used to say respecting those of Rubens : * They resem- 
ble a well chosen nosegay, in which, though the colours 
are splendid and rivid, they are never glaring or ep- 
pressive to the eye.* 

521. He was so deeply impressed by the transcend- 
ent genius of Michael Angelo, that in the last speech 
which he made as president of the Royal Academy, he 
thus concludes : * 1 reflect not without vanity, thai these 
discourses bear testimony of this truly divine maa ; 
and! should desire that iiie last words, which I should 
pronounce in this Academy, from this place, might be 
the name of Michael Ai^elo, Michael Ar^eJo!* 

522. In a party dining at general Paoli*s, the sub- 
ject of wine-drinking was introduced, which sir Joshua 
defended : and Boswell at that time drinking water, in 
imitation of Dr. Johnson^ the latler exclaimed, * Bos- 
well is a bolder combatant than sir Joshua ; be aigaes 
for wine without tbe help of wine, but sir Joshua wilb 
it.* Sir Joshua replied, * B.ut to please one's company 



is a strong motive.' Johnson, supposing many in 
company to be elevated, exclaimed, * I won't ai 
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-Any 9Kn« HflQn ^ou» sir ; you ar« tod &r g6he*' Sir 
Josbua mildly answered, ' 1 should have thought so in- 
deed, sir, h»dl inade such a S|»eeob as you nave now 
done* ' On this Johnson drew himself up, Ulushiiig, as 
Boswell describes him, and said, ' Nay don^t be aiigiy, 
I did not mean to offend you.* 

523. The bishop of St. Asaph, as he ivas 'sittiqg to 
sir Jeshua, asked him how it was that Garrick had not 
been able to make any excellent players with all hb 
instructions. * Partly,^ replied sir Joshua, ' because 
they all imitate' him, and then it becomes impossible : 
as this is like a man resoWing to walk always behind 
another ; and whilst this resolution laatsL it is impoasible 
be should ever be on a pace With him. 

524. His delicacy of conduct was remarkable. Mr. 
Burke remarked to him the peculiar advantages which 
certain situations gave to those who chose to make use 
of them. ' For instance ; you who are so much in pri- 
vate with persons of the highest rank and power, when 
they are sitting for their pictures, at moments also when 
they are at leisure and in good humour, might obtain 
favours from them, which would give you a patronage 
almost equal to that of a prime minister.' ^ There is 
some truth in what you say. answered sir Joshua ; * but 
bow could I presume to ask favours from those, to whon» 
d became known only by my obligations to them ?' 

JONATHAN RICHARDSON, Juaior. 

525. LoftD Chrstbrpield said, in a debate in the 
house of lords, to the ]6rd that sat next him, ' that he 

.could put the nation in a way to be never more in fear 
of the Pretender's succeedmg to the crown, viz. by 
making him elector of Hanover ; for that we should be 
sure never to send for any body over from thence again.* 
Richardson said, *' That though he thought this had as 
much wit as any bon-mot he had ever heard, yet be 
;beiieved lord Chesterfield had more wit than to say it.* 



CARDINAL RICaiELIEU. 

526. Air offieious informer came to teli cardinal 
Richelieu of certain free expressiom that aorne persons- 
had used in 8peakin§: of hire. ^ Why bow noir V taid 
the cardinal ; ' do you dare to come and call tne aUf 
these names to my i ac^ under pretence of their havine 
been said by honest gentlemen ?' and, ritKti^ his bel^ 
said to the page in waiting, * Kick that H({qW dowa 
stairs,* 

HYACINTHUS RIGAUD, 

527. A ccLEBRATED painter. Although he wm a 
man who had a turn for e^allantnr, he was not very fond 
of painting ladies. * If/ said he, ^ I represent them 
exactly as they are, the^ will not think themselTes 
handsome enough ; and if I flatter them ezcessiTely, 
then their pictures will not be like them.* 

528. A lady who leuged veiy highly, and whose 
likeness he had taken, complainea that he did not use 
rood colours for her picture, and asked him where he 
bought them. ^ I believe, madam,^ said he, * yoa and 
I both deal at the same shop.' 

SIR GEORGE ROOKE. 

529. When the gallant sir George Rooke was mak- 
ing bis will, some of his friends expressed their surprise 
that he had so little to leave. ^ It is true,' said the no- 
ble admiral, * I do not leave much ; but what I do be- 
queath was honourably gained : for it never cost % 
sailor a tear, nor the nation a farthing.' 

ROUSSEAU. 

jAtitrfrom Frederick of Prussia. 

530. ' Come, dear Roussjeau ; I offer you a lipqaOf a 

pension, and liberty.' 
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Tkt Amter of Son$$eau. 

* Yevr mi^esty oiefs «• an asTkim, and promiaes 
me liberty ; but ywi b«ve a sword, and you are a king. 
You offar a pension to me, wbo never did you any 
l^ood ; but bave you bestowed one on each •of toe brav« 
men wbo hai^ 1^ eitber a leg or an arm id your ser- 
vice f 

DR. ROSE- 

B31. It was an annual custont for Dr. Johnson^s 
bookseller to invite bis autbors to dine with him ; and 
it was on such an x)ccasion .that Dr. Johnson and Dr. 
liose of Cbiswick met, when a dispute beg;an on the 
pre-eminence of English to Scotch writers. In the 
course of conversation, Warburton's name was men- 
tioned ; when Dr. Rose observed, * What a proud im- 
perious man he was V Dr. Johnsoii answered, ^ Sir, so 
ne was ; but he possessed more learning than has been 
imported From Scotland since the days of Buchanan.* 
Dr. Rose, after enumerating several Scotch authors, 
said, * What think you of David Hume, sir V * He was 
a dejstical scribbling fellow,' was the answer. ' Well, 
be it so; but what tninkyou of lord Bute ?' Jf>hn8on — , 

* I did not know that he ever wrote any thing.' Roie--^ 

* No r 1 think he has written one line, that has outdone 
any thing that Shakspeare or Milton or any one else 
ever wjx>te.' JoV««on—' Pray what was that, sir?* 
jRo8«— .* It was when he wrote an order foryotir pension, 
sir.' Johnson, who was quite confounded, exclaimed, 

* Why, that was a very fine line to be sure, sir.' 

SIR PETER PAl [. RUBENS. 

This greatest painter of the Flemish school was* 
how^ured by the friendsirip of n^any kings and princes j 
for he was an able statesman and an accomplisbea~-r 
scholar. He was twice married ; his second wife waa 
HeUiia FenneDt, a l^dy ef ex4|«isite beauty, whe serv- 
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ed him as a model whtn kt paMedllie Vttlues and 
the Graces. He resided at Antwerp, in a superb man- 
sion, tbe ihmt of wliicb he adorned wilb p«latMip is 
fresco. Between the court and the gend^a of this 
house be built a sotunda, which he enrioied wilhstat- 
ues, busts, antique vases, pietures of the best meateis, 
and ancient coins and medatls. He received tbe visits 
of several sovereign princes ; and all strangers of taste 
resorted to do btm homage. He admitted these visits 
the more readily, as they did not interfere with the 
, course of bis occupations. He worked with such facil- 
ity, that it was his custmn to have a person read to him, 
while be was painting, the roost celebrated authors, and 
particularly the poets. He was so well convinced of 
the assistance which even ibe most fertile imaginatioD 
can derive from poetry, that be made a collection of 
the finest passages of the poets, and he frequently pe- 
rused them before be began an^ of His great works. 
He was not ig^rant that the genius of Homer had kin- 
dled the invention of Phidias, when he gave to his Ju- 
piter that sublime character, which made his statue 
the admiration of antiquity, 

532. Although Rubens was employed as an ambas- 
sador, and baa other lucrative appointments, yet he 
acknowledged that to bis art of painting be was indebt- 
ed for all hisi riches. An English chemist came one 
day to visit him, and promised to share with him the 
treasures of bis secret, if be would be at the expenjie 
of building a laboratoiy. After givine a patient bear- 
ing to the whims of this projector, Kubens took him 
into his painti^^-room. 'You come to me,' said be, 
' much too late V twenty years ago I found the philoso- 
plier's stone with this palette and these pencils.' 

BISHOP RUNDLE. 

His candour and bis sense of duty made bim despise 
- the arts of dissimulation, too prevalent among thfiu«^ 
who irequent a court. 



• 

5SS. Qmmh Gaiolsn» j^nutd Urn lo tell hMr of ber 
faulUu ' If H so please your majesty,' said he, *I wili 
tell yoo of oae. PeneBs cone from all parts of the 
kingdom to see your mijesty wheo yiou attend white* 
halTcbapei, h is thereiore to be lamented, that you 
talk so much to the kine durio|([. divine service.'—- 
^ Thank vou, ray lord bishop,' said the queen ; ' now 
tell me of another oT my faults. ' That 1 will do,' said 
he, *" with great pleasure at some future time ; but tot 
correct that 1 have just mentioned*' 

PUBLIUS RUTILIUS* 

534. Hb was influenced by 4ie inflexible integrity of 
a genuine Roman. A friend made an improper request 
to him, which he refused to grant. * What,' said the 
indignant petitioner, ' is the use of your friendship, if 
you do not comply with my wishes V ^And what would 
be the value of my friendship,' said Rutilius, Mf i were 
to consent to tint whieh is dishonourable ?' 

SADI. 

535. This celebrated philosopher and poet was born, 
at Schiras, in Persia, and flourisbed in the twelfUi cen- 
tury. He made use of the most pleasing apologues to 
convey religious and moral instruction. ' i was walk- 
ing with a triend,' said Sadi, ' in the heat of the day, 
in a grove of trees that formed an arch of foliage so 
thick as completely to exclude the rays of the meridian 
sun ; a clear stream meandered at our feet, and enliv- 
ened the beautiful verdure of the grassy carpet, and all 
these charms of nature invited us to repose. I saw a 
wicked man asleep in this delightful place. * Great 
God !' said I, 'does not the consciousness of his crimes 
prevent his rest ?' My friend heard me, and said, 'God* 
giv^s sleep to the bad, in order that the good may be . 
undisturbed.' ' 

536. One day, when I was in the bath, a friend 
l^ave me a piece of scented clay* I took it; and said to 
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tt^ 'Art tbo» mtttk, or ambeitti^ki t for 1 «tti cbavmed 
with tbr tleii^fol perfomc. |t answered, * I was a 
dcspicaole piece of clay; but I was -some tkwe in 
company with tbe rose, toe sweet qiialHy ofwiy com- 

eAion was comraoofcated to me, otherwise i ^AkmM 
Te beeo only a piece of earth, as 1 appear €o be.' 

537. CooTeninif with a phifosopher, I a^€d • him 
from what persons he bad derived his knowlec^, 
which was peculiarly accurate and solid. ^Fron the 
■blindf^ he leplied ; ^because they never lift up their 
^t without first soui^liii^ with their sticks tfie grouiid 
upon which they intend to tread.' 

SANTEUIL. 

538. A FAta. lady to whom tlie poet Santeuil awed a 
«uin of money, mef him one day, and asked him why be 
liid not visit her as formally. 'Is it«' said she, 'because 
y6u are in my debt? No madam, that is not what prevents 
roe; but you are yourself the cause that ^ou are not paid. 
^How so?' said the lady. 'It is,' continued the poet, 
'because when! see jou^ I forget eveiy thii^ else.' 

539. A certain clergyman preached at St. Merry, 
and did not please his audience. Santeuil, who was 
present, said, *Tbis preacher did much better last 
year,' Some one observed, 'How so ? he did not preach 
at all last year. 'For that very reason,' said Saateuil, 
'he did much better^** 

PETER PAUL SARPr. 

.MO. He was bonoured by the learned for his great 
ibilities and erudition, and by the |:ood for his integri* 
4y. He ably defended the cause of the senate of Ven- 
ice against the claims of the Pope to infalibility, and to 
a power paramount to all other human aurtbority. 
jS^iupelltd by yariowt eoDspiractes of the vindicti?e 
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pafHit* io cmifim iii^mself to fais conreot in Vesice, 
wfole the History of the Council of Trent* «steemed m 
a i9odel of btstorical composition. Convinced of the 
corruption of the court of KoR)e, and the artifices of its 
emissaries, be said, 'There ia nothing more desirable 
Ihsa to abolish the iBStitution of the Jesuits : the 
church of Rome will be involved iu their ruin ; and if 
Home be ruined, reUgioa will relbrm of itself.' 

541* In Ills last illness, which was caused Iby a 
wound from a stilettOi said to be inflicted by an emissa* 
rv Crom |he court of Rome, he feceived a visit fsoni 
tne doge and senate of Venice. He had merely 
strength enough to raise himself up in his bed, at their 
entrance into his aDarto^nt : and, with his hands clasp- 
ed together, and hijpi eyes lifted towards heaven, Be 
exclaimed with his expiring breathy alluding to his deac 
mative city, ^ Esto perpetua,^ 

SIR HENRY SAVIL- 

542. * Pray, sir Henry ,^ said the earl of Essex^ 
* what is your opinion of poets V * I' think them,* said 
sir Henry» ' the best writers, next to those that write 
prose.' 

THE APPLICATION OF SCRIPTURE. 

The application of passages taken from the holy 
Scriptures to common subjects are in general to bie 
censured ; but in some cases they are so itigenious, 
particularly when on6 is retorted upoi\ another, that 
we cannot nelp admiring tbem. 

543. When John duke of Anjou approached Naples, 
at the bead of a great annv, to besiege that place, he 
caused these words, taken from the Gospel of bt. John', 
to be inscribed on his standards. * Fmt misiutcui no* 
fnen erat Johannes.^ Alpbonso king of Aragon, who 
defended the city, answered him b^ another passage, 
wbi^b hp caused to b« put upon (iis stapdards, takep 
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iroDi ttie tame tifavplir : ^ ^te Mur^, e^ lum f^cepersR/ 

Tbe following is )»erli«p8 one of Hie iieateM alhisire 
retorts of this kind tbat ever was made. 

544. Mr. Danez yniB sent by the eomrt of FfMiee to 
tbe cooneil of Trent, wherein he made a vMienent 
speech ^^iost the court of Rome, and in faT^ur-of the 
feformatieffi of ttie chureh. As soon as he had 4nidi- 
^, an Italian pfelate said, with an expiestloii of tm- 
tempt, '^ G4dlut camua.* Mr. Danez histaot^ esefaim- 
ed, * Utifiam ad Galli catUum Petrtu ttnpitcettt V 

SECRECY. 

545. Srii Tromas Pope, the founder of THnity Col- 
lege in the university of Oxford, took this sentencfe fbr 
the motto of his arms, ' Quo<2 tacitum veHs^ neiRtm, 
dixens;* and experience -proves tbe wisdom of tbe 
caution it conveys. He well knew the weakness of 
mankind, and bow ea^er many are to disclose all they 
are told, even at tbe risk of safety and the expemie of 
honour. 

546. Demetrius the son of Antigonus the Great, ask- 
ed his father on what day he intended to give the ene- 
my battle. ' Are Tou afraid,' said he, ' my sob, that 
you will not hear the sound of the trumpet 1\ 

547. In the war of the French revolution, in 1794, 
the kin|f of Prussia, the dtike of Brunswick, and gene- 
ral Clairfait, made a combined, and, as they thongfat, a 
most unexpected attack upon tbe republican army ; but, 
to their great surprise, they found their enemies were 
fjolly prepared for them, ranged in regular oi^r of 
battle, and save them such a warm receptidif'ttiat 
they were obliged to retreat with considerable loss. 
At a council oi war held immediately afterwards, in 
which the above mentioned persons were present, ^n- 
era! Clairfait, fixing his -eyes steadily on the king of 



PraMia> said, * one of us three is a trailor.'' ' How so V 
said the kiiig, looking contused. * I repeat,' said (be 
g^eneral, ' that one of us three is a traitor, or our well- 
concerted plan could not possibly have tailed of suc- 
cess/ ' I can assure you,' said the king of Prussia, 
* that I never whispered a word upon the su^ect to any 
buioan being, exctpi to madame deR^* * ^.' * What 
a faitUess eottnseflor, or rather what a perfect novice in 
the ways of the world, you must be I exclaimed the 
enraged general Clairfatt. ^ Could you possibly have 
taken a more effectual method to sacrifice us to the 
French army, than by blabbing our secret iq a French* 
woman ?' 

SIR CHARLES SEDLEY- 

548. James M. had created mm Sedley ^is mistress, 
the daughter of sir Charles Sedley, countess of Dor- 
chester. Shr Charles was, however, instnimental in 
the revolution which placed William and Mary on the 
throne. Being reproached for this conduct, as a proof 
of ingratitude to James, who had ennobled his daugh- 
ter, he answered : ' He has made my daughter a coun- 
tess J and how can I show my gratitude better than by 
making his daughter a queen ?^ 

GEORGE SELWYN. 

549. Two men, of the names of Fox and Burke ^ were 
hanged one morning at Tyburn* George Selwyn, who 
was remarkably fond oi attending the eiLecutions of 
criminals, was asked by the two great orators of the 
above names, of whom he was not fond, whether he 
had been present at Tyburn to see Fox and Burke 
turned off. * No,' said he ' for I don't think .it worth 
while to attend r^anaU** 

550. Geoj^e Selwyn travelling in a stage ccftch was 
interuoted by the frequent impertinence of a compan- 
ion, wno was constantly teasing him with questions, and 
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aikinf Urn how he did. ' Hoir are fou mw, sir f 
said me impertinent. ' Very well,' said Geotge Sel- 
wjn ; * and! intend to continue so all the rest of the 
journey.' 



551. ' Hovr does yournew^purebased horse 
said the late duke of Cuinberlaodto Geoim Selwyn, 
^ I really don't know.' i^Hed (xeoig«, ^ tor I tiever 
asked him a 4|uestioo. 

SENECA. 

552. This acute philosopher soon discoveTed the 
natural cruelty of bis pupil Nero ; but knowing that 
the sttfbborness of some dispositions might be soitened, 
be endea?oured to correct what he could not change. 
With this view be wrote bis treatise on Oemeatigy. Sen- 
eca, apprehensive that Nero was going to sacrifice ser- 
eral noble Romans to his suspicions, had the courage 
to say to him, ' Whatever be the number of persons 
you put to death, know that you cannot kill your suc- 
cessor, 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

553. The Life of this nobleman, in the BiogTapbia 
Britannica, is a kind of Panegyric^ rather than a histo- 
ry of him. Fear of his sovereign did not damp the 
freedom of his wit. Chales 11. said to him,.* Shaftes- 
bury, I believe thou art the wickedest man in England/ 
He bowed, and replied, * for a subject, sir, perhaps f ' 
am.' 

SHAKSPE-\RE. 

Every additional anecdote of this incomparable 
dramatist is to be the ttiore highly valued, because the 
details «« his biop^rapbers are so scanty. John Aubfey. 
who was a diligent collector of the MemorabUiA ot' 
many eminent E^Hshmen, gives the following sketcb 



of SbakflCK^pe, wfartdh is the m<»e durioos, as he lived 
so near bis time. 

554. Aubrey says that ' Shakspeare was a handsome 
well-shaped man, very good company, and of a very 
readie and pleasant smooth witt. One time as be was 
at the tavern at Stratford-upoo*Avon, one Combes, an 
old rich usurer, was to be boryed, he makes there this 
extemporary epitaph : — ■• 

* Ten in the handred the devil allows 

But Combei will have twelve he swean and vowi ; 

If any one.asks who lives in this tombe, 

Hoh ! quoth the devil, 'tis my John o Combe.' - 

555. Shakspeare was wont to say that be never blot- 
ted out a line in his life : said Ben Jonson, I wish he 
bad blotted out a thousand.' 

The following anecdote is taken from a manuscript 
by Mr. Le Strange, preserved in the British museum. 
Reluctant as we must be to * lose one drop of this im- 
mortal man,', we confess that the joke which is intend- 
ed to g[ive a point to the anecdpte, is infinitely beJow 
his genius, even in its most idle and careless play. 
Our great inducement to insert it is, that probably it 
never before appeared in a collection of this kind ; and 
it proves thatlTSkakspeare and Ben Jonson were once 
on terms of intimacy, however cold and jealous the lat- 
ter became in a subsequent period of life. 

556. 'Shskspeare Was god-father to one of Ben 
J onsen's children; and after the christenTng being in 
a deepe Study, Jonson came to cheer him up, and 
asV'd him why be was so melaAcholy. * No fkith, 
Ben,' says be, * not I ; but I have beene cortstderfrtga 
ereat while, what should be the fittest gift for roe to 
bestow upon my ged-child, and I have resolved at last.' 
*I pr'y thee what ?' says he. ' V faith Ben, 1*11 give 
him a dozen good latten spoons, and thou shalt irmidaie 
them.' 






DR. SHARP. 

Dr. StfARF. of Hart Hall, Oxfofrd, bad a trick of re- 

f eating, in almost every sentence be spoke, the words 
say. To his friend, who ridiculed him for the pcac- 
tice, be made the following speech, 

'.I Bay they say you say I say I say ; 

I say, what if I do say 1 lay ? 

I say, what business have you to say I say T 

DR. THOMAS SHAW. 

558. Tbb improvement a person derives ffDm bis 
travels, evinces the great inferiority of common preju- 
dices. Dr. Thomas Shaw, an Oxford divine, was an 
eminent traveller. On his return to England from the 
East, he hapMned to be in a company w&re the conver- 
sation turned on the luxuries of the table. A gentle- 
man remarked, that be thought English dishes superior 
to those of any other country. * You show roar con- 
tracted notions of good living,' said' Dr. Shaw, * by 
this remark : had you fortunately been wkh me is tiie 
kingdom of Morocco, you would have improved your 
taste ; for there 1 feasted upon bear soi^» Miiwii 
serpents, and lion ctUUts cabobb^d.^ 

DR. SHERIDAN. 

559. Thsre was a mutual attachment between the 
doctor and miss Mac Faden. He called one momir^ 
to take leave of her for a few days, before be set out 
on a journey. She asked him, in a tone of voice that 
well expressed more than the words that accofmpanied 
it, bow long be intended to stay away : to which he 
immediately answered, 

* Tou atfk h4>w toag Til stay froin thee, 

Bapprets those risinc fears, 
If you should reckon tine like mei 

rerbaps tea thousand yoira.* 
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MR. SHERroAN. 

660. When Mr. Pitt was veiy yoang in office, sctc- 
ral aneiy altercations took place between bim and Mr. 
Sheridan in the debates in the house of commons. He 
once said to Sheridan, * You had better withdraw your 
attention from politics, and direct it exclusively to the 
stage, where the display of your abilities cannot fail to 
amuse the public' Sheridan was piqued' at this pro- 
fessional allusion ; and instantly replied, ' If I do turn 
ray attention to the sta^e, I cannot be at a loss for a di- 
verting character ; I will certainly, in compliment to 
you, revive the part of the angry boy in the old play of 
the Alchemist. 

561. When the School for Scandal was first acted, 
Mr. Cumberland was asked to give bis opinion of it, 
'J atii astohished * said he, Mhat the town cart be so 
comi^tely mistaken as to think there is either wit 6t 
humour in this comedy : I went to see it, and it made 
me as mve as a judge.' This singular oprnion was 
reported to Sheridan. ' Mr. Ciiinbenand,* said he, * Is 
very lingratefbl ; for When I went to s^e bis tragedy of 
the Carmelite, I did nothing but lau^h from the begiii- 
ning to the end.' 

MRS. SIDDONS. 

562. At the time \Vhen Mrs. Siddons had just reach- 
ed her high theatrical fame, and had acted some of her 
principal characters to the admiration of all who be- 
held her, a formal assembly of learned ladies, consist- 
ing of Mrs. Montagu, Mrs. Carter, Miss Hannah More» 
and sundry other members of the bax UeumeU and pre- 
vailed upon Mrs. Siddons lo be of the paifty. Their 
object was to examine her, and to eet from her the se- 
cret bow she could act with tucD wonderful effect. 
Mrs. Montagu was deputed to be the prolocutress of 
this female convocation ' Pray, madam,' said she to 
Mrs. Siddons, addressing her in the most formal mam- 
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neir, * |p ve me leave fo i«terf^te ywt^ and (g^ request 
you will tell us without duplicity or mental reservatioD, 
upon wbat principle you coaduct your dramatic de- 
meanour. IS your mode of acting, by which you ob- 
tain so much celebrity, the result of certain studied 
principles of art 7 Have you investigated, with profound 
research, the rules of elocution and gesture, as laid 
down by the antient^ and moderns, and reduced them 
fo practice ? or do you suffer nature to predominate, 
ana only speak the untutored language of the passions 7* 
* Ladies,' said the modem Thalia, with great diffidence, 
but without hesitation, ' I do not know how to answer 
60 learned a speech. All 1 know of the matter, and 
all I can tell you is, that I always act as well as I canJ 

SIR HENRY SIDNEY- 

563. He was the virtuous and brave father of a still 
more renowned son, sir Philip Sydney. To a friend ot 
a very fretful temper and very querulous, he said, in 
the genuine spirit of an antient philosopher : ^ Take it 
from me, A weak man complains of others, an unfortu* 
nate man of himself, but a wisQ man complains neitbar 
of others nor of himself.' 

SIGISMUND, EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 

564. BfiiHG one day asked what was the surest metb- 
od of remaining happy in this world, replied, ^ Only do 
in health, what you have promised to do when you 
were sick.' 

SIR SIDJVEY SMITH. 

565. An officer maintained^ in the presence of Sir & 
Smith, that he could not assault a particular post, be; 
cause it was unattctckable, *' Sir,' said the gallant chief, 
* that word is not English/ 
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SOCRATES.; 



B66. * This wise Athenian croasM a glUteriK fair ; 
CnmovM by toi^ues and sights he walk d the place, 
Through tape, tags^ tinsel, gimp, perfume and lace ; 
Then bends from Mars's Hill his awful eyes, 
And * What a world 1 jaever want !' he cries.' 

Parkcll. 

« 

•567. Socrates being asked what was the bebt mode 
of gaining ahigh reputation, said, ' To be what you apj* 
pear to be. 

568. Archelaus, a powerful monarch, offered Socra- 
tes a handsome pension, if he would come and reside at 
his -court. The answer of the philosopher was as tn« 
dependent as laconic : * At Athens meal is two pence 
the measure, and water may be had lor nothing.* 

SOLYMAN THE MAGNIFICENT. 

569. Whcft Solyman the Magnificent marched to the 
conquest of Belgrade, in 1521^ a woman of the com- 
roon sort approaclied him, and complained bitterly, 
that while she wassleeping, soldiers had carried off her 
cattle, and this was all the property she had. *" You 
onust have been buried in yctj deep sleep,* said the 
empeior, ' pot to hear the noise the robbers made.' 
' Such,' sire, was indeed the case,^ replied the woman : 




that he ordered full amends to be made for her loss. 

THE SPARTANS. 

570. A DANCER said to a Spartan, ' Tou cannot 
stand so long on one leg as I can.' ^ Perhaps not/ said 
the Spartan : ^ but any goose can.' 
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57h Scfine Sparlaos as thesr tiftfelkid mel a pemo, 
who told them they were fortunate^ for a gane of rob- 
bers had just left that place. * No,' answered one of 
them, ' the robben were forttioate.' 

572. A beggar asking alms of a Spartan^ be aD8we^ 
ed/ If I grant what you crave, I shall make you a more 
confirmedbeggar ; he who first gave you money, taiigiit 
you laziness. 

573. A traveller, observing the respect paid to age 
ifi Sparta, said, ^ Here alone it is a pleasure to grow 
old.' 

574. A Spartan mother, after the first news\>f a bat- 
tle, went out of the cit;3r to obtain more intelligence. 
A messenger came and informed her, that bom her 
sons were among the slain. ' Wretch !' said slie, * 1 
did not inquire the fate of my sons, but that of my 
countiy.' When told that Sparta was victorioas, she 
exclaimed, * Then 1 rejoice in the death of my scms.' 

575. A Spartan mother presented a shield to her son 
going to battle, with these words, * Son, either this, or 
upon this.' 

576. Another to her son, complaining that his swoid 
was too short, said, ' Add a step to it.^ 

577. Demaratus, king of Sparta, being asked wheth- 
er he was silent through folly or wis<ik>m, replied, ' A 
fool cannot be silent.' 

578. Xerxes, at the bead of half a roillion of men. 
wrote thus to Leonidas, ' Surrender your arms.' Leon- 
idas, who commanded only three hundred Spartans, 
returned this answer, ^ Come and take them.' 

579. Just before the battle of Thermopylse, a Spar- 
tan soldier came and reported, that the Persians were 
so numerous, that their clouds of arrows darkened the 
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sun. ' So much the better,' said Leonidas, * for we 
s.hall fight in the shade.' 

LORD STANLEY. 

580. The antipathy which Dr. Johnson bore to 
Scotland was not singular or unprecedented. Lord 
Stanley came plainly dressed to request a private au- 
dience of kin^ James I. A gaily dressed Scotchman 
refused him admittance into the king's closet. The 
king hearing an altercation between the two, came out, 
and inquired the cause. ' My liege,' said lord Stanley, 
*" this gay countiyman of yours has refused me admit- 
tance to your presence.' ^Cousin,' said the king, ^how 
shall 1 punish him ? shall 1 send him to the Tower?' 
' O no, my liege,' replied lord Stanley^ * inflict a sever 
>r punishment ; send him back to Scotland.' 

581. Louis XIV., as he was reviewing his horse 
grenadier guards, said to lord Stanley, who was by his 
side, ' My lord, you see before you the most courageous 
soldiers in my army ; I assure you there is not one 
among them who is not covered with wounds.' *If they 
be se courageous,' replied lord Stanley, ' what must your 
majesty thmk of the courage of those who gave tnem 
these wounds ?' 

LAWRENCE STERNE. 

582. Some person remarked to him, that apothecaries 
bore the same relation to physicians, that attorneys do 
to barristers. *" So they do,' said Sterne ; ^ but apothe- 
caries and attorneys are not alike, for the latter do not 
deal in scruples,^ 

EDMUND STONE. 

583. He was a self taught mathematician, a native of 
Scotland, and son to a gardener in the service of the 
duke of Ai-gyle, 1720. He gave the duke, his patron, 
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a curious account of the progressive advance of bis stu- 
dies ; and his example proves what elevated and dis- 
tant objects the regular course of determined diiigesce 
can reach. ' I was first,' said he, * taught to read. I 
^saw the duke's architect use rule and compasses, and 
'make calculations ; the science called aritnmetic was 
explained to me ; so I bought a book of arithmetic, and 
learned it. I then learned geometry. I was told there 
were good books upon the subject in French and Latin ; 
so I bought dictionaries, and learned French and Latin. 
The book you see me reading is the Principia of the 

freat Newton. It seems to me, that if a man once 
nows the letters of the alphabet, he may acquire any 
kind of learning.' 

SIR ROBERT SUTTON. 

684. There is a species of retort so far superior io 
the common run of answers, that it may be very proper- 
ly siyhd sublime. Of this kind is the following : Fred- 
eric the Great kin^ of Prussia, asked sir Robert Sutton, 
at a review of his tall grenadiers, ' If he thought an 
equal number of Englishmen could beat them ?' ' Sir,' 
replied sir Robert, ' I do not venture to assert that ; 
but I believe half the number would tiy.' 

DEAN SWIFT. 

665. The dean was both fond of conversing with the 
Irish common people and of amusing himself with their 
credulity. One day he observed a great rabble assem- 
bled before the deanery door, and was told they had 
met to see an eclipse. He sent for the beadle of the 
town, and told him what to do. Away ran Davy for his 
bell ; and, after rinprine: it some time, 'O yes, O yes, 
all manner of persons concerned, take notice that it is the 
dean's pleasure to put ofif the eclipse till this hour to- 
morrow. So God save the king and the dean !' The 
mob, except a few , immediately dispersed ; but those 
few swore they would not lose another afternoon, for. 
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that the dean, who was a veiy comical man, might 
take it into his head to put off the eclipse again, and 
so make fools of them a second time. 

586. Dean S^iilt travelling in Ireland called at the 
house of a friend. The lady of the mansion rejoiced to 
have so distinguished a guest, ran up to him, and teas- 
ed him with a number of questions, as to what he would 
like to have for dinner. 'Will you have an apple-pie,sir? 
will you have a goose-berrypie sir? will you have a cher- 
ry-pie, sir ? will you have a pigeon-pie, *sir ?^ 'Any pie, 
madam,' replied the fatigued dean, 'but a magpie.* 

587. He was asked at court, what he thought of 
an ambassador and hh train, who were all embroidery 
and lace, full of bows, cringes, and gestures. He said 
it was Solomon's importation, 'gold and apes,' 

' 588. He said, that 'those who are always observing 
others, are like, those who are always abroad, at oth- 
er men's houses, reforming every thing there, while 
their own run to ruin.' 

589. Voltaire related to Mr. Sherlock an anecdote 
of Swift. Lady Carteret, wife of the lord lieutenant, 
said to Swift, 'The air of Ireland is very excellent and 
healthy ' 'For God sake, madam,' said Swift, 
falling down on his knees before her, 'don't say so in 
England ; for if you do, they will certainly tax it.' 

590. Swift having dined with, a rich miser, pro- 
nounced the following grace after dinner : 

'Thanks for this miracle, it is no less 
Than finding manna in the wilderness. 
In midst of famine we have found relief. 
And seen the wonder ofarhine of beef I 
Chimneys have smok'd, that never smok'd before ; 
And we have din^d, where we shall dine no more.' 

591. He said that a man of. wit is not incapable of 
business, but above it. A sprightly generous horse 
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able to carry a pack-saddle as wc^i as an ass, but he is 
too erood to be put to the drudgery. 

Sterne is said to have expressed the same excellent 
sentiment to the duke of Newcastle ; but its originali- 
ty rests with Swift. 

592. There scarcely ever was a finer cont^pliment 
paid to a lady than that which was addressed by Dean 
Swift to a wife who was always praising her busbaod : 

* You always are making; a god of your spouse, 
Rut that Tieither reason nor conscience allows : 
Perhaps you may think 'tis in gratitude due. 
And you adore him, because he adores you. 
Your argument's weak, and so you will find, 
For, you, by this rule, must adore all mankind.' 

693. Swift, in his lunacy, had lucid intervals. In one 
of these, he was taken to Dublin Park for the air. He 
there remarked a new. building, and he was told it was 
a magazine for arms and powder for the*sccurity of the 
city. * O,' said the dean, ' let me take an item of this :' 
be then wrote the following lines : 

* Behold a proof of Irish sense. 

Here Irish wit is seen ; 

When nothing's left that's worth defence, 

We build a magazine !' 

And then he put up his pocket-book, laughing hear- 
tily at the conceit, and finishing it with these words : 
*After the steed is stolen, shut the stable door.' 

This was the last effort of his expiring wit. 

MARSHAL TALLARD. 

594. When be was detained a prisoner in Ei^land 
he passed some time with William Cavendish duke of 
Devonshire. His compliment at bis departure was ex- 
pressed in these terms to the duke : ' My lord, when 
I come hereafter to compute the time of my captirity 
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in England, I shall leave oulthe days oi'my enjoyment 
at Chats worth.' 

TASSO. . 

595. He was honoured by the especial* regard of 
Charles IX., king^ of France, when he attended cardi- 
nal Luigi, who went to France in quality of legate from 
his holiness- the pope. In a c(|aversation held before 
the king by several learned men; it was disouted what 
condition of life was the most unfortunate. ' in my opin- 
ion,' said, Tasso, * the most unfortunate condition 
is that of an impatient old man, depressed by poverty ; 
for the state of that person is doubtless very deplora- 
ble, who has neither the gifts of fortune to preserve 
him from want, nor the principles of philosophy to sup- 
port himself under affliction.' 

The character of Tasso has obtained the highest 
praise. It is said of him, that ' there never was a 
scholar more humble, a wit more devout, or a man more 
amiable in society.' 

696. Some person reported to him, that a malicious 
e^emy spoke ill of him to all the world. ' Let him 
Persevere,' said Tasso ; * his rancour gives me no pain. 
How much better is it that be should speak ill of me 
to all the world, than that all the world should speak 
ill of me to;him !' 

697. Tasso beings told, that he had a fair opportu- 
nity of taking advantage of a very bitter enemy ; ' I 
wish not,' said he, ' to plunder him ; but there arc 
things I wish to take away from him ; not his honour, 
his wealth, or his life-r-but his ill will.' 

Boileau has been too severe in bk censures of the 
Gerusalemme Liberata. His delicate taste, it seems, 
was offended by the cltnqitant o( Tasso, Now it is very 
remarkable that Boileau himself, in one of the few orig- 
inal poems he ever wrote, his Ode sur la Prise de Mi- 
mur, has written with far more affectation, and deco- 
rated his poem with the same kind of tinsel, which «ie so 
much dislikes in Tasso. * 

16* 
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598. It seems necessary for a man of genius to faave 
some predecessor to show him the road to excellence : 
Tasso said of himseli^' if 1 had not read the Faster 
Fido of Guarini, I bad not excelled it.' 

THALES, 

699. OiTE of the wise men of Greece. A sopbts^ 
wishing to puzzle himfvith difficult questions, the sage 
of Miletus replied to them all without the least hesita- 
tion, and with the utmost precision. 

What is the oldest of all things ? God, because he 
has alwajrs existed. 

What is the most beautiful ? The world, because it 
is the work of God. 

What is the greatest of all things ? Space, because it 
contains all that has been created. 

What is the most constant of all things ? Hope, be- 
cause it still remains with man, after he has lost ereiy 
thing else. 

What is the best of all things ? Virtue, because with- 
out it there is nothing good. 

What is the quickest of all things ? Thought, be- 
cause in less than a moment if can fly to the end of the 
universe. 

What is the strongest ? Necessity, which makes men 
face all the dangers of life. 

What is the easiest ? To give advice. 

What is the most difficuU? To know yourself. 

What is the wisest .^Time, for/ it discovers all things. 

THE RIVER THAMES. 

600 Fuller justly says, in his 'Worthies of England,* 
that London owes it grandeur and opulence, un- 
der God's providence, to the well-conditioned river 
Thames, which employs its greatness in goodness,— 
to be beneficial* to commerce by the reciprocation of 
the tides. Hence it was that when king James I., of- 
fende«l with the City, threatened to remove his court to 
another place, the Lord mayor boldly enough told bim : 
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— '^ Your majesty may remove the court at your pleas- 
ire, but you cannot remove the river Thames.' 

THEMISTOCLES. 

601. Antient Greece can boast of no hero more il- 
ustrious. The victory he obtained in the Bay of Sal- 
imis over the Persian;! fleet, by which he prolonged the 
independence of his country, immortalized his name. 
\s a general, his talents were consummate : as a judge, 
be was inflexibly impartial. Simonides the poet request- 
ed him to relax the rigour of justice in his favour. 
' If you would think that poet bad,' said Themistocles^ 
'who transgresse^s the rules of metre, why should you 
not reckon that judge infamous who holds the request 
of any one more sacred than the laws of his country V 

C02. A father consulted Themistocles to which of two 
lovers he should marry his daughter ; whether to a 
poor man of merit, or to a rich man of a bad character. 
' Were 1 in your place,' said Themistocles, ' I should 
prefer a man without money, to money without a man.' 

603. If we could be admitted behind the scenes of 
the i)o)itical drama, and proceed from beholding the 
public affairs of empires to inspect their secret origin, 
we should be astonished at the small springs that give 
the first impulse to movements of the greatest import- 
ance. 

Themistocles had a son who was the darling of Lis 
mother. * This little fellow,' said Themistocles, * is 
the sovereign of all Greece.' ' How so ?' ' said a friend. 
' Why, he governs his' mother, his mother governs me, 
I govern the Athenians, and the Athenians govern all 
Greece.' 

604. As Themistocles was once marching amid the 
spoils of bis enemies, ^e said to one of his soldiers, 
* collect those spoils for thyself, for thou art not The- 
mistocles.' 
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THEODOSIUS THE GREAT. 

605. He was born iii Galicia in Spain, and flourish- 
ed at the end of the fourth century. He appointed 
judges to try persons suspected of having formed a coo- 
sptracy against him. He advised them to carrj on the 
trials with equity and moderation. ' Our first care.' 
said one of the judges, ' is to guard the safety of our 
sovereign.' ' Rather guard his reputations^ said Tbe- 
odosius : ' a sovereign ought to measure his life, not 
by length of days, but the continuance of his gloiy.' 

LORD CHANCELLOR THURLOW. 

He had a strongly marked countenance ; bis fea- 
tures were laige, his eye-brows were shaggy and prom- 
inent, and his eyes were expressive of uucommon intel- 
lect and ferocious dignity. He was what Dr. JohnsoD, 
calls * truculent of aspect.' - 

606. A fine buffalo was given to him, and it was kept 
in an indosure at his seat at Dulwich. This animai 
was so fierce, that even his keeper was very much 
afraid of him. One day lord Thurlow expressed his 
intention to approach him. The keeper warned hio) 
against risking such a danger ; but the chancellor ca^ 
rying a stout stick in his hand, walked slowly up to 
the animal, and looked at him with an aspect so g Hid 
and terrific, that the buffalo turned aside and retired. 
* My lord,' exclaimed the trembling keeper, * I am as- 
tonished at your boldness.' ' Your astonishment,' said 
his master, ' only shows your ignorance V do you not 
know, that man is ordained to be the lord 'of the crea- 
tion ; and it is only when he is poltroon enough, like 
you, to distrust his own powers, that he dares Mot face 
any beast whatever V • / 

607. A person came running almost breatnless to 
chancellor Thurlow. ' My loro,' said he, * I bring you 
tidings of calamity to the nation, and I do not know 
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far the direful effects of it may spread to endanger 
ihurcb and state.' — 'What is the matter, man ?'said 
i en patient chancellor. 'My lord,' continued this 
nifier of political mischief, ' a rebellion has bitten 
' — ' Where, where ?' ' In the Isle of Mart.—' A re- 
ion in the Isle of Man/ repeated the vociferous and 
iged chancellor ; ' a tempest in a tea-pot !' 
here is a similar idea in Athenxus. 

TIBERIUS. 

>8. Ambassadors came from Ilium to offer their 
iolencc to the emperor Tiberius, on the death of 
son Drusus, a considerable time after that event, 
return,' said Tiberius, ' for these very prompt ex- 
;sionsof your sympathy, I assure you of my very 
p sorrow for the loss of your countryman Hector.' 

39. Gratified as be was with the incense of flattery*^ 
was sometimes compelled to listen to the voice of 
h. He wrote the history of his own life, and paid 
it attention to the style. He consulted Ateius Cap- 
a great grammarian, respecting a word which he 
lected not to be pure. Ateius, who was a gross flat- 
;r, said, that although the word was not sanctioned 
antient usage, yet the authority of the emperor 
nped it genuine. Another grammarian was more 
:ere : ' Casar,' said he, ' you can confer the 
idom of Home upon men, but you cannot give it to 
-4s.' 

'he marquis de tierceville. 

110. A FRENCH gentJiman, presenting in a jocose 
nner this young marquis to a lady ot his acquaint- 
:e, ' Madam,' said he, ' this is the marquis de Tier.- 
^'ille, and he is not so great a fool as he looks to be.' 
ladam,' answered the young marquis, ' this is the 
ict difference between this gentleman and rap.' 
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ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON. 

611. Archdeacon Reeves observed in the library 
of archbishop Tillotson, a shelf of books of various 
forms and sizes, all richly bound and finely gilt and 
lettered. He asked his grace, why they were so dis- 
tinguished. * These,* said the archbisbop, * are my 
own personal friends ; and what is more, l have my- 
self made theai such, for they meant to be my enemies. 
I have used those hints their malice su^ested, and 
from them I have received more profit than from the 
advice of my best friends. It is for this reason, as you 
may see, I have rewarded them accordingly.* 

A PICTURE OF THE TIMES. 

612. Sitting once in my library,* said Mr, Harris, 
' with a friend, a worthy but melancholy man, I read 
him out of a book, the following passage : ' In our time 
it may be spoken more truly than of old, that virtue is 
gone, the church is under foot, the clerj^ is in error, 
the devil reiffneth.' My friend interrupted me with a 
sigh, and said, * Alas, how true, how just a picture ol' 
the times !' I asked him of what times". ' Of what 
times ?' replied he with emotion ; * can you suppose 
any other but the present — were any before ever so 
corrupt, so bad ?' * Forgive me,' said I, 'for stopping 
you ; the times I am readin2:orare older than you im- 
agine ; the sentiment was delivered about four hun- 
dred years ago ;Jts author sir John Mandeville, who.di- 
ed in 1371.'^ 

JOHN HORNE TCX)KE. 

No man ever displayed mo*% subtlMy or coolness of 
judgment in the discussion of ai^uments that arose in 
the course of conversation. But when he obtained a 
seat in the house of commons, he seemed out of his ele- 
ment, and spoke more like a casuistical attorney than 
an eloquent senator. What TaciUis said of Galba, may 
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3^ applied to him as a member of parliament ; he was, 
JMujor imperio, nisi imperasset,' 

613. In mixed conversation be was full of pleasantry, 
>n politics alone he was bitter and inflexible. During 

lie fervour of the French revolution, he talked as if 
Eln^Jand was upon the vei^e of a great political change. 
^uod volumusjacile credimus. Conversing upon the 
nature of the aristocratical part of the British constitu- 
tion, he said to a person who thought very differently 
to himself, ' I trust we shall live to see the day, when 
the distinction of titles will be abolished, and we may 
eat our mutton without being teased with such childish 
subjects as ribbons, and stars, and garters.^ 

Instead of living to see his Utopian dreams of equal- 
ity realized in Grcfat Britain, he lived to see ' the Child 
and Champion of Jacobinism' revive the order of no- 
hility in France ; and as if to show his contempt for 
* the Rights of Man,' be decked his satellites with those 
aristocratical insignia, for which the old court of France 
had been so much persecuted by the democrats. 

• 

614. Whep he heard of some failures of merchants 
in the city, he said, * Y"ou are not going, you are gone. 
It is not a slight hurt, but a mortal gangrene.' 

615. Uis opinipn upon the subject of law was admir- 
able. 'Law, he said, 'ought to be, not a luxury for 
the rich, but a remedy, to be easily, cheaply, and 
speedily obtained by the poor.' A person observed 
to him bow excellent are the English laws, because 
they are impartial, and our courts of justice are open 
to all persons without distinction. 'And^so,' said 
Tooke, ^ IS the London tavern, to such as can afford to 
pay for their entertainment.' 

616. He was very severe in bis criticisms on authors. 
He underrated the talents of Harris, the author of 
Hermes, &c. A person observed, that Harris was a 
man of great erudition, as appeared by his ni^merous 
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quotations, in support of his opinions. 'It may be so.' 
said Tooke ; * but as judges shelter their knavery by 
precedents, so do scholars their ignorance by author- 
ity.' 

617. He said of a certain barrister, whom he believ 
ed to be a perfect democrat, ' That mati would rejoia 
to see all London burning, that he might roast his pc 

tatoes by the flames.' 

• 

618. During the time of his trial for high treason it 
1794, one cold night as he was returning trom the Ota 
Baily to Newgate, a lady advancing towards bim put.- 
ed up the collar of his coat, and at the same tirae pu. 
9 silk handkerchief round his neck. While she \ni 
employed in this friendly attention hepily said, *Pray. 
madam, j^e careful, for I am rather ticklish at presen 
about fArf/^ toe' 

6 19. He was accused of beins: implicated with Har- 
dy and the other prisoners, in the design of going aii 
lengths with them in their career of political reform, or 
demolition. 'They might,' said he, 'intend to go as 
far as the king at n^indsor ; but I defy mv accusers to 
prove, by any overt acts of mine, that 1 intended ti 
accompany my friends an}' farther than BrentfordJ* 

CHARLES TOWNSEND- 

620. Lord M****, an Irish nobleman, was rema^- 
able for no small share of vanity. When he was in- 
dulging in his favourite strain of egotism in a laife 
company, he made the fullowin]^ remark : *" When I 
happen to say a foolish thin^, I always burst out a 
laughing.' ' 1 envy your happiness then,' said Charle: 
Townsend, 'for you must live the merriest life of any 
.man in Europe.' 

LADY TYRCONNEL. 

621. The laurels which James II. won by sea he !«! 
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by land. HaWng been a spectator of the battle of the 
Boyne, on the first of July 1690, be thought it most 
prudent, while the fortune of the day was yet undecid- 
ed, to seek his safety in flight. In a lew hours be 
reached the castle of Dublin, where he was met by 
lady Tyrconnel, a woman of great spirit. *Your coun- 
trymen, the Irish, madam,' said James, as he was as- 
cending the stairs, ' can run well.' *' Not quite 80 well 
as your majesty,' retorted her ladyship, ' for I see you 
have won tbe race.' ^ 

VAUGELAS. 

622. He was tbe translator of Quintus Curtius into 
French. Voiture, his friend, often rallied him on the 
excessive pains he took, and told him he thought be 
-would never finish the work, and that he employed so 
much time in polishing one part of it, that the French 
language changed, and obliged him to alter all the rest. 
He very happily applied to the tardy translator, the 
well-known epigram of Martial ; 

^ Rutrapdus tQrtsyr dum eircuU ora Luptrci^ 
ExpurgUgue genas, altera barba svbtiU^* 

So said be, 

^ Altera lingua subest." 

The translation, when it at last was published, was 
highly commended ; and its favourable reception in- 
duced Balsac to say, ' That the Alexander ot Quintus 
Cfurtius was invincible^ and the Alexander of Vaugelas 
inimitable.^ 

623. He obtained a pension from the king of France, 
by the interest of cardinal Richelieu ; upon which oc- 
casion the cardinal told him he hoped he would not 
ibreet the word pensiotiy in his Dictionary. * No, my 
lord,' said Vaugelas, ' nor the word gratitude*' 

17 
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MARSHAL VILLARS. 

624. When the great marshal Villars was past fou^ 
score, be gave a signal instance of his alacrity and cour- 
age, in attacking some squadrons of Imperial borse with 
the king of Sardinia's guards. That kin^ expressed 
his admiration of this exploit, and said, * Althougfa ad- 
vanced in years, you have shown all the ardour of a 
young officer.' To this compliment the marshal repli- 
ed, ' Lamps are apt to sparkle just before they expire/ 

625. Marshal Villars had many enemies at the court 
of Versailles. When he went there, previous to resum- 
ing the command of the army in Flanders, * I leave 
your majesty,' said he, 'in the midst of my enemies, 
while I go to combat yours.' 

VOLTAIRE. 

626. A TOUNG wriler, who flattered himself be was 
an original genius, having consulted Voltaire respecting 
a tragedy, which he had filled with extravagant inci- 
dents, Voltaire pointed out his defects. This young 
writer took pains to assure him, that it had been his ob- 
ject to keep as far from the imitation of Comeille and 
Racine as possible. * So much the worse ; for do you 
not know, sir,' said Voltaire, ' that a good imitation is 
the most perfect originality ?' 

627. Voltaire observed, * That what makes modem 
historians insipid, is their entering into so many details, 
like the writers of newspapers. Antient historians did 
not condescend to be so circumstantial ; hence theii 
pictures of mankind are finished in a much higher style, 
and they have ininitely more spirit.' 

628. He once called upon a beautiful lady, to whom 
he paid this compliment; * Your rivals are the perfec- 
tion of art, but you are the perfection of nature.' 
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629. He sometimes consulted physicians, and even 
quacks, without having any high opinion of the efficacy 
of art to cure the disorders of the human constitution. 
* Regimen,' said he, *is of more service than medicine : 
every man ought to be his own physician ; he ought to 
assist nature, and never force her ; but more than all, 
he ought to learn to bear pain, how to grow old, and 
how to die.' 

630. ' Some things are injurious to us, others are sal- 
utary. Eat with moderation what you know by expe- 
rience will agree with you : nothii^ is good for the 
constitution but what is easy of digestion. What receipt 
will promote digestion ? Exercise. — What will recruit 
strength ? Sleep. — What will lessen even incurable 
evils ? Patience.* 

631. The history of England appeared to him to be 
so blackened with norrible scenes, that he said, St was 
virritten by an executioner, for almost all the disputes in 
£nffland have been terminated either upon the scafibld 
or oy the gallows.' 

632. In a conversation with Mr. Sherlock, he said, 

* The tragedy of Cato is admirably well written : Ad- 
dison had a great deal of taste ; but the abyss between 
taste and genius is immense. Shakspeare had an as- 
tonishing genius, but no taste : he has spoiled the taste 
of the Elfish : he has been their favourite for two 
hundred years ; and what is the taste of a nation for 
two hundred jeaxs, will continue so for two thousand.' 

633. Voltaire was very fond of talking English : he 
conversed in that language with the (^|kbrated Dr. 
Frankliq. Miss Denis told him, it would be more 
a&[reeable to the company if he would talk French. 

* My dear niece,' said he, * you cannot imagine how 
t>roud I am to converse in the language of Dr. Frank- 
lin.' 

634. * What is your opinion of Ariosto ?' said Vol- 
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taire to an abb^ just returned from Italy. , *I HMk biin 
a ^reat poet,' said the abb^. ' I tbink bim/ said Vol- 
taire with some warmth, * the greatest of poets. His 
Orlando Furioso is an enchanted palace, where the 
burlesque fs so happily blended with the majestic, that 
one sets off the other. It is at once the Iliad, the Odys- 
sey, and Don Qjuixotc.' 

635. He was determined to be never outdone in 
compliments. He said once to Vemet the painter, in 
return for his praise, * Your colours are beautiful and 
lasting, and your naine will be immortal.' *M3r colours,' 
replied Vernet, * are not so durable as your ink ;' and 
he w^s ^oing, when he uttered these words, to kiss 
Voltaire's hand. 'What are you going" to do ?'- said 
Vr*ltaire drawing back : * If you kiss my hand, I must 
kiss your feet.' 

636. The following was the most apt and hriUiant 
allusion be ever made. It would perhaps be difficult 
in all the annals of wit to find an instance that surpas- 
ses It. Voltaire said many flatterine things of a cele* 
bra ted writer, probably Boileau. He set, however, a 
much higher value upon his ^ Art of -Poetiy,' than upon 
his ' Foems.' * He resembles Moses,' said Voltaire, 
* who pointed out the promised land to others, but nev- 
er reached it himself.' 

The above are some of the most favourable speci- 
mens of Voltaire's facetiousiiess ; but their brilliaocy 
ought riot to make us blind to the spirit which pervades 
too many of his works. The following 'character of 
him, written b^r one who witt^ssed the calamitous effects 
of his publioiiions upon the minds and the actiofis of 
his countrymen at the beginning of the French revolu- 
tion, is no less poignant than just. 

637. * He was the grand corruptor of the French ; 
and, with ail bis pretended freedom of expression, he 
flattered every kini^ and every vice of his age. He 
knew not how to strike at superstition without wounding 
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morality ; unlike Hercules, who transfixed the Centaur 
"%vithout hurting the beautiful Deianira. With his eter- 
-wial sardonic smile, he has bequeathed us a shameful 
X>J^rrhonism and a cruel levity, which make us glide 
^Tike over virtues and vices.'* 

LORD WALGRAVE. 

638. Lord Walgrave abjured the Catholic religion, 
and v^s a long time ambassador at Paris. He was one 
day teazed upon tb^ subject of his conversion by the 
duKe of Berwick. ' Pray,' said he, ' Mr. Ambassador, 
^vho had roost to do in your conversion, the ministers 
of state or the ministers of religion ?' ' This is a ques-. 
tion,' s^id his lordship, * you must excuse my answer- 
ing, for when I ceased to be a Catholic, I renounced 
coiifessioD.' 

EDMUND WALLER. 

» 

639. A MOTION was made in the house of commons, 
in the time of the grand rebellion^ that such men as 
Mrere chosen to serve in the parliament's troops should 
be fai^fid and skilful riders. Mr. Waller said, ' He 
much approved the motion ; for it is very necessary 
the riders be iaithful, lest they run away with the hor- 
ses ; and ^skilful, lest their horses run away with the 
riders.' 

640. King Charles n., after the Restoration, told Wal- 
ler, that he had made better verses and said finer things 
of the usurper Cromwell than of him : ' That lAay very 
well be,' said Waller, * for poets generally succeed 
better in fiction than in telling truth.' 

G41. King James H. treated him with ^reat kindness 
and familiarity. One day, taking him into his closet, 
the king asked him how he liked one of the pictures. 
* My eyes,' said Waller, then at a very advanced age, 

♦Nouveau Tableau de Paris, par Mercier. 

17*' 
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* are dim, and I do not know it.' The Wm: said it was 
the princess of Orange. ' She is,' said Waller, lAe 
the greatest woman in the world.' The kir^ asked 
who that was ; and was answered, Qpeen fllizabetb. 

* I wonder,^ said the king, " you should- think so ; but 
I must confess she bad a wise council. And, sir, saw 
Waller, * did you ever know a fool choose a wise one r 

642. When the kjng knew that he was about to mar- 
ry his dauehter to Dr. Birch, a clergyman, he otdercfl 
a French gentleman to tell him, that the king wonder- 
ed he could think* of marrying his daughter to a fallw^ 
church. ' The king,' said Waller, * does iiie great 
honour, in taking notice of my domestic affairs ; hutl 
have lived long enough to observe, that this Jalbng 
church has got a trick of rising again.' 

643. The poet Waller, to a Indy sinking one ef his 

(yaon fongs : 

* That «igl«?*s fale and mme arc one. 
Who oil the shaft that made him die, 

Kspied a feather of his own, 

Wherfewith he woof to soar so high.' 

LADY WALLIS. 

• 

644. Lady Wallis, seeing a gentleman sauuteriiiS 
about in one of her parties, said, ' Pray, sir, do yoo 
play cards?' * No, my lady.' ' Do you dance/ 

• No,' repeated the sauntcrer. ' Then, sir,' said sfa*. 

* give me leave to say,, you are neither useful iior or- 
namental.' 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

• 

645. One day in the house of commons, a speaker to 
opposition to the ministry, and famous for his long ha- 
i^ngues, had been upon his legs nearly two hours, in- 
veighing against sir Robert's measures. He was si* 
lenced for several days, by sir Robert telling the fol- 
lowing story. ' A short time ago,' said the premier, * I 
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as travelling in tb6 west of England with two ladies 
•<i a gentleman. Our carriage was in very good re- 
lir, the roads were very smooth, and the coachman 
as an expert driver. One of the ladies, however, ap- 
eared to be greatly terrified, crying out every minute, 
e should be overturned, or, the carriage would cer- 
Lioly hreak down. This language she held for several 
I lies, whilst I endeavoured to prevail upon her to lay 
side her apprehensions, assuring her we were in no 
anger whatever, that we were travellingin the greatest 
jcurity imaginable, and that all her fears were entirely 
roundless. At length the feiitleman, her brother, 
urst into a violent laugb, eayipg;, his sister knm per- 
jctly well we were safe, but having a melodious voice, 
nd a fluency of words, she was very fond of hearing 
lerself talk r and sir Robert concluded with observing, 
that several gentlemen in the opposition exactly re- 
embled the lady he had mentioned ; for though they 
nust be convinced that the state vehicle was in per- 
ectly good repair, and was well conducted, yet they 
vere so fond of bearing theoiselves baraiigue, that (bey 
leized every opportunity of indulging cheir loquacity at 
he expense of their judgment. 

HORACE WALPOLE, 

646i. Heaki NG that two of his female relations bad 
quarrelled; asked, * Did they call each other ugly ?' 

N^o.' ' Well, well, tbe»/ said he, ' 1 shall soon re- 
concile them.' 

BISHOP WARBURTON. 

His abilities were powerful, and bis information vari- 
ous, chiefly the result of the studies of his mature age. 
Although his natural temper was haughty and imperi- 
ous, he was obsequious and humble whenever he thought 
it prudent to bend to circumstances. No author was 
ever more fond of a paradox. He was a perfect Don 
i^uixote in literatuie, for he saw objects as no one else 
saw them : and when his imagination had once meta- 
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morphosed tbem into new shapes, each became as dear 
to him as a Dulcinea del Toboso, and he assailed all 
opponents with unabating fury* Asa specinaen of this 
critical chivaliy, he wrote a dissertation to prove, that 
the descent of iCneas into the infernal regions was de- 
signed by Virgil to describe the initiation of a novice 
into the Eleusinian mysteries. Was he aware that fa- 
ther Hardouin had made a much greater discoveiy ; 
for he had found out that th6 whole £neid was an al- 
legory, intended to describe the voyage of St. Peter to 
llome ! ! ! 

Sir Thomas Hanmer, who knew Warburtdn well, 
said, with reference to his Notes on Shakspeare, * His 
only use was in starting the game ; but he was not to 
be trusted in running it aown.* 

647. Dr. Bentlejr, when he saw * The Divine Lega' 
tion of Moses,' said, ' The author of this work has a 
monstrous appetite, with a bad digestion.' 

648. He used to say, ' That the two most difficult 
•things to meet with in the world were, a disinterested 
man, and a woman who had common sense — that sense 
without which wit is folly, learning pedantry, and virtue 
itself weakness of mind.' 

649. After a long absence he appeared at court, when 
the king observing to him, he supposed he had just left 
his diocese ; * No please your majesty/' said the bishop, 
' I am just come from Prior Park, near my diocese, but 
not in it.' * What have you been doing V said the 
king. ' I have, replied the bishop, ' been consbatii^ 
the enemies of that faith, of which your majesty is the 
s^vowed and zealous defender.' 

DR. JOSEPH WARTON- 

He was a delightful poet, a roost elegant scholar, and 
an able critic. His conversation was rich and fluent, 
and displayed exbaustless stores of wit, plea«antry, and 
iterary anecdotes. 
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650. Dr. Ba%a7, a retj able divine, baviog preaeiio 
ed an excellent discourse in Winchester cathedraL tbe 
text of irbicb was, ' All wisdom is sorrow/ received the 
following elegant compliment from Joseph Warton» then 
at Winchester school :— 

* If what yoa advance, my dear doctor be true, 
That wisdom is sorrow, how wretched ara yoa I' 

65 1 . The following veiy sweet address to Music, 
is a free translation ofa chorus in the Medea of Eurip- 
ides. Dr. Warton said, that he composed these verses 
^rbile he was drawing on his boots : — 

' Qaeen of ev^ry morving measure, 
Sweetefet source of purest pleasure. 
Music I why tby powers employ, 
Only for the sods of joy ; 
Only for the smiting goetts, 
At natal or at nuptial feasts ? 
Rather thy lenient numbers pour 
On those whom secret griefs devour; 
Bid be still tlie throbbing hearts 
Of those wijom death or absence parts ; 
And with some softly- whisperM air, 
Smooth the brow of dumb despair.' 

« 

652. In his 'Ode to Fancy,' he has drawn a pathet- 
ic picture, which shows the originality of his genius : — 

*Hastc Fancy, from tbe sc'enes of Folly, 
To meet the; matron Melancholy f 
Lead to some abbey^s reouId.Ving tow'rs, 
Where, to avoid cold wintry showers. 
The naked b^gar shivering lies^ 
'While whistling temptests round her rise, 
And trembles lest th«>. tottVing wall 
Sh(Hild on her sleeping infants fall.' 

653. Dr. Warton*!B« opinion was asked of War- 
burton's Divine Legation of Moses. . It is a work 
said be, 'in which numerous quotations are very ingen- 
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ioQsly strange to^elber to support a paradox. Warburtou 
was a clever man, but not a regular or-deep scholar. 
He is indebted, for most of bis quotations, with wbicb 
he makes such a parade of learning, to the collections 
of Grsevius and Gronovius. As be could not reacb 
the stream of Ilissus, nor the fountain of Aganippe, 
and there drink copiously, he was glad to taKe a 
draught of classical water from the reservoirs of oih- 
ers.' 

THOMAS WARTON. 

His writings display great richness of fancy, vigoui 
of judgment, ana extent of learned research. In the 
compan]f of strangers he was reserved, among his dai- 
ly associates affable and good-humoured ; but his con- 
versation rarely took any high ftieht of fancy» or wide 
range observation. It usually fell very much beIo\r 
the powers of his mind ; and his delight was, in com- 

SJiance with the old fashion of the university, to ic- 
ulge himself in making puns. 

654. During the first, Amerioan war there was a 
camp at Coxheatb, and Vy arton passed some time there. 
He was asked by a colonel of one of the regiments to 
read prayers and preach, and the colonel expressed a 
hope that he did not come unprovided with theolngicd 
ammunition. ^No, no,' said Warton, *I have brougbr 
some old stores with me that, I hope, will answer tbe 

Eurposeyou wish : I assure you I come. provided with 
oth Muscat and BalV These were* the names of tiro 
writers of sermons. 

666. In a pomp^ny where Tom Warton was present, 
a person was talkii^ of the active disposition of tbe 
king, and that he possessed a number of time-pieces, 
particularly a watch so light and small that he could 
wear it as a ring : ' The king we^rs this,' said Warton. 
' to show that time does not hang heavy upon his 
hands.' 



FLOWERS OF WIT. 57 

The king conferred oiji alderman Treacher, an Ox- 
ford brewer, tbe honour of knighthood. Warton was 
told that Treacher was made a knight of the new or^ 
der of Peg Nicholson. ' Sir,' said the wag, * the king 
should have revived an old order, tbe brewer should 
have been dubbed a knight of Mcdta.^ 

657. A person just returned from London, told him 
he had attended an execution at Tyburn, and had seen 
Jack Ketch dressed very shabbily. * Do you not think, 
sir,' said he, * that such a^public officer ought to wear a 
gown ?' ' By all means,' replied Warton ; * but be 
sure to let him have hanging sleeves to it.' 

658. Tom Warton's conversation turned upon Rapin's 
* History of England,' when he was disturbed by a 
young man, whose name was Tindal, making a noise at 
the college gate. The discussion was resumed, and 
again interrupted by Tindal knocking for admittance 
at tbe college gate. On one of the company asking 
Warton what was the matter, * [ believe, Sir, said he, 
' it is Tindal* s continuation of Rap-in,^ 

659. He heard two physicians talking of the singu- 
lar beauty of a lady : they both conversed with great 
animation, and seemed to contend which should praise 
her the most. * 1 do not wonder, gentlemen,' said War- 
ton, * at the warmth of your discussion, as the subject 
of it is a Venus de MedicisJ* 

660. It was reported that a certain duke who lived 
in the vicinity of Oxford, not remarkable for his liber- 
ality, allowed his servants to dispose of the produce of 
his lake. ' I always suspected, said Warton, ^ that 
the man was sel-JlshJ* 

661. He used jocosely to say, that the university of 
Cambridge must not object to Oxford its total neglect 
of various branches connected with the study of mathe- 
matics. Is not nav^ation learnt on the Isis, gunnery 
on tbe neighbouring hill ? The axii in peritrochio is 
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well illufttrated bj a scheme in a phaeton ; the doc- 
trine of the screw is practically explained most eveo- 
ings in the students' room, together with the moHon of 

662. The following beautiful epigrammatic lB?oca- 
tion to sleep is attributed to T. Warton : 

* Somne^ vent, quanquam eertimtna mortii immgo t* 

Contortem eupio u tamen esse tori. 
Hue adeSf haudabi/are eiio, nam sU sine vita 
Fwere quam suave est, sie tine morte mori^ 

O Sleep, of death although the image true. 
Much I desire to ihare my bed with you. 
O come and tarry, for bow sweet to lie, 
Thus without life, thus without death to die. ' 

There is sometbine in the point of these verses, that 
may remind the reackr of the following lines of Girah 
dus Cambrensis : 

* Vive Deo, tibi mors requies^ libi vita labori ; 
Vi9e Deo, mors est vtvere, vita mori.^ 

063. Inscription over a calm and elear spring ii. 
Blenheim gardens : — 

*' Here quench your thirst, and mark in me 
An emblem of true charity, 
Who, while my bounty I bestow, 
Am neither seen nor heard to flow/ 

This union of ideas is highly beautiful. It is possi- 
ble that Warton might have seen the following* toscrip* 
tion upon a fountain at Paris : 

* <2tMB tibi donat aquasn, laiet hospita nymplm suh imp .- 
Sic /m, ftcm dtderis dona, latere -vehsC 
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PHILIP DUKE OF WARTON. 

■ » 

Was prodigal in his expenses and versatile in poli- 
tics, a courtier at home and a rebel abroad. His dissi- 
pated character and conduct are supposed to have fur- 
nished Richardson with materials for bis Lovdace in 
the novel of Clarissa Harlowe 

564. In the reign of queen Anne, Robert Harley , 
earl of Oxford, the premier, caused a number of peers 
to be created at one time, to carry a particular point 
in the upper house. The duke of Wharton meeting 
him soon after, with some allusion to his fondness for 
the game of whist, as well as an immediate reference 
to what he had just done, said, *So, Robin, I find what- 
you lost by tricks you have gained by honours.^ 

665. The duke complained to sir John Cutler, tjje 
noted miser, of the disorder of his affairs, and asked 
him what he should do to prevent the loss of his estate. 
*Live as I do, my lord,' said sir John. 'That I can do,' 
answered the duke, 'after I am ruined.' 

PROFESSOR WHITE. 

666. He is one of the old school of Oxford punsters. 
The professor went to see Blenheim House, and a par- 
ty of young persons were appointed to meet him there. 
-^Blenheim can only be seen at a certain time of the 
day, and the party arrived too late. One of his friends 
scolded them ^h* being so tardy. ' You must make 
some allowance,' said the good-natured professor ; 
' young folks, you should recollect, virtll hare their post- 
times.^ 

667. Just after the attack which Dr. Parr made upon 
him* claiming a large share of the Bampton Lectures, 
the professor went down to Dover to bathe. Some 
person advised him toeo into the warm bath. *I thank 
you, sir,' said the professor, ' but I don't think I want 
It, as I have already been par-boiled.' 

18 
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668. He was in the Bodleian Library when tbe col- 
lection of coins and medals was shown to a party of 
strangers. By some accident a drawer containing^ many 
of the pieces was overturned, and they were scattered 
upon the floor. ' This is a fine sight, indeed,' said be ; 
' I don't know when I have seen so much current coin.' 

JOHN WILKES. 

669. At a city meeting John Wilkes harangued tbe 
assembly ; and on some clamour being made, alderman 
Sawbridge said to Wilkes, ' Had you not better be si- 
lent, as you see the sense of the assembly is against 
you ?' ' The sense,' said Wilkes, ' may be against me ; 
but I am determined to persevere in my speech, as the 
majority in such a meeting as this is always on tbe side 
of nonsense.* 



670. John Wilkes- was a«ked why he, who was form- 
erly all alive upon such occasions, was now so luke- 
warm in an election that wa^ going forward. His 
answer was, ' 1 am old and infirm, and am now like a 
volcano burnt out.' 

BISHOP WILKTNS. 

It would be an act of injustice to tbe author of one 
of tbe neatest repartees that ever was made, not to give 
it a place in tnis collection. To say that it is well 
known, is only an acknowledgement of its excellence. 

671. The .duchess of Newcastle, who was a great 
writer of plays and romances in the time of Charles II., 
asked bishop Wilkins, who had just announced his dis- 
covery of a world in the moon, how she could get there. 
* As the journey,' said she, ' mu^t needs be very long, 
there will be no possibility of going through it without 
stopping by the way.' ' Your grace,' replied the bish- 
op, ' can be at no loss for places to stop at, as you have 
built so many csistles in the air.* 
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ARCHBISHOP WILLIAMS. 

672. He showed such resolution in the defenee of 
episcopacy at the beginning of the troubles of Charles 
I., that the king said to him, * My lord, I commend 
you, that you are no whit dauntea with all disasters, 
but are zealous in defending your order.' * Please it 
your majesty,' replied the archbishop, * I am one of the 
true Welshmen, and they are observed never to run 
away till their general first forsakes them— no fear of 
my flinching, while your majesty doth countenance our 



cause.' 



TRUE WITCHCRAFT. 

673. An Italian lady, the wife of the marshal d' Ancre, 
having had great ascendency over Mary de Medicis 
queen of France, after her death was brought to trial 
on a chaise of witchcraft. Being. asked what potent 
spell she had used to fascinate the queen : *The potent 
spell,' she replied, ' by which a strong mind fascinates 
a weak one.' 

THE PENSIONARY DE WITT. ^ 

674. * Hold your tongue,' said a Frenchman ; *you 
talk so much, I cannot taste my meat.' •* Silence,' said 
a child to his mamma at a pantomime ; * do you not 
see harlequin is going to jump over the clown's head !' 
It was great vanity in Caesar to pretend to dictate ac- 
curately to three secretaries at the same time. The 
reply of the celebrated pensionary de Witt was much 
more judicious. On being asked how he contrived to 
transact a multiplicity of business in the course of the 
day, without neglect or disorder, he answered, 'I make 
it a rule always to attend to one thing at a time.' 

GENERAL WOLFE. 

675. General WIolfe was always anxious to maio- 
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tain the respectability of the military character ; he 
therefore treated every soldier as a gentlemaD. One 
day when taking a ride, he' dismounted, and left his 
horse for bis servant to hold. On bis return he found 
a grenadier holding his own and bis servant's horse, 
and the servant gone. He thanked the grenadier for 
the trouble he had taken, held the horses himself, and 
desired him to stay with him. On the servant's return, 
' Sirrah,' said the general, ' what do you mean by de- 
serting your service, and taking up the time of this sol- 
dier ? Had he been upon the parade, and I had em- 
ployed him as you have, it would have been proper 
enough : but can you be such a fool as to think, as he 
has the honour to wear the uniform of the king, and is 
engaged to fight for his country, that he ought to supply 
the place of an idle servant ? Know that it is your du- 
ty, and my command, that you wait upon the soldiers, 
and not the soldiers upon you.' 

676. General Wolfe invited a Scotch officer to dine 
with him, the same day he was also invited by some 
brother officers. ^ You must excuse me,' said he to 
them ; * I am already engaged to Wolfe.' A smart 
young ensign observed, he might as well have express- 
ed himself with more respect, and said General Wolfe. 
' Sir,' said the Scotch officer with great promptitude, 
' We never say General Alexander or General Ccesar.' 
Wolfe, who wafe within hearing, by a low bow to the 
Scotch officer, acknowledged the pleasure he felt at the 
high compliment. 

THE MAGNANIMITY OF WOMEN. 

This quality was not confined to the women of Spar- 
ta, as the following anecdotes will prove. 

677. When John Sobieski, king of Poland, mounted 
bis horse to go to raise the siege of Vienna, than close- 
ly invested by the Turks, the queen his wife looked at 
him with eyes streaming with tears, and then looked at 
a little boyi the youngest of her sons, *Wby, my love, 
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ou weep so bitterly V said the king to her. * I 
I,' said she, ' because this child is not old enough 
company his father.' 

8. Tidings of the battle of Ramillies, so fatal to 
•^rench arms, reached madam Villeroi. Her bus- 
, the marshal Villeroi, had lost that battle to John 
;reat duke of Marlborough. One of the Triends of 
ibove-meotioned lady came to give her comfort, 
assured her that the marshal had escaped unhurt, 
was in good health. * That,' said she, ' may be 
g-h for me, but it is not enough for him.' 

•HE MARQUIS OF WORCESTER. 

iWARD Somerset, marquis of Worcester, was a 
:3US Catholic, a man of the highest honour, courage, 
enterprise, and so loyal a cavalier, that he made 
y sacrifice in his power to the service of Charles 1. 
castle of Ragland in Monmouthshire was the last 
ess that was surrendered to the rebels. 

r9. He was famous for his pithy and pleasant con- 
ation. He was always inclinable to charitable con- 
:;tions of any person s conduct, and was never at a 
for some excuse or other to palliate imperfections. 
IS ! gentlemen,' said he to some of bis friends, who 
ce freely of one who was vain and ostentatious, yet 
oonsiderable merit ; * will you have corn grow 
I out chaff, or light to be without darkness, or pleas- 
w I Des without dregs ? If you set a man on his horse, 
>kn have his spurs:' 

P.O. The following are extracts from a copy of a very 
', work preserved in the British museum, entitled 
orcester's Apothegmes, by T B. 1650.' 
When king Charles I. entered the castle of Reg- 
i, after the battle of Naseby, the marquis kneeling, 
;ed the king's hand ; and rising up again, he salut- 
his majesty with this* compliment, ' Domtne, non 
I dignu9.' The king replied, 'My lord, I may very 

18* 
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'W^ll answer you again, [ have not found so g^at faitb in 
Israel ; for no man would trust ine with so much mooej 
as you hare done.' To which the marquis replied, '1 
hope your majesty will prove a defender of the faith.' 

* The king thanked the marquis for the monies lent 
him : the marquis returned the king this answer : "Sir. 
1 had your word for my money, but i jfiewer thought 1 
should be so soon repaid ; for now you have giveo me 
thanks, I have all 1 look for.' 

' The marquis wais one day reading us a lecture of 
patience in our adversity. Among the rest • of those 
witty sayings ivhich came from him, he tolcL us that 
there was nothing so bad but was good for something:; 
* For,* said be, ^ if there were no silence, there covld 
be no musick ; for the suddain stops that are in musick 
adde to the grace and perfection of the arte : igoorana 
is a spur to Knowledge ; darkness is a pavilion to the 
Almighty, a cabbinor drawn cbantber for us to sleep io. 
a dungeon for the judge to punish his delinquents, aod 
a foile for the painter to wake his sbadowes ; so are 
afflictions good tor our instruction, and adversities k 
our amendment.' 

ZENO, 

681. The ambassadprs of a certain prince iofitec 
Zeno the philosopher to a sumptuous feast ; and were 
surprised, as they had heard much of his- powers d 
conversation, that he did not talk at all. When thej 
asked what report they should make of him : ' Tell 
your prince, said he, * that you have been in compao^ 
with an old man who could hold his tongue.' 

682. A jperson asked Zeno the philosopher,- if wise 
men ever fall in love. His answer was, ' If wise mec 
do not fall io love, beautiful women must be very ub- 
fortunate.' 

COUNT ZENOBIO^ 

An emigrant Venetian, who long resided in Eoglaod, 
and indulged his fondness for Bonaparte and for caids- 
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683. He challenged an officer to play with him at all* 
burs, thinking, from his superior knowledge of the 
^aaie, he should make an easy conquest. The officer, 
lowever, proved more than a match for him, and eased 
Lhe confident Venetian of a considerable sum. He 
bore his loss with good humour, and when he related 
the story of his defeat, said, I was mistaken in my an- 
tagonist : I thought to have plucked a pigeon, but 1 
have been seized upon by a hawk.' 

ZEUXIS. 

He flourished four hundred years before Christ, and 
was the rival of Timanthes, Parrhasias, and Apollo- 
dorus. 

684. Pliny the elder bestowed upon this artist that 
extraordinary and judicious praise which conveys to us 
a high' idea of his talents. Speaking of the picture 
which Zeuxis painted of Penelope, rliny says, * He 
painted the manners of that queen. 

635. Zeuxis never attempted to finish his works with 
rapidity ; and when a person reproached him for his 
tardiness, he said, the reason of his slow progress was, 
* That he painted for eternity.' 

His last picture was an old woman : it was so comic> 
al and ridiculous, that he is said to have died with 
laughing at it. 

ZIMMERMAN. 

686. This eminent physician went from Hanover to 
attend Frederick the Great in his last illness. One day 
the king said to him, ' You have, I presume, sir, help- 
ed many a man into another world.' This was rather 
a bitter pill for the doctor ; but the dose he gave the 
king in return was a judicious mixture of truth and flat- 
tery : * Not so many as yogr majesty ,*ior with so much 
honour to myself.' 
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PARTn. 



Consifiing of Bon Mots, chiefly (monymous, of various 
descriptions. Sublime, Satirical, Humorous, &c, he. 



THE NORTHERN PEASANT. 

687. That a taste for the sublime and beautiful is 
not confined to persons of cultivated minds, Init is a 
kind of universal principle, cannot justly be denied. — 
/V gentleman resident among the mountains of Cumber- 
land, was talking to a peasant of the eagles that used 
to infest Borrowdale, and carry oflF poultry, and some- 
times lambs. ' It is true,' said the peasant, ' that these 
birds of prey did us some damage, but 1 am sorry they 
are all gone.' * Why so ?' said the gentleman. ' Be- 
::ause,' replied the peasant, * it gives me pleasure to see 
m eagle, — *' it is such a noble work of God !' 

THE SUBLIME OF AN ARTIST. 

688. Michael Akgelo was extremely disin^terested. 
Por his noble design of the church of St. Peter at 
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Rome, be received only twenty-five Roman crowns, 
and it was finished in a fortnight. Santo Gallo bad 
been many years employed in his wretched models, 
and received foor thousand Crowns for the ro. This 
being reported to Angelo, far from being mortified or 
envious, he said, ' 1 work for God, and require no other 
recompense/ 

THE SUBLIME OF BEGGING. 

If nobleness of mind constitutes the true dignity oi 
man, neither his mean attire nor his reduced circun- 
stances can diminish his intrinsic worth. We canDOf 
fail to be struck with an uncommon degree of admira- 
tion, when we hear those sentiments expressed by 2 
beggar, which would exalt the character even ol i 
monarch. « 

689. * As you do not belong to my parish,' said a 
gentleman to a begging sailor with a wooden leg, 'I 
cannot relieve you.' * Sir,' replied the sailor, with as 
air of heroism, * I lost my leg -figh ting for all parishes.' 

A PROCLAMATION. 

690. When the khan of Tartaiy , who lives in a cabin. 
has finished his noon-tide meal, which consists only ot 
milk and horse- flesh, he orders proclamation to be 
made by his herald, ' That all the emperors and kings 
of the world have his permission to go to dinner.' 

THE SPANISH CHARACTER. 

691. The Spaniards are marked by a certain gravity 
of demeanour, or constitutional phlegm, wbich assum^i 
the appearance of pride. It is not merely among P^f' 
sons OI rank and fortune that this hauteur shows itseli: 
but a Spanish tradesman, and even a mendicant, pr^ 
serves a lofty demeanour, which raises him above bi? 
condition. A beggar in Madrid solicited alms of a per- 
son, who, instead of relieving, reproached him for pre- 
ferring bis idle way of life to active and useful occupa* 
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* I asked you for your money y and not your ad" 
said the beggar ; and turned his back upon his 
tor, with the scornful air of a genuine Castilian. 

CLEOPATRA. 

S. A LADY to whom a painter had promised to give 
est picture in his collection, hit upon this strata- 
to find out which he thought so. She sent a mes- 
^r to the painter, when he was from home, to tell 
that his house was on fire. * Take care then of my 
yatrttj^ exclaimed the, artist. It is superfluous to 
vhat picture the lady sent for. 

FORTITUDE. 

3. A MAN related to his friend the whole train of 
Tiisfortunes, and asked him what he would have 
under such a pressure. ^ I should have put an 
to iny life, like a hero,' said the friend. ' I acted 
more like a hero,' said the other, ' for I had the 
age to live on.' 

MOTHER WIT. 

)4. A HUNCHBACK of Toulouse met a man, who had 
one eye, very early in the morning. ' Good mor- 
, friend,' said the one-eyed man ; ' you have got 
r load upon your shoulders very early.' * It is so 
y,' replied the hunchback, ^ that I see you have 
r one window open.' 

PUNCTUATION. 

95. In the priory of Ramessa there dwelt a very 
iral prior, who caused these verses to be written 
r his door : 

*• Be open evermore, O thou my door, 
To none be 8but....to honest, or to poor.' 
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. After his death there succeeded another prior, 2 
covetous as his predecessor had been liberal, whokep 
the same verses there still, changing nothing therein bu: 
one point, which made them run thus : — 

< Be open evermore, O thou my door, 
To none,... -he sbat to honest, or to poor/ 

MODERN GREEKS. 

696. The remembrance of their antient gloiy is uDi 
totally extinct. When Mr, Anson (the great lord As- 
son's brother) was upon his travels in the JBast, he hired 
a vessel to visit the island of Tenedos. His pilot, a^^ 
old Greek, as they were sailii^ along, said witbgrea: 
glee, * There it was that our fltti lay.' Mr. Ansor 
asked, * What fleet ?• * What fleet ?' replied the o^: 
man (a little piqued at the question^) ' why ourGic- 
cian fleet at the siege of Troy.' 

GYGES' RING. 

697.* It is said of the magical rin^ of Gyges, that i' 
had an extraordinanr power of making the wearer in- 
visible. A person being asked what a manof honoui 
put into possession of such a ring, would do, repltea 
* Just the same as he would do without it.' 

SHAKSPEARE A GOOD COOK. 

698. Two gentlemen were talking in a c«ffee-housf. 
of the best method of dressing a beefsteak. One i- 
them observed, that of all receipts, that given in tbt 
words of Macbeth, when he deliberates on the intentkv^ 
death of the king, is the best : 

' If it were done, when 'tis d«ne, then 'twere wcD 
It were done quickly.' 
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A GAMBLER. 

699. ' No,' said an Italian gaip bier after an intolera- 
ble run ofill luck, ' No, thou jade Fortune, thou may- 
est indeed cause me to lo»e thousands, bat 1 defy tHv 
utmost power to make me pay them.' 

FRENCH NEGATIVE VICTORIES. 

700. During the wars between England and France, 
in the time ot Queen Anne, it was the constant practice! 
although the duke of Marlborough and the allies gained 
almost every battle, to make illuminations at Paris, in 
order 1o keep up the spirits of the people. Once when 
the English had totally defeated the French, and a 
^reat iHuminalion was made as usual, a marshal of 
France said, * The French people are like flints, the 
more jou strUx them, the more fire they make.' 

A NICE DISTINCTION. 

701. A «U5R4ND wbosi^ ears were constantly assailed 
by the junruiy tungue of his wife, bore the sound of her 
incessant alarum with the greatest patience. ' It 19 
very clear,' said one of his friends, ' that you are afraid 
of your wife.' * 1 am not afraid of A^r,' said the hnS' 
Jband, ' but of the noise she makes.' 

WHAT IS MORNING ? 

702. 'Morning,' said captain Grose, * like noon 
and evening, has ver^ different meanings in the mouths 
of different persons m different places, 1 onde receiv- 
^d an appointment to wait upm a noble lord the next 
morni^. For want of duly considerinff bis lordship'g 
rank and amusements, I went at ten o'cbcfe ;^.J)ut after 
linocking full half an hour, was convinced % a slip- 
shod and leaping footman, that morning iVouId not com- 
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mence in that house till some hours after the sun had 
passed the meridian.' 

'On a similar appointment from a Welshsquire, I 
was at his door punctually at eight, having* been told 
be was an early man ; but judge my surprise, when 
his servant informed me, his master went out in the 
morning. On inquiry,! found morning in that bouse 
did not reach later than seven o'clock.' 

THE FASHIONABLE DINNER HOUR. 

A. D. 1813. 

703. A NOBLEMA.N invited a party to dine ; and the 
company assembled about seven o clock, the hour ap- 
pointed, and waited for him till they all be^an to dis- 
cover symptoms of ennui and oscitancv. At last the 
noble host made his appearance, coolly looked at bis 
watch, and ordered dinner ; and as coolly said, addres- 
sing himself to the half-famished circle, ' I hope you 
don't think me late, I am just come from the Opera, 
where ! only staid long enough to hear Catalani sing 
her first s6f)g : I had a great mind to encore the charm- 
ing creature ; but it is disagreeable to make one's com- 
pany wait^ so 1 denied myself that pleasure on youi 
account 1' 

A DESPERADO. 

704. A LADY was followed by a beggar who teased 
her very much to give him alms. On her refusing him, 
be quitted her with a deep sigh, saying, ' The almsl 
asked would have prevented me trom executing my 
present resolution.' The lady was alarmed, thinking 
the man would make some rash attempt upon bis own 
life. She called him back, and gave trim a shilling; 
and asked hira what he meant by what he bad said. 
* Madam,' said the fellow, *1 have been bei>ging all day 
in vain, and had it not been for this shiliii^^ ] should 
have been obliged to work.' 
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WISDOM. 

.705. Wise men say nothing in dangerous times. 
— The lion called the sheep, to ask her if his breath 
was unpleasant : she said Aye ; and he bit off her head 
for a fool. He called the wolf and asked him ; he 
said No ; he tore him in pieces for a flatterer. At 
last he called the fox, and asked him : ' Truly,' said 
the fox, ' I have caught a cold and cannot smell.' 

THE IRISH AND ENGLISH ROADS. 

706. An Englishman asked an Irishman if the roads 
in Ireland were good. ' Yes,' said the Irishman, * so 
excellent, that I wonder you do not import some of them 
into England. We have the road to love strewed with 
roses ; the road of matrimony throuerh nettles ; the 
road of honour through a duel ; the road to prision 
throueh the courts of law ; and the road to the under- 
taker^ through the apr»thecarv's shop.' ' Have you 
any road to preferment ?' * No', saiti the; Irishman, 

• not now — that road, since the Union, is removed to 
England : you pass through it to the king's palace, and 
I am told it is the dirtiest road in Great Britain.' 

A STEWARD. 

707. A RICH nobleman made his will, and left hand- 
some legacies to all his domestics, except to his stew- 
ard. On being asked the reason for this exception : 

* I leave him out,' said he, beause he has been in my 
service for more than twenty years.' 

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE. 

708. An alchymist hearing of the singular merit of a 
neighbouring philosopher, took an opportuniljr of pay- 
ing him a visit ; and expressed no small surprise at the 
small house and plain manner in which he lived. Whata 

disgrace,' said he, Ms it to the opulent of this country, 
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that a per5(On^of your rare virtue should be camp 
to live under this humble roof, and submit to so many 
privations ! But courage, my friend ! I am come to 
make amends to you for the cruelty of fortune : I pos- 
sess an invaluable secret, and upon certain conditions I 
will impart it to you. In short, I have discovered the 

Fhilosopher^s Stone. By the transmutation of metals, 
doubt not we shall divide more gold than is to be 

the 




me 

of no comparative value. I have long enjoyed a sound 
constitution and a tranquil mind, and have prudence 
enotigh to be content with the little 1 have. These are 
possessions which all your gold cannot purchase ; and 
so I think you are under a mistake — /, not you, have 
discovered the philosopher's stone.' 

SIR JOHN CUTLER. 

709. He was well known as a complete miser. He 
boasted that Providence bad showed him peculiar 
favour, in causing his nativity on the 29th of February,, 
so that he bad but one birthday to keep in foiir years. 

A PHYSICIAN. 

710. A certain physician, when he visited his rich 
and luxurious patients, always went into their kitchens, 
and shook hands with their cooks. ^My good friends,' 
said he 4 owe you much, for you confer great favours 
upon me. Your skill, and your ingenious and palatable 
art of poisoning, enables us medical men to ride in 
our carriages ; without your assistance, we should all 
go on foot and be starved.' 

AN EASTERN PHILOSOPHER- 

711. Pride oAen keeps us in ignorance, by the re- 
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straint which it imposed upon our minds. An Eastern 
phiJo?iOpher being asked by wbat means be bad ac- 
quired so much knowledge, answered; 'i was never 
prevented by shame from asking questions.' 

MY FATHER'S DEATH. 

712. One being at supper said to his comrade, ^You 
heard the discourse of my father^s death, let me en- 
treat you to tell me how your father died !' He, being 
very mtent on a dainty morsel, answered, ' Suddenly, 
suddenly.' [London Jests, 1712.] 

This jest has been attributed to Tom Warton. 

PROFESSIONAL MEN. 

* 

Men in general, and particularly professional men, 
view oljjects through the media of their own pursuits, 
aud express themselves accordingly. 

713. A gentleman was thrown from a very restive 
horse in Hyde Park, and had the misibrtune to break 
one of his legs. A crowd instantly collected around 
him, in which were a riding-master, a painter, a math- 
ematician, a lawyer, and a clergyman. ' If this unfor- 
tunate man,' said the riding-master, ' had taken a few 
lessons in ray school, that accident would not have hap- 
pened.' ' How finely the figure was fore-shortened in 
falling!' said the painter. * He made a parabolic 
curve,' said the mathematician. Mt is a hundred to 
one,' said the lawj^er, * if he has made his will.' 'Run 
for a surgeon,' said the clergyman, ' and let us assist 
the poor man in getting home.' 

RECOLLECTION. 

714. A NOBLE lord once asked a clergyman, who 
was dining at the bottom of the table, why the goose 
was altrays Ipla^ed next tbe parson. * Really,' said he, 
' I can give no reason for it : but your question is so 
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odd, that I shall mver see a goose again wilbout ihkk' 
Jngof your lordship.' 

LOUIS Xtl. 




sir,' replied the i^relate, ' not in the time of the Bhep- 
herd kings. 

THE CONTENTED HIBERNIAN. 

716. The tempers of the English and the Irish are 
strongly contrasted. The former is reserved, gloomy, 
and serious ; the latter is lively and gay, and expresses 
his tbooghts in an animated and figurative style pecu* 
liar to himself. — An Englishman jn company vnlh an 
Hibernian indulged his propensity to croaking, hy 
complaining of the badness of the weather, and the 
unpleasant place where he resided. The Hibernian 
declined aiguing with him on the folly of his murmurs, 
but held out to hi in a picture of his own contentednes«. 
* When I have a hat on my head^' said he, * nvy house 
is thatched ; when I have had a dinner, my house \s 
furnished : as for weather, 1 care not if it rains or shines; 
as for place, I am at home either in London or London- 
derry : so hunah ! may the shamrock, and Erin the 
little island of saints ^nd liberty, flourish forever!' 

A KICKING HORSE. 

717. A JOKB cannot have a happier effect than to 
dispel ilUhumour and make a friend. Such was the re- 
sult of an accidental meeting between a stranger and a 
crusty old gentleman, who as he was riding, nis horse 
made an odd kind of motion with his fore-feet, so as to 
kick forward. * This action of your horse,' cried the 
stranger, * is quite new to roe : many a horse have f 
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seefi^ bttt I never saw a horse kick before,'^ Tbe old 
gentieman was iso tickled with the pun, that he invited 
the stranger to dinner, and ever after made him a wel" 
come guest* 

QUAKE^RS. 

716. An address of the Quakers to James II. on hifi 
«iccess»on, preserved in Wanley's Common-place Book, 
is highly characteristic of that shrewd sect. 'We come 
to condole the death of our friend Charles ; and we are 
glad that thou art come to be our ruler. We bear that 
tfaou art a dissenter from the church of England, and so 
are we. We beg that thou wouldst grant us the same 
liberty that thou takest thyself, and so we wish thee 
well. Farewell.* [Harl. MS. 6030.] 

EXPERIMENTS. 

A YetiBAL critic, such as * slashing Bently/ who with 
perverted ingenuity tortured the text of Milton, and 
made it speak a new and strange language* has no re* 
Ji^ for authors, either ancient or modern, unless be can 
discover passages in them upon which he can try ex- 
periments. 

719, A noted oculist -was in a room crowded with 
company, and wa^s asked what he thought of such a lady 
^-^was it not a pitv that she squinted ? ' Squint, sir 1' 
replied the infallible doctor ; ' 1 wish every lady in the 
room did the same ; there is not, I assure you, a man in 
Europe can cure squinting but myself.^ 

A TRUE GHOST. " 

720. A CREDULOUS clown went to the cleigyman of 
his parish, and told him with great symptoms of con- 
sternation, that he had seen a ghost, ' Where did you 
see it ?' was the question : * Why.' said Diggory, as 
I were going, and please your reverence, by the churchy 



. I 



78 FLOWERS OF WIT* 

right up against the wall, I sees the ghost.' ' In what 
shape did it appear ?' ^ For all the world like a great 
ass. 'Go home and hold your tongue,' said the clergy- 
man, 'for you are a very timid creature, and have ODly 
been frightened by youi'own shadow.' 

DOMESTIC EXAMPLE. 

721. How unreasonable is it for mothers to expect 
their daughters will tread with undeviating steps in the 

Saths of yirtue, if they do not lead them the way. — 
[adame B — — - reprimanded her daughter on discov- 
ering that she had several private interviews with her 
lover ; and ended her lecture by threatening to shut her 
up in a convent. ' I shall have no objection,' said the 
sarcastic young lady, * if you will allow your handsome 
footman to wait upon me there.' 

LOQUACITY. 

The historian Gibbon and the abbe Raynal were re- 
markable for their loquacity. The tongue of each was 
a perpetual alarum. For such encroachments upon i\^ 
colloquial rights and privileges of others, the followiiig 
is a very ingenious apology :— 

722. A Gascon gentleman was reproached by one of 
his friends for monopolising conversation, and never lis- 
tening to any one, ' Do you think,' said he in his vin- 
dication, *that 1 am not attentive to what you and others 
think? Undeceive yourself; while I am speaking with 
my tongue, I am listening with my eyes I can see 

Eersuasion in the looks, better than it can be expressed 
y words, — to save you trouble and breath, I give you 
before-hand a reply to every meditated objecton. I 
enjoy the anticipation of eloquence, as much as 1 do to 
aste fruits ripe before their usual season.* 
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MATERNAL LOVE- 

723. The wife of a noble Venetian, having witnes- 
sed the death of her only son, gave herself up to the 
most violent grief. A priest endeavoured to console 
her : 'Recollect,' said he, *the case of Abraham, whom 
God commanded to plunge his knife into the bosom of 
bis only son, and he was ready to obey without a mur- 
mur.' ' Ah ! my good friend, she replied, ' God gave 
this command to 2^ father — he would not have required 
Kuch a sacrifice from a mother,^ 

724. On Women* By Mrs. Hosland, 

Ye are stars of the night, ye are gems of the mom. 
Ye arc dew-drops whose lustre illumines the thorn ; 
And rayless that night is, that morning unblest. 
Where no beam in your eye lights up peace in the 

breast, 
And the sharp thorn ^f sorrow sinks deep in the hearty 
Till the sweet lip of woman assuages the smart : 
'Tis hers o'er the couch of misfortune to bend, 
In fondness a lover, in firmness a friend ; 
And prosperity's hour, be it ever confest. 
From woman receives both refinement and zest ; 
And adom'd by the bays, or enwreath'd with the 

willow. 
Her smile is our meed, and her bosom our pillow.' 

726. The following rhyme was often quoted by 
Dean Swift : ' A pigeon, a plover, a pig, and a lover, 
sbiould never be cold. 

. NAIVETE. 

The English language has no word to express the 
ideas which this word conveys. It neither means sim- 
;?/iciJw onlyj nor freedom ox\\yy x\or ignom nee ox\\j ; but 
somCTimes combines all these ideas together, inso com- 
ic a manner as cannot fait to cause a smile or a laugh- 
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726. A gentleman crossing tke Severn at the Old 
Passage, asked the waterman if accidents did not some-' 
times happen by the boats being upset ; ' and in such 
cases,' said he, ' persons must be often lost/ * O do/ 
said one of the watermen, ^ they are seldom lost : — 
To be sure my brother was drowned here not long ago, 
but we found him again a day or two after.' 

727. A countryman very frequently called upon 
Huet bishop of Avranches, a scholar remarkable for 
the assiduity with which he pursued his studies. Al- 
though the countryman went to him upon particular 
business, he was always repulsed, with the answer that 
his lordship was employed in his library. * I wish,' said 
the indignant rustic, ' that the king would send us a 
bishop who has finished his studies.' 

728. Susan, a country girl desirous of matrimony, 
received from her mistress a present of a five pound 
Bank note for her marriage portion. Ker oiistress 
wished to see the object of Susan's favour ; and-« very 
diminutive fellow, swarthy as a Moor and uffly as an 
ape« made his appearance. * Ah Susan,' said her mis- 
tress, ' what a strange choice you have made !' ' La, 
ma'am,' said Susan, in such hard times as these, when 
almost all the tall fellows are gone for soldiers, what 
more of a man than this can you expect for a five-pound 
note ?' 

LONG AND SHORT TAILS. 

729. A PERSON asked a farmer what he must give 
him to take his horses to grass. * Why,' said the far- 
mer, for * lona:-tailed horses four shillings, and for hob- 
tails six, per week.' The person wondered at the differ- 
ence of the charge, which the farmer at his desire ex- 
plained. ' The reason is this : In the hot weather the 
long-tails are so busy in switching the flies, that%)ey 
have not time to eat so much as the others ; but the 
.bobtails have nothing else to do.' 
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A FRENCH LOVER. 

730. A TOUNG lady of Lan^uedoc,of a kind and ingen- 
uous temper, was courted by a petit maitre of Paris. 
After an absence of three months, she met him acciden- 
tally in the street, dressed much to his own satisfaction 
in a new peruke well powdered, as was then the fash- 
ion. Just as she began to express her joy at seeing 
him, a shower of rain came on ; at which her hiarcis- 
sus discovered symptoms of great uneasiness ; and in- 
stead of expressing himself in a manner correspondent 
to her tender salutation, he began to run for shelter. 

* What !* cried the indignant lair one, ' have we been 
three long months absent from each other, do you still 
love me, do you enjoy my company, and is it possible 
you can think of your wig being spoiled by a (ew drops 
of rain ?' 

This anecdote which exhibits the levity and frivol- 
ousness of the Ptench character, is taken from a work 
once very popular in France, called the Gasconiana, 
Copies are now very scarce. 

A SPANISH OFFICER. 

731. It was the remark of a Spanish officer, * that 
the French soldiers at the first onset in battle are more 
than men, but after it are less than women.' 

AN ADDITIONAL REMARK- 

732. In a conversation between two friends, on« 
said to the other, ' 1 have a remark to make to you^ 
which affects me much.' ' What is that ?' ' It is, that I 
find you grow old. But,* he continued, * 1 have an ad- 
ditional remark to make, which affects me still more.' 

* And pray what is that ?' *Wby,' said he, *I find I 
grow Old too.' 

A FAC-TOTUM. 

733. A VAPOURING colonel of one of the City volun- 
teer regiments, was complaining in a very self-sufficient 
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inanoer, that in consequence of the great negligence 
of bis officers, be was obliged to do tbeir duty, as vrell 
as bis own. ** 1 am,' said be, *' my own captain, my own 
paymaster, and ray own ensicn.' * You may add,' said 
a gentleman wbo knew bis cbaracter weil, ^your own 
trumpeter.* 

REQUITED LOVE. 

734. Wbat words can be more deltgbtful to the hu- 
man ear, than the unexpected effusions of^generosity 
and affection from a beloved woman ! A young gentle- 
0)an after great misfortunes came to a lady he bad long 
courted, and told her his circumstances were become 
so reduced, that he actually wanted five guineas. ' 1 
am very glad to bear it,' said she. ' Is this your ^fiectioD 
for me !' he replied in a tone of despoBdency. ' Why 
are you glad ?* * Because, sbeanswei;^, ' it you want 
^ve guineas, I can put you in possession of five thou- 
sand.' 

735. Imitated from the PerstAn. By Mr. Weston. 

*' The pure unsullied glass, with faithful grace. 
Reflects the image of my Laura's face ; 
And what for all the fair it cannot do, 
Reflects the image of her temper too/ 

KETALIATIOIV. 

It is gratifying to observe, that the blow given by 
(be insolent and reproachful is sometimes returned with 
double ibr:e. 

736. An extravagant nobleman, soon after lie had 
6old an estate upon which tbere were a hundred tene- 
ments, appeared at tbe court of Henry VlIU in cost- 
ly new clothes. * Am 1 nut,' said he jgcosely, ' a very 
«tron|; mati, to carry a hundred houses upon my back r 
Cardmal Wulsey hearing this speech, said, ' The mo- 
ney jou got for your htiMses would pave beea better 
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employed in paying your debts.' ^ Tfaank you, my 
lord cardinal,' said the nobleman, ^ for the hint ; aiid 
to give you a proof you have not thrown it away, here 
are two pence fior you ; three halfpence for a calf s 
head which the lord my father bought of your father, 
his bvicher, and the other halfpenny I pay for your 
kind advice.' 

PRAISE IS CHEAP. 

737. Louis XIV. commended an indifferent orator. 
A lady who was present expressed much surprise on 
hearing the king speak in such terms of praise. ^ My 
opinion of the orator, madam,' said Louis, ' does not 
much differ from yours ; hut if 1 think a few compli- ' 
ments can make a person happy, I must be ill-natured 
in the extreme not to bestow them. 

THE POWER OF NAMES- 

'738. In a large company in Ireland, a young office, 
^wbose fondness for quizzing was increased by taking 
too much juice of the grape, gave a loose to his tongue, 
and even proceeded to abuse several of ttie party in 
scurilous and gross terms. None of them for some time 
Mr ere disposed to check his career, although ail felt a 
wish to do so. At last a gentleman of stout dimensions 
and a powerful voice stepped fonvard, and measuring 
Ihe military iinpertinent from head to foot with indig- 
«ant eyes ; ' 1 am sorry, sir,' said be, * to find you thus 
disgrace the livery of the king, which was bestowed 
.iipon you for better purposes than to insult his subjects. 
To be brief, your language and manners prove you to 
t>e unworthy of the name of a gentleman. — You look 
angry at my freedom : you are welcome to do so. Here 
Js my card of address ; and if you choose to take as 
an insult what I only mean as a reprimand, — 1 am your 
oian for a round in the Phcenix park ; and know your 
man to, be Patrick Mac Munlo Flann.agan.'' This 
w»s the name of a jjrell-knowo knight of the trigger, 
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who bad fought several duels. This name, pronounced 
in a tbunderine tone seemed to convey a buUet In eve- 
ry letter of it, bad such an effect upon tbet young quiz- 
zer as completely to sober bim, and be instantl]^ quit- 
ted the room with that prudent velocity which impel- 
led Gil Bias to decamp for fear of the bravo of ^ira- 
gossa. 

A DANCING MASTER. 

739. A French dancing^master asked one of his 
friends, if it was true that Harley earl of Oxford was 
made lord hig^b treasurer of England. He was an- 
swered in the affirmative. ' I am astonished,' said the 
' dancing master, ^ that the queen should advance him to 
such an high office ; for, will you believe it ? he was 
my scholar for three whole years, and 1 could make 
nothing of him.' 

* MERRY PASSAGES AND JESTS.' 

This is the title of an unpublished manuscript pre- 
served in the British museum. [Cotton, No. 6395.] 
The author was nephew to sir Roger le Strange.— 
The following specimens are judged to be some of the 
best. 

Oxford Scholars outwitted 

740. ' Some joviall scholars at Oxford going to an irme 
to frolicke, (but pennilesse,) when they bad well warm'd 
their brains with clarett, call'd in mine host for a' 
parting cuppe, and fell into a long and a deepe 
discourse about the Platonicall revolution, much 
inculcating the point into mine host (who seemM 
to relish it pretty well,) and directing their speech 
often to him : But, says he, 1 doe not yet conceive 
whether all this discourse should tend. Wfa^, sayd 
they, the morall of it is this : The reckoning is great, 
and we have not one farthing about us, therefore we 
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must needft ctavc your patience until this time 1000 
veares, when we shall be all here just as we are now 
(as we have by our conference made it very evident 
to you ;) you in your chair, with that very nose and 
belly, anci your tapster there with his blew apron. 

* Gentlemen, says he, I would willingly satisfjFe you 
in any reasonable courtesie, but here are two mame ob- 
stacles : first, you confess you shall all be here this 
time 1000 yeares, punctually in every circumstance as 
you are now ; without money, then necessarily : but 
besides, says mine host, I doe very well remember, 
that ye were here this time 1000 yeares, and left a 
score unpaid ; discbaige that first, and then I'll trust 
you for toe next. 

741. A faulconer of sir Robert Mordant's not well 
knowing his dog*8 names, called one of them Civque^ 
whose name was Sice ; and mj cousin Harry Mordant 
telling him his error, ' Faith, sir,' says he, 'twas well I 
came so near, I am sure 1 was withm an ace on't.' 

742. King James mounted his horse one time, who 
formerly used to be very sober and quiet, but then be- 
gan to bound and prance. ' The Dele O my sol, sir- 
rah,' sayes he, * an you be not quiet, I'se send you to the 
500 kings in the house of commons : theyle quickly 
tame you.' 

743. A lady tendered a dish of fruite to a gentleman 
at the table, with this compliment : * Sir. this is not 
forbidden fruite, if you please to eate.' * Lady,' says 
be, ' by one sign infallibly it should, for I see it —•«*«» 
but just now £rom paradise.' 
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A GIG. 

744. A CELEBRATED surgeon was called upon by a 
gentleman to attend a friend in the countiy. The gen- 
tleman oflfered to carry him to the place. — * By what 
<5onveyance ?' ' I will take you down in my gig.' * I 
am much obliged to you,' said the waiy disciple of 
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Escolapius, but I decline your of¥<^r, as I have at tins; 
time half a dozen g^ patients under mj care.' 

METAPHYSICS. 

746. After all the advaiices in the science of mct- 
apbysics, so much hoasted of in the Scotch universi- 
ties, it is not clear that the improvements in it have 
been such as to render obsolete the simple description 
of the blacksmith of Glammis : Twa fouk disputiti tfaa- 
gither ; he that's listen in disna ken what ne that's 
speakin means ; and he that's speakin disna ken what 
he means himself— that's Metapnjsics.' 

A PAIR OF SPECTACLES. 

746.^ Madam/ said the keeper at the gate of Ken- 
^ sington gardens, * 1 cannot permit you to take your 
dog into. the garden.' * Don't you see, my good friend,' 
said the lady, putting a couple of shillings into the 
keeper's hand, ' that it is a cat, and not a dog ?' 
*' Madam,' said the keeper, instantly softening the tone 
of his voice, ' I beg your pardon for my mistake; I 
now see cjeaf ly, by the aid of the pair of spectacles yoo 
have been so good as to give me, that it is a cat, and 
not a dog.' 

AMERICANS- 

747. The Americans are so inquisitive, that Dr* 
Franklin tells us, when he travel lea in America, and 
wished to ask his road, he found it necessary to save 
time by prefacing his questions with, — 'My name is 
Benjamin Franklin, 1 am by trade a printer, 1 am come 
from such a place, and am going to such a place ; and 
now tell me which is my road V 

748. An English captain hailed an American vessel, 
and asked what she was laden with. The master 
wishing to set off his caigo to the greatest advantage, 
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ainBweredf with a flourish of Bostonian rhetoric, * Fruit 
and timber.* The fact was, the cai^ consisted of 
potatoes and brooinsticks. 

A CONTRACTED NOTf(5N. 

749. * If you have not the use of our letters, and 
the knowledge of our books,' said a Chinese mandarin 
to an European missionary, ' what literature or what 
science can' you have ?* 

AN IMPOSITION. 

750. Dr. Bentham, formerly divinity professor in 
Oxford, gave an imposition to a young student, who 
well knew that the doctor's avarice extended even to 
his stable. The following were the subject of the im- 
position, and the verses written upon it : — 

* Omni ignoium pro magnifico ef /.' 

^Averse to pamperM and high mettled fteedi, 
His owD upoD chopt straw Avaro feeds ; 
Bred in bis stable, in his paddock bom. 
What vast ideas they must have of corb !' • 

WHISTLING. 

761. The lady of Dr. Bentham was a woman of a 
disposition congeni&l with that of her caro sposo. She 
asked a person who applied for the place ot footman in 
ber family, if he could whistle, ' Why is that necessa- 
ry ?' said the man. * Because,' said[ the lady, ' I ex-^ 
pect my footman to whistle all the time he is in the 
cellar, to be certain he is not drinking while he is 
there.' 

MNEMONICS. 

752. A PERSON read lectures in London, and profes- 
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sed t© teach the art of acquiring a good memory. The 
first thing, he said, that was necessary, was, to recol- 
lect what you had seen, or heard, or read. * This rule,* 
a wag who.was present observed, * reminds me of Mrs. 
Glasse's recetjpt to roast a bare : *' First catch a hare/ 

THE METEMPSYCHOSIS. 

753. In a certain company they talked much of the 
metempsychosis, or transmigration of souls. A cox- 
comb, wno had teased every one with his impertinent 
discourse, said, * I remember perfectly well that in the 
time of Moses I was the golden calt' * Tbis is very 

f probable,' said a lady ; * foryounow retain a very strong 
ikeness to that animal and have lost nothing but the 
gildii^.' 

SENSIBILITY- 

764. A LADY who made pretension^ to the most re* 
fined feelings, went to her butcher to remonstrate with 
him on his cruel practices. ^ How/ said she, * can you 
be so barbarous, as to put innocent little lambs to 
death ?' * Why not ? madam,' said the butcher ; ' you 
Would not eat them alive, would you ?' 

A RECEIPT TO FILL A NEWSPAPER. 

765. His printer came running to the publisher of a 
newspaper, and said, * Sir, we have a space in the pa- 
per which we don't know how to till.^ ' Nothing is 
easier,' said the publisher : insert that * last night an 
elderly gentleman, walking through St. James's park, 
was knocked down by two ruffians, and robbed of his 
money and his g^ld-headed cane. The printer soon 
after came back again, and told his master there were 
several words too many. — ' Why then,' said the pub- 
lisher, *you may leave out the gold-headed cane.' 
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THE ENERGY OF WORDS. 

756. Two or three words sometimes paint a charac- 
ter better than whole volumes. The cardinal de Saint 
Cecile thus spoke of his brother, the famous cardinal 
Mazarin. ' My brother is a coward ; only make a 
noise, and you'll frighten him to death.' 

BOTANY BAY. 

767. Some years ago, one of the convicts in Botany 
Bay wrote a farce, which was acted with great applause 
at the theatre in Port Jackson. The noted Barrington 
furnished the prologue, ^||ch he ended with these 
lines ; — 

' Trne patriots we ; for be it understood, 
We left our country,... for our country *s good.' 

A PUFF DIRECT. 

758. An itinerant pedlar, wishing to recommend his 
razors to the gaping crowd, thus addressed them : — 
* Gentlemen, the razors I hold in my hand were made 
in a cave by the light of a diamond m the famous pro- 
vince of Andalusia in Spain. The^ cut as quick as 
thought, and are as bright as the morning-star. A word 
or two more, and 1 am certain you will buy them. Lay 
them under your pillow at night, and vou will find your- 
self clean shaved when you wake in the morning.' 

THE ITALIAN VINEYARD-MAN- 

759. Per mancam/ento (T acqua bevo del acqua; se io 
havesH acquay beveri el vino* ^ For want of water I 
am forced to drink water ; if 1 had water, I would 
drink wine.' This speech is a riddle, and here is the 
solution : It was the complaint of an Italian vineyard- 
man, after a long drought, and an extremely hot sum- 
tner, that bad parched up all his grapes. 
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THE INCOMPARABLE RUSSIAN. 

Surely there are speeches which,' as they express 
the feelings of a benevolent heart, and convey the sen- 
timents of a noble mind, are to be estiirated far above 
the merit and the praise of wit. The following anec- 
dote will illustrate this observation : — 

760. In the summer of the year 1810, as a lady wa? 
walking with her child upon the banks of the canal of 
St. Catharine at Petersbui^, the child suddenly slipped 
from her hand, and felt into the canal. The mother io 
despair was going to plunge after her child, when a 
young man orevented her,^d promised her instant as- 
sistance. He took a fine iB^e spaniel that folJowed 
bim, and throw him into the water, calling out as loud 
as he could. Bring him, bring him. The sagacious 
dog instantly dived ; and when he came up again, was 
seen holding the child by the shirt collar : he quickly 
swam to the shore, and laid his precious burthen gently 
down at the feet of the mother. She, in an ecstacy of 
joy, took the child in her arms, and divided her cares- 
ses between him and the dog. The father of the child 
appeared : * I return you, sir,' said he to the young 
man, ' a thousand thanks ; you have saved the life uf 
my only child.' * Your thanks,' said the young roan, 
' are n\pre justly due to the kind providence of the Al- 
mighty, which brought me hither.' * Accept,' said the 
father, ' a thousand rubles, as a reward for your humane 
exertions.' ' Excuse,' said the youi^ man, ' my de- 
clining your handsome offer : you are, in fact, much 
more indebted to the exertions of my dog, than to me.' 
' Well, then,' said the gentleman, * I will give you a 
thousand rubles for your dog.' ^ A quarter of an hour 
ago,' replied the young man, ' I did not think him worth 
a thousand rubles ; but now he has saved the life of a 
human being, I would not take ten thousand for him.' 

The young man then rushed injo the crowd of spec- 
tators, and the enraptured father and mother could not 
by any inquiry find out who he was. The emperor 
Alexander wa<s informed of the affair, and was desirous 
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to discover tbe youi^ man ; but the search be ordered 
to be made, aFthough dilioently pursued, was fruitless. 

O admirable youtb ! what an honour art tbou to the 
nanne of Russian, or rather what an honour to humaa 
nature ! Upon this occasion what an assemblage of hu- 
manity, piety, delicacy and disinterestedness, did thy 
words and actions display ! I wish I was acquaintcid 
with thy name, that this tributaiy pa^e might catch a 
ray of glorv from the splendour of its msertion. Much 
more I wish that I could inscribe the particulars of this 
action, together with thy name, in indelible character^ 
in the temple of Immortality, for the praise and tbe im^- 
ation of future ages. 

A LIGURIAN SOLDIER. 

761. * When I lived on the other side of the Alpi^,'* 
said Howel, in his Familiar Letters, a ' gentlemaji iold 
me a merry tale of a Lieurian soldier, who had got in- 
toxicated in Genoa ; ana prince Doria going his rounds 
on horseback one night, tbe soldier took his horse by 
the bridle, and asked what tbe price of him was, for be 
wanted to buy a horse. The prince, observing in what 
state tbe man was, caused him to be taken into a bouse, 
and put to sleep ; and in the morning he sent for him. 
and asked him what he would give for bis horse.' ' Sir,' 
said the soldier, who bad by that time recovered bis 
sober senses, * the merchant that would have bought 
him last night of your highness went away early tbis 
morning.' 

FRIENDSHIP. 

762. A GENTLEMAN Went to congratulate a friend on 
his gaining some preferment. The friend, puffed up 
with his promotion, pretended he did not know who the 
gentleman was. Not in the least disconcerted at such 
a strange reception, he changed his tone, and said, ^ I 
am come to condole with you upon the great misfortune 
that has befallen you ; — yours is, indeed, a desperate 
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case : You are so completely deaf and blind as not td 
know your old friends !' 

COSMOGRAPHY. 

763. A BOASTING and ignorant traveller was accus- 
tomed to talk much of the various countries and cities 
he had visited. One of the company observed, that of 
course he was well acquainted with Cosmography, 
The traveller, supposing this to be the name of a city, 
said, * Wi' saw it at a distance ; it was a very grand 
looking place ; but as we were in baste, we could not 
visit it. 

A PROVERB WELL APPLIED. 

764. A GAMBLER, who was very eager and covetous 
said, after losmg a large sum at play, M have ^ least 
the merit of losing m^ money without complaining. 
' True,' said a lady, ' for great grief is dumb.' 

ARIS rOTLE'6 RULES TRANSGREbSED. 

765 Some critics severely criticising a new tragedy, 
one of them saiii, that not one of Aristotle's rules was 
observed in it ; and that even the great ends of tragedy 
were forgotten, for the tragedy moved neither terror 
nor pity. ' Pardon me,' said a more humane judge, 
* as to the latter ; for the tragedy certainly moves- pity 
for the author.' 

THE TWO SISTERS- 

766. A LADY, very like her sister, was looking: in the 
glass ; and seeing a face there, said to ber sister who 
was standing behind her, * I am surprised you can think 
of going into company with such a dirty face." * The 
remark,' said the sister, *.is not so apropos as you ima- 
gine, for the face you see in the glass is not mine but 
your own.' 
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THE OXFORD CHURCHWARDEN. 

767. Mr. Malbon the apothecary was called to at- 
tend an Oxford church warden, whose head was full of 
parish business, and was not very conversant with ex- 
pressions out of the way of the vulgar tongue. ' I have 
a great soreness in 'mj[ breast,' said the churchwar- 
den, ' That arises,' said the apothecary, ' from a fe- 
brile affection in the thorax ; — but pray let roe ask you, 
do you expectorale V * Expect a rate ?' said the 
churchwarden ; * no, sir, thank God, that parish busi- 
ness is settled, 1 made a rate last week.' 

THE NIMRODS OF OXFORD. 

768. ' These Oxonians,' said the late duke of B— , 
' annoy me very much in my hunting. There is so 
large a field of them to-day, that if the vice-chancellor 
and the proctors were here, 1 should have the whole 
University riding tally-ho after my dogs.' ' Do you 
wish,' said one of the duke's huntsmen, a shrewd fel- 
low, * to keep these Oxford scholars away ?' ' How 
can that be done ?' said the duke. ' Nothing easier,' 
rejoined the wag : ^ In the front of your dog-kennel 
build a library, 

A PACK OF HOUNDS. 

76D. You must go to Shakspeare for a general de- 
scription of a pack ; but if you want the particular 
names given more than one hundred years ago, here 
they are in couples, taken fnAn an old song, 
9X the service of any sportsman : 

'Juno and Jupiter, Tinker and Trotter, 
Singwel) and Merryboy, Captain and Cryer, 
Gangwell and Gin,^lebell, Fairmaid and Fryer, 
Beauty and Bonnylass, Tanner and Trouncer, 
Foamer and Forrester, Bonner and Bouncer, 
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Gander aod GundAinore, Jowler and Jamper, 
Tarqaio and Tarmerlaoe, Thunder and Tbomper.* 

FRONTI NULLA FIDES. 

770. A GENTLEMAN beard a coward talk in a hec- 
toring manner in praise of courage. ^He puts me in 
mind,^ said the gentleman, 'of what I once saw at a 
puppet-show, a hare beating a drum.' 

THE SCHOOL BOY MATCHED. 

771 A MASTER read to his scholars the funeral or- 
ation of marshal Turenne, written by the celebrated Fie- 
chier. One of the scholars said to another, 'When wil 
jou be able to write as well as Flechier? 'As soon,* 
said the other, 'as jou are able to fight as well as Tq^ 
renne.' 

A CLERGYMAN'S MENACE. 

772. A CLERGYMAN, in the time of Cromwell, being 
deprived of his living for Non-conformitv, said to bis 
friends, 'That if he was deprived, itshoula cost a hum 
dred men their lives 'This strange speech being noised 
abroad, he was summoned before a magistrate, and 
thus explained his intention: 'Should I lose my benefice, 
said he, '1 am reselved to practise physic* and then I 
^ay» i^ I S^^ patients, kill a hundred men, 

THE CONNOISSEURS. 

773. A PAINTER was censured for not taking good 
.likenesses when he printed portraits. He was piqued 
at the censures of his friends, and wished to ascertain 
if the fault imputed to him was real or not. He inform- 
ed them he bad finished a portrait of a person they 
knew perfectly well, which he flattered bimself was 
nature itself. They all hastened to see the picture; and 
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all, without hesitation, pronounced it to be one of the 
very worst attempts he had ever made at a likeness. 
* You are mistaken, friends,^ said a voice from the bead 
of the picture, ' it is myself.' These words were spo- 
ken by tbe person, who had entered into the stratagem 
of tbe painter, and put his head through the canvas. 

HOW TO TAME A SHREW. 

774. * What method shall 1 pursue,' said a French 
hasband, * to conquer the fury of my wife ? At every 
little trifle that crosses her humour, she frowns, frets, 
rag'es and storms, and my house seems too small to con- 
tain her. . Her whole face is distorted, her hair seems 
to stand erect, her eyes dart flashes of lightning, and her 
cheeks look like two red-hot balls, while words as point- 
ed as needles and as sharp as razors issue from her ex- 
panded mouth. In short, she is a perfect Medusa, and 
petrifies me with horror to behold her. 

* One method i will try to reclaim her. She has a 
fi^reat idea of her own beauty : I will, take her to the 
looking-glass ; and if the view of her own hideous phy- 
siognomy does not restore her to a state of reason and 
tranquillity, the case is desperate: I must send her to 
an hospital of lunatics, and shall not be surprised to 
hear her pronounced incurable.' 

* The Cambridge Merry Jests; or^ The only Way t» 

be Witty. The sixth edition : London,^ 

The following are extracts from a cijrious and scarce 
work with the above-mentioned title, a copy of which 
is preserved in the British Museum. This copy has no 
date, but it was probably published soon after the Res- 
toratioti. 

A TRUE SCOT. 

That there has always been a traditionair preiudi^e 
against the Scotch by the Emglisb, long before the bit- 

21 



d6 FLOWERS OF WIT. 

ing sarcasms of Dr. Johnson, Churchill, and the 'North 
Briton' appeared, the following old jest will prove : 

775. ' A certain English bishop, hj nation a Scotch- 
man, having been informed that a neighbour of his had 
said he was stfalte Scot, which made nim send for him, 
and ask him, pressing^, if he' said so. ^ The fellow ab- 
solutely denied it. MVell, what did you say V said the 
bishop. 'My lord,' replied the man, 'I only said you 
were a true Scot :' which cut him to the heart, as much 
as if he had bid him read CleTeland's Satire upon his 
countrymen.' 

776. 'A pleasant country* fellow told his companions, 
that he could have what weather he pleased. At which 
they laughed, and said, 'twas impossible ; for the plan- 
ets, as they had heard, governed the world, and the 
weather too 'You are fools,' said he ; *for what weath- 
er pleases God, pleases me ; and now 1 hope I have 
made it out.' ' 

777. ' Some Scotchmen being in company with som« 
English, they began to banter and jeer one another. 
Says one of the Englishmen, *Was not he a great rogue 
that sold his king? (meaning Charles 1., who fled to 
the Scots for protection.) 'Yes,' says the Scotchman ; 
'biit he was a greater that gave the money.' Adds 
another,' 'But he was the greatest of all that cut ofi bis 
head.' 

* A jest touching these letters, S. P. Q. R. 
(Semttus, Populusque Rtmanui,) 

778. It so happened, that a new pope being elected 
merely for his devotion and austerity of life, as usii^ 
an extraordinary spare diet, and seldom seen so much »s 
to smile ; yet, after his inauguratioi>,. coming to stt*iii 
pontificalibusi he used to feed high, to laugh heartily, 
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atid to countenance jesters and bufibones to make him 
merry at his table ; which being observed, one sets up 
these foure words, being correspondent to the foure for- 
mer letters, Sancte Pater, Qware Rides ? To which the . 
next day was underwritten, Rideo Quia Papa Swm,' 

779. Ferses written on a Window in the Highlands of 

Scotland^ by Aaron HilL 

Scotland, thy weather's like a modish wife, 
Thy winds and rains maintain perpetual strife ; 
So termagant awhile her thunder tries. 
And when she can no longer scold she cries, 

'COFFEE-HOUSE JESTS.' 

The following specimens of a publication with the 
above title are extracted from a very scarce copy pref 
served in the British Museum. The fifth edition of the 
work was printed in 1688. 

780. ' A gentleman that used to be smart in his repar- 
tees, once had in his hat a very gallant and rich knot of 
gold and silver ribbon, which some young ladies had a 
mind to, if they could get it handsomely, without beg- 
ging of it ; and so one of them said to him, ^Sir, you 
have a very fine favour in your hat ;' and so they said 
all. Tray, madam,^ says he to the first, Uell me truly, 
do you like it ?' 'Yes indeed, sir,' says she. 'Why 
then,' says he, 'if you had not liked it, I should have 
^ung it into the fire : but since you say you iike it, I 
protest I like it the better, and am resolved to keep it 
for your sake.' ' 

781. ' An Oxonian meeting with a bully in London, 
-who it seems, swore that he would take the wall of all 
persons he met, the Oxonian was going between the wall 
and him ; with that the bully 4)egan to thrust him back, 
and told him he did not use to giv« every coxcomb the 
wall. 'No,' says the Oxonian, ^what |;ood will the wall 
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marched away.' 

A similar adventure and a similar retort are attribut- 
ed to Dr. Johnson. 

ANNIBAL CARRACHI 

782. Sai» one day to his brother Agostioo, who prid- 
ed himself upon writing^ good verses and laug^hed at 
him for bis want of poetical genius : * Poets paint with 
words, and painters spe^ with the pencil.' 

CHINESE PHILOSOPHY. 

783. A MANDARIN, who was proud of appearing with 
a number of jewels to every part of his robe, was -oDce 
accosted by an old bonze, who, following bim tbrougb 
several streets, and bowing often to the ground, thank- 
ed him for his jewels. ^What do you mean ?' said the 
mandarin ; ' for I have not given you any of my jew- 
els.' • No,' replied the bonze ; ' but you have let me 
look at them, and that is as much as you can do your- 
self ; so there is no difference between us» except that 
you have the trouble of guarding them, an employment 
I do not like, and I have not.' 

A PAIR OF MISERS- 

784. Gur, the founder of the noble hospital which 
bears his name, was a bookseller, and lived in Stock's- 
market, between Cornhill and Lombard-street. He 
was so complete a pattern of parsimony, that the fa- 
mous miser Vulture Hopkins once called upon him to 
crave a lesson on the art of saving. Being mtroduced 
into the parlour, Guy, as it was in the evening, and 
dark, lighted a candle. Hopkins said, ' Sir, I always 
thought myself perfect in the art of getting and htis- 
baniing money ; but as I am informed you fir exceed 
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nie, I have taken the liberty of waiting upon you, to 
be satisfied upon that subject.' *0 sir,' said Guy, ' if 
that be all your business, we can just as well talk k 
over in the dark.' Having thus said, he put out the 
candle. This was enough for the Vulture : he took his 
leave, with this acknowledgement : ^ I thought myself 
perfect in the arts of saving, but vou have taught me 
that I bad one important lesson still to learn : f thatik 
you for your instruction, and you may be assured my 
future conduct shall make amends for my past prodi- 
g^ality in candles.' 

That he carried his resolution into effect, seems prob- 
able from these lines of Pope : 

< When Hopkint dies, a thousand lights attend 
The wretch, that living sav'd a candle^s end.' 

PRESENCE OF MIND. 

Presence of mind is that rare and desirable disposi»> 
tion which displays itself in a temper intrepid and se- 
rene. It qualifies persons to take advantage of every 
occurrence of the moment, to profit instantly by the 
mistakes and faults of others, and to* be fertile in all 
resources that peculiar situations may oblige them to 
fly to. A roan may be a man^f genius, or of business, 
hut he cannot be a hero without presence of mind. 

785. When the army of Cyrus was just going to en- 
gage that of Croesus, they were thrown into great con- 
sternation by hearing a cfap of thunder, which they 
took as a bad omen. The genius of Cyrus immediate- 
ly su^ested an interpretation of the incident to reani- 
mate the courage of his men. * My friends,' said he, 
^ the gods declare in our favour ; let us march on : we 
will follow thee, O great Jupiter, who thus givest to us 
the lucky omen of victory.' 

786. The Mareschal de Faber, a distinguished 
French officer, during a siege was pointing out a place ; 
and just as he Was speaking, a musquet ball carried off 
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the fing^er with which be was pointing: he instantly 
stretched out another finger, and continued the conver- 
;iation,— ' Gentlemen, as 1 was observing — ' 

787. While commodore Anson's ship, the Centurion, 
was engaged in close fight with the rich Spanish gal- 
leon which he afterwards took, a sailor came running to 
him, and cried out, ^ Sir, our ship is on fire veijr near 
the powder magazine.' ' Then pray, friend,' said the 
commodore, not in the least degree discomposed, ' mo 
back and assist in putting it out.' 

A HINT TO PORTRAIT-PAINTERS. 

788: A PAINTER took the exact likeness of a gentle- 
man of a very dark complexion. The gentleman iefl 
the picture at the painters house lor^ aiter it was fin- 
ished, and neglected to pay for it. The painter, tired 
with waiting so long for his money, hit upon this expe- 
dient to obtain it. * Sir,' said he to the gentlenoan of 
the bronze visage, 'my neighbour the innkeeper at the 
Blackamoor's Head wants a new sign, and has desired 
me to paint him one.' ' What then?' said the gentle- 
man. * What then!' replied the painter ; *Wby, if you 
do not immediately pay me for your likeness, and take 
it away, my neighbour the innkeeper shall have it.' 

' THE CHURCH OF ROME. 

789. A PROTESTANT who had a termagant, wife, be- 
ing asked what the Churcif of Rome was like, answer- 
ed, ' Truly I think that Church as much like my wife 
as any thing.' ' Why so ?' * Because,' replied the 
Protestant, * She commands what she pleases, without 
regard of either God or man, and then curses all the 
family to the devil, if they give her not instant obedi- 
ence.' 

NEWSPAPERS. 

790. ^ Waiter,' said a traveller at a CMntry ii», 
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* bring me a new^aper.' * Sir,' said the waiter, * we 
are badly off for papers at present : we have lost the 
Day ; we have iieitber Suuy nor Star ; a captain of a 
ship is reading the Pilot; and the only papers you can 
have are Old TifM$,* 

THE IRISH BRIGADE. 

791. Louis XIV. complained to the colonel of the 
Irish Brigade^ that his men were the most boisterous 
and ungovernable of any in the French service. *" The 
truth of your majesty ^s observation is venr clear,' re- 
plied the colonel, * and very generally acknowledged, 
for all your enemies say the same. ' 

The Rev. S. Smith, in one of his lectures* at the 
Royal Institution, remarked that this was one of the 
best retorts that ever was made. 

FAMILY SECRETS. 

^92. There was a lady of the west country that gave 
great'entertainment at her house to most of the gallant 

fentlemen thereabouts ; and amongst others, sir Walter 
Laleigh was one. This lady, though otherwise a state- 
ly dame, was a notable good housewife ; and in the 
morning betimes she called to one of her maids that 
looked to the swine, and asked, * Are the pigs served V 
Sir Walter Raleigh's chamber was near tne lady's, so 
as he heard her ask this question. A little before din- 
ner, the Jady came down in great state into the great 
chamber, which was full of gentlemen ; and as soon as 
sir Walter Raleigh set^ye upon her, ' Madam,' said he, 
* are the pigs served ?' The lady answered you know 
best whetner you have bad your breakfast.' 

HIGH SPIRIT. 

793. At the siege of Namur, the duke of Luxembwrgh 
commanded the French army. One of his soldiers de- 
serted to king William 111., who asked him the reason 
that induced him to come over to biro. * The rea- 
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8o:),' said he, * is because our anny is half dead for 
want of provisions ; but in spite oi their distress, I ad- 
vise you not to cross the river to attack them ; for if 
you do, they will give you such a beating as will make 
you repent your imprudence as long as you live.' 

CIVILISATION. 

794. A TRAVELLER ' described the sad catastrophe 
of being cast away with a few companions upon an un- 
known shore. ' After walking several miles,* said be, 
* in a dreanr and desolate country, just as we were 
giving ourselves over to despair, we espied a gibbet 
with a man hanging upon it. A sight so very promis- 
ing could not fail to raise our spirits, as we were con- 
vinced we were now coming into a civilised part of tbe 
world.' 

PRACTICE BETTER THAN PROFES- 

SIONS. 

795. An Athenian who was deficient in eloquence, 
but very brave when one of his competitors in a long^ 
and flowery speech made great professions of what he 
would do, arose and said, * Men of Athens ! all that be 
Ibas promised, I will perform.' 

AN OLD CAVALIER. 

796. When Oliver Cromwell first coined half-crowns, 
an old cavalier, looking at one of them, read this in- 
scription, God with U8y on one side ; and The com- 
monwealthof England^ on the other side : * 1 see said 
she, ' that Uod and the commonwealth are on opposite 
ideas.' 

STATESMEN OF THE NORTH. 

797. In the recluse vales of Cumberland, live an 
independent order of men who are called SkileatMii* 
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They transmit from father to son with little rariation 
their original family property ; and their wealth con- 
sists chiefly in laige flocks of sheep. Their manners 
are simple, and their hospitality is such as to present a 
resemblance of the patriarchs described by Moses and 
the heroes of Homer. ' I recommend you/ said a 
statesman to a traveller, whom he had entertained in his 
bouse some days, * to go to the valley that lies on the 
other side of that blue mountain, there you will find 
the house of my neighbour, tell him you come from me : 
I know him not ; but fear not a hearty welcome, for 
9ur sheep mingle upon the mountains.^ 

JOHN BULL TALKING FRENCH. 

The assertion may be hazarded, that the English 
make as many, or perhaps more ridiculous blunders 
with respect to the French, than the French do with 
respect to the English language. 

998. A Johnny Bull, with his clothes covered with 
dust, arrived at Paris. ' Garcon,' said he to the servant 
who attended him, * apportez moi une broche.'* Away 
went the servant ; and great was the amazement of 
Johnny his master, to see the cook bringing him a large 
spit^ instead of his servant returning with a coat- brush. 

- 799. An English gentleman, intending to speak in 
praise of a lady who had fine eyes, began by saying 
Elle est bossuey instead of saying Elle e beaux yeux. 
The company of course looked at her back, instead of 
her face. 

WHAT IS A BUREAU ? 

800. In a company in London, where a celebrated 
actress was present, a French gentleman related a 
story of a person who was muroered during the ty^ 
ranny of Kobespierre, whilst writing in his bureau. 
* Bless me,' exclaimed the astonished actress, * what .. 
unheard-of cruelty ! to kill a man by cramming bim 
into a chest of drawers V 
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QUEEN BESS. 

801. A COURTIER came running to her, and with a 
face full of dismay, ' Madam,' said he, ' 1 have bad 
news for you ; the party of tailors mounted on mari^s, 
that attacked the Spaniards, are all cut off.' ^ Cour- 
age ! friend,* said the queen ; Hhis news is indeed bad; 
but when we consider the nature of the quadrupeds and 
the description^ of the soldiers, it is some comfort to 
think we have lost neither man nor horse,* 

A DREAM. 

802. An old dowager, extravagantly fond of \:ards, 
went to church with apparent devotion, but lamemiog 
that Sunday prevented her enjoyment of her favourite 
pool of quadrille. Soon after the sermon was begun 
she fell into a slumber, and dreamed she was playing 
at cards, and lost all her money and jewels to a gentle- 
man veiy well dressed, but of a disagreeable appear- 
ance. After playing a lor^ time with the sanae ill luck, 
she continued to dream that she was reduced, as a last 
resource « to stake her three children. She lost them to 
this ill-looking gentleman, who soon took Irimself off, 
and she discovered who he was by his cloveo feet^ and 
a long tail stretched out beyond the flaps of his coat, 
and the strong smell of sulphur which be left behind 
him. ' What is this strong smell ?' said she, as she 
awoke in a ereat fright. ' It proceeds,* said a lady in 
the pew wito her, ' from a bottle of salts, which I ap- 
ply to your nose, that you may awake, and bear the 
conclusion of the sermon.' 

ANCIENT GREEKS MODERN. 

803. How highly do we elevate the dignity of the 
Greeks and Romans by calling them^the ancients i The 
Jewl, the Chinese, and the bramins speak iu a far dif- 
ferent manner of them now, as the Egyptians did form- 
erly. An Egyptian priest, conversing with Solon, said 
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to bim, * You Greeks are always children ; you have no 
knowledge of antiquity, and no antiquity of knowledge.' 

A CONVERT. 

G04. A French officer who was a prisoner upon his 
parole at Reading, met with a Bible : be read it ; and 
was so struck with its contents, that he was convinced 
of the folly of sceptical principles, and of the truth of 
Christianity, and resolved to become a Protestant. 
When his gay associates rallied him for taking so serious 
a turn, he said in his vindication, M have done no more 
than ray old school-fellow Bernadotte, who is become a 
Lutheran/ 'Yes, but he became so,' said his associ- 
ate, ' to obtain a crown.' ' My motive,' said the Chris- 
tian officer, * is the same ; we only differ as to place: 
The object of Bernadotte is to obtain a crown in Swe- 
den, — mine is to obtain a crown in heaven.' 

A FAIR INFERENCE. 

805. A OENTLF.MAN of reduced fortune came to a 
person who had formerly been his servant, to borrow 
money of ()im. The upstart servant gave him a very 
mortifying reception, and asked in a haughty tone, ' Sir, 
why do you give me all this trouble ? upon my honour 
I have no money to lend jou, or any one else.' ' I am 
certain wnat you say is false, 'said the gentleman;' 
for if you where not rich, you dare not be so saucy.' . 

THE MOORS. 

806. There was a cowardly Spanish soldier, who, 
in a defeat the Moors gave, ran away among the fore- 
most of his countrymen. Afterwards, w1>en the array 
generally field, this soldier was missing. Whereupon it 
was reported by some that he was slain. ' No, sure,' 
said one^ * he is alive* for the Moors do not eat hare's 
flesh.' 
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THINGS REVERSED. 

807. A GRAMMARIAN Seeing an actor, who when he 
exclaiAied ' O Jupiter !' held down his Land, and when 
he exclaimed ' O earth !^ held it up, said, 'This man 
has committed a solecism with his hand.' 

A DIALOGUE. 

808. The following dialogue between an uncle, and 
his nephew was overheard in St. James' Park, in con- 
*eauence of the party talking very loud. 

^ephere. My dear uncle, 1 have the pleasure to in- 
form you, that I am just returned from Perry vale, one 
ofthesweetest villages imaginable. The sun wasshlo- 
ing with brilliant lustre, the trees were clothed with the 
richest foliage, the birds were warbling on every spray, 
and a silvery stream meandered through the valley : 

•There every bush with nature's music rings^ 
There every breeze bears health upon its wings.' 

To complete my feelings of delight in this new Arcadia. 
I called at the manor>houfe upon the old ^uire, and 
he introduced me to his daughter as she was walkir^in 
the garden. It seemed a little paradise,, with an Eve 
beautiful as innocent in it. Her ey^s spaj-kled with 
living turtre, her cheeks glowed with health ; and she 
gavp tne a new-blown rose, and smiled so sweetly at 
the same time, tht)t all the arrows of Cupid ^s quiver 
could not have made a deeper wound in my poor heart. 
O what a delicious village ! O what an enchantinir eirl '. 
Uncle O what a perfect madcap! O what a tedious 
rhapsody ! These are Jirst impreisions with a ven- 
geaiicel Why, boy, while you were ranting at such a 
rate, you put me in mind of the puffing style of an auc- 
tioneer, and the gaudy colouring of a painter of signs 
and tea-boards. But, to be serious^ I think there is not 
a tittle of real matter of fact in all you have been say- 
iig. Why, only a few days ago I passed through this 
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v^ry same i^ace. ( sfaafl iiot soon forget it, for I was 
almost tired to death with walking^ through it^ and so 
cold tbat i wished Sot a great-coal. ( saw nothing to 
admir^in the village ^ it was like most others, very sttli 
and ?ery stui^id. Yoa talk of the trees a|id the birds : 
as to the trees, there is hardly a sMck of good timber 
in the whole place ; if you were to cut them down, they 
would only sell for fire-wood. The only rood birds f 
saw there, were a few geese in a pond, and 1 d^n*t think 
the whole lot would fetch a two-pound note in Leaden- 
ball market. 1 saw the squire's daughter, hut felt none 
of your raptures, I assure you. Indeed why should I ? 
for 1 know her father cannot give her a fagi&mg. After 
ail, there may be some mistake. Sui^^ it was not 
Perryvale you saw, but some other place. I am posi- 
tive 1 was there ; and that I might examine every thing 
the belter, I hardly took off my spectacles the whole 
day. 

JS'ttphew, My dear uncle, I am certain we have been 
talking of the veiy saine place, and the very same per- 
sons. And now, if you will excuse my freedom, I will 
tell you the reason why you and I viewed these same 
objects in such different 1ig:hts, i ^m no(£dipus, but ( 

solve the emigma thus — lam youngs and you are old, 

• 

A mAn of family. 

809. ' 6f what family can you boast of being de- 
scended ?* said a Castilian guerilla to an English gren- 
adier. ' i a-m descended from Don Fedro Nunez Ve- 
lasquez de Pedrillo, who was chief trumpeter to the 
emperor Charles V. at the battle of Pa via.' *i cannot 
pretend,' said the grenadier, looking very archly at the 
don, ' to trace ravpedtgree so tar back as you ao^ but 
this ( can aver, tnat my parents made more noi*^ in the 
world than your boasted ancestor don Pedf^o, the great 
trumpeter; for my father was a drummer, and my 
juother cried oysters.' 

2J 
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MANAGEMENT. 

810. * A SKILFUL painter/ said a Wrelj FreoehmaB, 
' knows^hat objects to brine forward to ooeet tiie eye, 
and what to place in the bacE -ground. There may be 
defects in a gentleipan's 6giire, as well as freckles in a 
lady's face, that it is prudent to throw into, shadow. 
Wom^n understand how to manage these niatters much 
better than we. do ; and so do not imagine that veils are 
always worn nierel)' for the sake of ornament. Observe 
madame C*** ; she has bad teeth, so she generally 
keeps her lips closed, and laughs only with her eyes.' 

A COLD CANDID CRITIC. 

811. A cERTAirr poet, not wishing to incur the cen- 
sure with 'which Juvenal laches authors for adding to the 
miseries p( residinj? at Home, by reciting their works 
in the dog-days, resolved to pursue an opposite course ; 
so be kept his verses till the winter. He then read 
theui to a friend, who was a competent critic, id eXf 
tremely cold weather. The reading was protracted so 
long, that the criti<5 jbad almost exhausted his vital 
warmth, as well as his patience. At last the poet paus- 
ed^ and with no small degree of modest assurance ask- 
ed bis friend what he thought of his production. ^ To 
<}eal fairly with yon,' said the critic, * and^to confess 
the impression you hate made upon my feelings, if 
there had been mor« fire in your verees, or if your ve^ 
ses had been in the fire, I should not havie been so near- 
ly frozen to death as 1 am.* 

A VOYAGE TO INDIA. 

812. A GENTLEMAN Well known for his facetiousness 
was dining with » nobleman, and as the company were 
talking ofa vcyage to India, some glasses of Cape 
wine W6re handled round the table. Ml the quests ex- 
pressed their praises of its exquisite flavour, and wish- 
ed much to have a second taste of it* When the gen- 
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tleuan found it was in vain to indulge this hope, he 
turned to the person who sat next him, and, happily 
alluding to the voyage to India, said, ' As we cannot 
dottle the Cape, suppose we go back to Madeira,^ 

POWER* 

813. * I CAN call spirits from the vasty deep,' said 
the boasting Owen Glemiower. 'But will they come 
when you call V was the searching question to bring 
his power over the beings of the invisible world to the 
test. 

814. A gentleman said, * I command more than any 
man, even than the duke of York, who is at the head 
of the army.' ' How so ?' inquired a friend. ' Why,' 
replied the gentleman, * 1 keep one' servant, and before 
I can get him to do any thing I want, 1 am obliged to 
command him fifty times over.' 

ANALOGIES. 

Dean Swift, wishij^ to raise a laugh against cer- 
tain fanciful etymologists, wrote a ludicrous essay to 
prove that the Lnglish was the primitive lansruRge, and 
that many names, such as Sophocles, Alexander the 
Great, Astrologer, &c. were derived from it. Many 
additions, as the following instances show, may be made 
to his list ; and they may be easily increased by ob- 
serving the whim8ic# efforts which the common people 
make to accommodate classical and other names to their 
own notions. 

815. Four English sailors were asked to what ships 
of war they belonged. The first said, ' I am a fore- 
mast-man in the dead louse^ (the Dedalus.) I he se- 
cond said, ' I am going on board the honny pheasant'^ 
(the Bienfaisant.] The third said, ' 1 am just come 
from f^ Pee of me sea' (the Pegavse.) The fourth ob- 
served^ * 1 think I shs^U have a better birth than any of 
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you, for I bare left the all «iWe» (tHe Akide,) andiazn 
going upon a cniise in tbe ale-house^ (Uia Eolus.) 

A CICERONE. 

816. A PARTY of gentlemen went to see an old man- 
sion, where there was a collection of pictures. An old 
woman was ciceroiie up6n tbe occasion, and she gave 
them some laughable proofs how well qualified she was 
for "her office. ' By whom was that beautiful enamel 

Jainted ?' said one of tbe party. Tbe answer was, *By 
ohn Pettitoes ;' the painter's name was Fettitot. ' If 
you look on the opposite side of the room,* said tbe 
cicerone, * you will see The Misers of S^niitig- Gnats 
Epes (Quintin Matsys.) The picture that is nearest to 
It is by Paul Weary Knees (Paul Veronese ;) and its 
companion is by Carmibal Scratch ye* (Hannibal Carac- 
ci.) 

ULYSSES. 

817. Two scholars were talking of Ulysses, as des- 
cribed in Homer's Odyssey. *»Wben he Killed* all the 
suitors of his queen Penelope," said one, * he certainly 
shot with a very strons^ bow.* * True said tbe other ; 
* and when be told all his marvellous stories to the king 
of Pbceacia, of Circe turning men into swine, of Calyp- 
so that could confer immortality, and the Cyclops Poly- 
pheme, who took a tree for a wa&ing-sticK, be as cer- 
tainly shot with a very long bow.^ 

THE VICAR OF BRAY MATCHED. 

818. William marquis of Winchester being asked 
how he continued to be of the council in the trouble- 
some times of divers princes, said, ' 1 never attempt- 
ed to be the director of others, but always suffered my- 
self to be guided by the roost, and m^btiest. 1 have 

< always been a willow, and not ao oajii. 
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THE GERMANS. 

It has been said that the members of the French* 
Academy^ once made it a question, ^^^hether it was 
possible for a German to be a wit. Had they serious- 
ly examined the subject, they would hav« found that 
the repartee of a Gferman wily as well as the edge of 
a German sabre, is as sharp, and cuts as deeply as their 
own. 

819. Frederick of Prussia, in the midst of his great" 
nesSy not only condescended to patronise a manufac- 
tory of china at Berlin, but to share in the profits. One 
day he said to Qointus Icilius, a colonel m his army^ 
and the son of a potter in Magdebourg, * When you 
^ive yourself such haughty airs, as one of my officers, 
you surely forget the low occupation of your father.' 

* And you, sire,' retorted Icilius, very severely nettled, 

* when you so far lose sight of your royal dignity, as 
to use such language to me, foi^et that there is but one 
step between a dealer in pottery and a deale&in china.' 

820. Frederick, great conqueror as he was, sus- 
tained a severe defeat at Coslin in the war of 1766. 
Some time after, at a review, he jocosely asked a sol- 
dier, who had got a deep cut in his cheek, ' Friend, 
at what alehouse did you get that scratch ?' ' I got k' 
said the soldier, ' at Coslin, where your majesty paid 
ihereckoning to the Russians.' 

PROFESSIONAL JEALOUSY. 

821. ' I WILL admit,' said Hogarth, ^ all the world to 
be competeut judges of my pictures, except those who 
are of the prolession.' 

CLASSICAL APPLICATIONS. 

822. Two Oxford scholars being at a loss for amuse- 
ment, one said t^ the other, suppose we c»p verses. 

22* 
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' No,* said bis companion^ * for I sbotifd Hitnk that ai 
dty work as chopping logic. Suppose we repeat, in 
tbe alternate stj'ie of Virgil's sbepnerds^ ali the iiigen- 
ious applications we can recollect of passages in (he 
Classics that have been made to modem subjects/ 
* Agreed/ said tbe other, * provided we do not alter 
the original text, nor pilfer from Jortin or Beresford« 

A. It was aptly said of a barber sbavipg, as Vii^gil said 
of a flying dove, Radit iter liquidwn* 

D. What think you of the skailer^ who, like Fame, 

MohUitate vigei, vircsque acqidrii cund9. 

A. S(Ci/:?Zer going up with his baUo<m, may be suppos- 
ed to exclaim, 

Tent/inda via est^ tfiUi tn^ quoqvte pomm 
Tollere humo^ viciorque vimm voWartptr ora. 

B. George Huddesford prefixed this motto to his ver- 
ses on a favourite eai : 

Jtfi-cat inter omnes* 

A. tf it be fair play to assail me with a pun, take an- 
other in return. A friend of ours not long ago gave 
wine to a party* They expressed their dislike oF bis 
Port ; so he told them, if they would have patience, 
be would so to his Cellar and fetch them some w^ine 
they would like better. After they had waited sonu 
time, he returned with some claret, which ibey pro- 
nounced to be excellent. A wag who was present said, 
' Our host reminds me of old Fablus Maximua, wbo 

'..«<. Cunciando restituit rem ; 

Ergo magUque magisqae virinimc gloria claret. 

B. Tom Warton prefixed this motto to his ^Cotnpan' 
4on to the Gnide ana Guide to the Companion :' 

Ttor^ihii iass eenMii^ lu toma ipna iuei. 
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This line seemed so exactly to coiTespotid with the 
title, that wagers were laid Tom Warton was tbe au*- 
Ihor of it. The sceptics lost their bets, for it occur« 
iij Ovid's Epistle of Hypermnestm to Lynceus. 

A. If you quote mottos, i will pay you in your own 
coin. 

Maione published a pamphlet to prove that tbe man- 
•^iscripts produced by Ireland and attributed to Shaks- 
peare were |ross forgeries. Maione inserted in his 
title-page a part of the description which Virgil eave 
of tbe impious Salmoneus, and applied it to Ireland 
v^ith singular felicity : 

Demenx, qui nimboif tl mm. imifalnlefttinten 
JEre et cornipkndum tonilu tivm'arat tquorvvis I 

m 

B. Dr. Joseph Warton made a good hit, wh«ii he 
heard that John the painter was going to be executed 
on board the Arethusa frigate. * John,' said the doc- 
tor, * may adopt the invocation of Virgil : 

* Extremum hunc^Jirelhusa^ mihi concede labor tm.'* 

A. Felix Vaughan, an able barrister, was supposed 
to be implicated with Home Tooke, Hardy, and others, 
who* were afterwards tried for high treason. This 
matter was canvassed by the privy-council ; and 
when it was ascertained that Felix Vaughan had cau- 
tiously stopped short of the risks which others had ruii, 
Mr. Dundas exclaimed, 

' Felix, qi^eni fiiciu.it aliena ptricula cautum /' 

B. You recollect to whom Tibullus addressed the 
following beautiful lines.' Louis Racine may be said 
to have consecrated them : he was a pious Catholic, 
and applied them to his crucifix : 

Te tpeeimiy tuprema mihi cum vefUfil korOf 
Tt leneam moriens deficiente numti, 

A. I have kept back the application of a pawagc, as 



«L- 



114 FLOWERS OF WIT. 

my earp$ de reservey which I think will put you hors 
de combaL It is unquestionably the happiest aHusion 
i ever met with. 

You have doubtkss heard of the famous cardinal 
Poole, archbishop of Canterbury. Sando^et, a learned 
man, advised him to apply himself to the philosophy 
of the antients, giving it the preference to all other stu- 
dies. * At the period, said the dardinal, * when the 
world was obscured by the darkness of F%ganism, the 
philosophy you recommend did certainly excel all oth- 
er pursuits ; but sinc^ the mists of ignorance -have been 
cleared away by the bright beams of the Gospel, 
Christian knowledge, derived from the study of the 
holy Scriptures, has justly gained the preterence : 
in short, the pa|^an philosophy you so much admire is 
noWi exactly as Tenedos was described by Vii^il : 

' . « ..... J^olistima fama 

InnUa,, dives s^um^ Prlami dum regna man^ani f 

Jfunc tantum sinus, et static^ m2lefiia eari^is.^ 

EPITAPHS. 

823. There are few topics on which the scourge of 
Wit may be more fairly exercised, than on the flattery 
and misrepresentation too often diffused over vast sur- 
faces of sepulchral marble in compliment to the dead. 
Dr. Friend was an epitaph-writer of very prolix, but 
indeed elegant sentences in Latin. The following neat 
epigram was addressed to him : 

* Friend, io your epitaphs I'm griev'd 

So very much is said ;' 
One half will never be believ'd, 

The other never read/ 

CONSTANCY. 

824.' A Roman lady who remained a widow in the 
prmie of life >vas a^ked, Why she did not many again? 
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She answered, ' Because my busbaod is always present 
with me.' 

This is a noble contrast to the story of the Epbeskn 
matron. 

A LATIN TRANSLATION. 

825. The estate pays a modus, and the copyhold is 
is fine certain. ^ Put this into forensic or Ciceronian 
Latin/ said a gentleman to his son, a young student of 
the law. ' Into Ciceronian Latin,' replied the student, 
1 cannot ; but into Horatian 1 can. Thus : 

f Est modus in rebut., sunt certi deniqne fines.' 

DIAMOND CUTS DIAMOND. 

826. Two ladies of hi^h fashion, as they entered the 
rooms at Bath, met a citizen's fat wife finely dre'sseu*, 
coming out. * See,' said one of them in a ^f- whisper, 

* there is beef-n-la-mode going out.' 'Yes,' answered 
the fat lady, overhearing her, ^ and there is gcmie com- 
ing in.' 

THE DIFFERENCE OF PROFES- 
SIONS. 

827. A PERSON observed to an eminent lawyer, that 
Buchan's ' Domestic Medicine' was a good book, be- 
cause it qualifies every man to be his own phy«ician. 

• How far that may b^ the case, observed the eminent 
lawyer, * I will not presume to determine ; but I may 
be allowed to speak decidedly as to my own profes- 
sion ; and so 1 hesitate not to pronounce, that every 
man who is his own -lawyer, has a fool for a client.' "" 

SERVANTS. 

828. It was an observation of Elwes the noted 
miser. That if you keep one servant, your work will 
be done ; if you keep two it will be half done ; and if 
you keep three^ you may do it yourself. 
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NEW DIVSIONS OF THE WORLD, 

829. Iff a party of wits who were disposed to be jo- 
cular, it was observed, That it was now oecome ridica- 
lous to adhere to the old divisions of the globe. The 
name of Europe reminds us of the indelicate story of 
£uropa and the bull Jupiter ; Ana^ of luxurious na- 
bobs ; Africa^ of the Guinea Coast, at a time when, 
alas ! guineas are as scarce as Roman coins ; ArMrkay 
of those unnatural children who are fighting with their 
mother. 

830. ' Leave the rest of mankind,' said a lively la- 
dy, to divide themselves into what classes they pleilse ; 
we wHI each t^ to make a new division of ouf own 
circle 6i society.' 

* Then,' said major Epicure, I divide society into 
ttvo classes ; Those who give good dinners, ana those 
whom they Jovite to eat them.' 

' Rather,' said a young nnblemjm, who bad nearly 
ruined himself by his profuse expences in building, and 
was conscious of his imprudence, * let society be divid- 
ed into these two classes ; The fools who built bouses, 
and the wise men who tenant them.' , ^ 

' All this is very ingenious,' said Dr. Logic * ' but 
let me bespeak your applause by a new classification 
of both sexes. Thus, tne orders of men are four : 
* The misers who board every thing : 

The prodigals who spend evenr tning ; 

The croakers^ who fear every thing ; 

And the grinners^ who laugh ai every thing. 
The orders of women are likewise four : 

The peacocks, with whom dress is all ; 

The magpies^ with whom chatter is all ; 

The turtles, with whom love is all ; 

And the Paradise birds, above them all.' 

THE SAILOR'S JOY. 

4$31. OffcE when admiral Pakenham, one of our re- 

npwned naval officers* landed at Portsmouth, a friend 
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asked him how he left the crew of his ship. * O,' 
said he, * I have left them all, to a man, the merriest 
fellows in the world.' ^ How so ?' * Wby« 1 flog:ged 
seventeen of them, and they are happy it is over ; and 
all the rest are happy, because they have escaped.' 

, EQUIVOCAL PIGS. 

832. A PERSON was prosecuted, and tried for steal- 
ings pigs. There was no doubt as to the fact : but as 
it 'vvas not stated in the indictment what sort of pi^s 
tbey were, whether alive or dead, whether antma/ pigs». 
or pigs of leady the prosecutor was nonsuited. 

WILD FOWL. 

833. A iroBLB lord adverted to the frequent minori- 
ties in which the ministry were in the year 1810, and 
y^et they kept their places. *" They remind me very 
forcibly,' said he, ^ of shooting wild (owl in a laree lake ; 
for though you are fortunate enough to knock them 
down, it IS extremely difficult to get them out. 



843. A GASCON and a Parisian had a violent quarrel ; 
3Ut their dispute was soon adjusted, as they Wf-rebothoi 
7*allstaff*s way of thinking, that the best part of valour 
s discretion. ' You are verv fortunate,' said the Gas- 
con to the Parisian, ' not to nave roused me beyond a 
^ei'tain degree of indignation. Had you teased me an 
ttom more, I would have taken you up, and tossed you 

bis:h in tbe air, that the flies would have devoured 

1 very parti<^e of your body, before it would have 
^een possible for you to iall to the ground*' 
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836. • The renown of our family,' said a Gascon 
gentleman, ' has not blazed with its full splendoor, be- 
cause there has been no historian like Plutarch to re- 
cord the exploits of my heroic pTog:enilors. And if 
suoh an historian had added to our famiW^ the Lives of 
the other great men of the province of Uascony, a li- 
brary to contain his works would have reached fjpom 
Bordeaux to PariSi' 

836. A Frenchman who pretended he had very acute 
sight, said to a friend, as he was walking upon the 
Boulevards at Paris ; ' Look, don't you see that mouse 
that is running along upon tl>e top of Monmartre, about 
two miles off ?' ' No,' said the friend, ' 1 can't tee it 
— but hark 1 1 hear it scratching : cannot you 2' 

837. Monsieur du Qjuesne, formerly a French teach- 
er in Oxford, was informed in a large company that war 
bad commenced between England and Fratice. ' 
tnon pauvre roi,' exclaimed he, ' lemalheureux grand 
monarque /—when you bring your army into the field 
of battle, you will look for vour old friend Du Quesne. 
You will say. Where is Du Qtiesne, that invincible cap- 
tain ? if he comes not to fight by my side, 1 shall find 
myself in a great embarras ; - so I must iinoaediatelj 
send a courier to at. Jairies', and make peace with the 
king of England V 

j838. A Frenchman, probabljr a native of Gascony, 
was taken to see Mrs. Siddons in the tragedy of Isa- 
bella. The performance he confessed was very fine; 
but the pathetic effect was by no means equal to what 
ht* had witnessed in T^aris, at the representatiou of a 
pelite piece called ' Msa nth ropy and Repentance.' *i 
was obliged,' saio he, * to hold my parasol over my 
bead, to prevent m)r clothes from being spoiled by tbe 
^bowers of tears which fell from the front boxes imme- 
diately above me.' . ^ 

!Cbatrthe English are uot-dtficitDt in fertility of imagi- 
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«ation when they attempt the gasconade, the following 
example may convince us. 

839. An English traveller, well-known in the north 
of England, who delighted to see the symptoms of as- 
tonishment appear upon the visages of his auditors 
when he related his adventures ; was a&ked. If he met 
with good shooting when he was in Portugal, He said, 
There was good pigeon shooting, and^he flocks vrere 
so larg>e, that when they flew they darkened the air. 
* Did you kill any of them ?' was the question. * No,' 
said the traveller ; * because when l fired I shot loo 
low ; but the first shot 1 made» I brought down a peck 
of Iheir legs.' 

The display of these bubbles of ostentation, or rath- 
er these meteors of extravagance, shall be closed with 
4he following specimen. We are much mistaken if it 
<can be exceeded by any thing of the kind. 

840. A Norman and a Gascon were disputing upon 
4he antiquity of their respective families. I can trace 
tny pedigree from a very high source,' said the Nor- 
man : ' the founder of my family dined with William 
the Norman the day before he set off" to conquer Eng- 
land.' * Your house cannot possibly contend with oure 
upon the score of antiquity,' retorted the Ga«5con, ' if 
you stop at the recent sera of William the Norman. To 
silence you for ever upon the subject, know, to your 
confusion, that our family still pays a rent-charge [of 

J money borrowed. Now thai money was expended by 
one of my ancestors in his journey t< Bethlehem, when 
he went to see the adoration of ourSaviourby the wise 
men of the fi^istl !!' 
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Gontaininff sojne account of an intended Work on Pan- 
sters, and the whole Art and Mystery of PuDnii^ ; 
wi^ a word or two on the Bulls (ff different Gmn- 
tries. 



Various definitions have been given, both in ancient 
and modern times, of Man. P)ato said, ' he was a two- 
legged animal, without feathers :' and when he so af- 
firmed, he no doubt plumed himself on having put the 
subject upon a right footing — Mr. Burke thought the 
person worthy of great praise, who had determined mac 
to be ' a rational cooking animal,' particularly as that 
definition fuMy explained the proverb, ' There is reason 
in roaHinff eggs. — We do not deny,, that these at- 
tempts at a right definition are very ingenious and veiy 
laudable ; but, after profound meditation, we are con- 
vinced that something better may be done to settle the 
important point. In short, we have made a discoveiy, 
— such an one indeed as adds to the glories of the pre- 
sent very enlightened age, and such as cannot fail to be 
transmitted to posterity as a proof of the perfection, the 
ultima Thule^ which the science of metaif g^sics has 
reached ; we have found out the onl^ true, saiisfactoiy, 
and indisputable definition of man is, that he is a pun- 
king animal. Travel where you may, from Archangel 
to Aberdeen, and from thence to Arabia ; trace the 
progress of nations, from the Huns to the Hurons and 
Hottentots ; to say nothing of the Jews, Greeks, Ho- 
mans, French, English, &c. &c., and you will find the 
people of all eountri^ are punsters, and have bteen s« 
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from the earliest times. It is in contemplation to pub* 
lisb a most elaborate vrork, in as many volumes as some 
recent novels, in order to lay all our proofs, or rather 
to exhibit all the steps of the demonstration of this im- 
portant truth before the world. This work will be 
printed upon wire- wove hot pressed paper, in a new 
t^pe cast on purpose, and will no doubt be subscribed 
K>r by all the crowned heads in £urope, as well as by 
the emperor of Hayti. As, however, we are aware of 
the lively interest which this notification is calculated 
to excite in the public mind ; while the makers are 
busily at work manufacturing the paper, and the foun- 
ders are casting the types, we shall endeavour to allay 
the ardent thirst of general curiosity, by presenting the 
public with the foliowir^ sketch of our performance. 

Puns are of two kinds,. I. The Echo pun, when one 
word is so similar in sound to another, as to be nearly 
a repetition of it. il. The pun Equivocal^ when a 
word is taken in two different senses. 

Punning has the authority of high antiquity to plead 
in its favour. The use oi the rhetorical figure called 
paronomasia is not uncommon in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, and many instances of puns are to be found in 
the Greek and Latin Classics. Even old Homer, vei^ 
serious as he generally was, amused himself with this 
kind of playthii^. He describes Ulysses, ' the man 
for wisaom's various arts renowned,' saving himself 
from being eaten alive, by the fabrication of a very 
seasonable equivoque. Ulysses tells Polypheme that 
his name is Noman (Ovric,) and the unsuspecting giant 
gives him credit for speaking the truth, when the rest 
of the clan of Cyclops come running to the assistance 
of their out-witted brother, they inquire who had put. 
aut his eye. He says, — 

* Friends, ^oman kills me, J^oman in the hour 
Of sleep oppresses me with frandful power.* 
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The answer, — 

* If no man hurt thee, but the hand divine 
Indicts disea.«e, if fits thee to resign ; 
To Jove, and to thy father H eptuue pray, 
The brethren cried, and instant strode awaj. 

Odyss, ix. 

841. We have before noticed the facetiousness of 
Cicero : it appears that he was fond of indulging in 
this species ot it, as may be f^een in the two tolJowlDg 
Mistanctfs iielected from many others. To a covetous 
farmer, who ploughed »ip the ground wh.ere bis father 
was buried, he said, ^ Hoc est vare sepulchrum patris 
CO I ere.' And on Verro, who bought a very small field, 
and called it a (arm, he wrote the ibllowiiig'epigrajEn :— 

' Fundom Varro to cat,, qufm pesntm miitere fuiida, 
JV*t tamen txeiderit^ qua cara funda patet.'* 

842. When Pope Grearory the Great, as Venerable 
Bede relates, saw some beautiful boys, who were to be 
sold for slaves in a market in Rome, he asked what 
country they came from ? He wa^told they were Anelu 

* They are rightly so called,' said he, ' for they have 
the faces of Angreli, and are fit to share the inheritance 
of angels in heaven :' So he sent St. Augustin to Bri- 
tain, to convert the inhabitants. He was told that the 
name of the king of Britain was Jllla : ' Then,' said he 
' Alleluysi ought to be sung in that country to the praise 
of the Creator.' When he was told the«e beautiful 
boys were born in a part of the island called Deira : 

* Then,' said he, ' De Ira Dei sunt Jiberandi*' 

843. The custom of punning continued to prevail in 
the dark ages, and continued also to be applied to the 
most serious, or rather grave subjects. Witness the 
epitaph written upon Fair Rosamund, in the twelfth 
eentury : — • 

*■ Micjaeet in tambn Rosa- Jlftmdi^ turn RowmuncUif^ 
JVun redolel^ »ed oleU qva re^oUre ioleU^ 

Shakspeare abounds in puns^ as Plautas did before 
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him. Our great dramatist was indeed possessed by the 
most violent mama for this kind of wit : he indulged it 
upon all occasions, serious as well as comic ; and his 
kings and knights, courtiers and clowns, are like horses 
in a team, for all wear bells of the same metal, and 
make the same jingle. Milton is faulty in this respect, 
for he so far foi^ets the dignity of epic poetry, — the 
* height of his great ai^ument,' as to make the fallen 
angels express their triumphant merriment in a string 
of puns. 

The reign of James I. was the golden age of pun- 
ning ; and the rage prevailed so much, during his and 
the succeeding reigns, in the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, that it seems rather extraordinary they did 
not confer degrees, or give prizes, to the best punsters. 
Some of the last keen word-hunters that were bred in 
the old school in Oxford, were Dr. Lei^h, who was for 
more than half a century master of Balioi college. Dr. 
Barton, warden of Merton, Thomas VVarton, ofTrini- 
ty , and professor White. Many of their puns, good, 
bad, and indifferent, are still remembered by the senior 
members of the university ; but most of them have 
fallen into oblivion, with the occasions that produced 
them. 

OXFORD PUNSTERS. 

Anthony Wood, the famous Oxford antiquapr, 
compiled a collection of Bon Mots, called Modius So- 
lium, The following is a specimen of their attic or an- 
tiquarian salt. 

844. 'There was a large pear fit for baking wbicb 
was called a warden pear. On the subject of warden 
pears, one r/erfe, of Magdalen college, gave the fol- 
fcwinff characters of the four wardens ot his time 
tbuc-— Dr. Smith, one of the first wardens of Wadham, 
and young, he styled the green warden ;— Dr. Lake, 
warden o? New college, ready to fall off to the bishop- 
Tick of Bath and Wells, the npe warden ;-Sir Henry 
^rUle, warden of Merton, gouty io body, the rot- 
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ten warden ; — and Dr. Mocket, warden of All*Soills, 
whose book on the liturgy of the church of Ei^hnd 
was burnt, the roasted warden.' 

From a passage in * Cupid's Revenge,' by Beaumont 
and Fletcher, we may conclude that these pears were 
usually roasted : 

*l would have liia[i roasted like a tcardeuy 
la brown paper.' 

DR. LEIGH. 

845. A ROGUISH tenant of Baliol college slily felled 
the trees upon his farm, and put the money in his- 
pocket. Soon after he called upon Dr. Leigh to pay 
his rent, and the doctor inquired into the state of the 
trees. 'Alzis i sir,' said the tenant, ^a great misfor- 
tune has happened to them ; a high wind has blown 
them all down.' *No, no,' said the doctor, who knew 
his man, you mistake ; it must have been not a Mgk 
wind, but a cutting wind to do so much execution.' 

DR. BARTON. 

846. At the time when the bridge was building 
over the Cherwell near Magdalen college, disputes 
often ran high between the university and the city of 
Oxford. Dr. Barton, warden of Merton college, was 
consulted whether it would not be proper to put up 
the arms of the university on one side of the bridge, 
and those of the city opposite to them, *I am,' said 
he to those who consulted him, -no friend to the plan, 
as you know it is alwaj^s unpleasant to see the uni* 
Yersity and the city ttp in arms agadnst each other, ^ 

847. Dr. Barton was in company with Dr. Nash, 
just as he was going to publish his work on tb« an- 
tiquities of Worcestershire. *I fear,' said Dr. Bar- 
ton, ' there will be a great many inaccuracies in your 
booSs, when they come out' 'Hew Jos «ifeni la he 
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Qk voided V said Dr. Nash. 'Very easilj,' said Dr. Bar- 
ton ; *Are you not a justice of peace ?' *I am,' said 
Dr. Nasb. ^Wby then,' replied the old warden, *yo« 
have nothing to do, but to send your books to the houte 
of correction.* 

848. Dr. Barton once invited Crowe, of New college, 
to dine with him. Crowe asked, who were coming. 
*You see,' said the warden, *here is Rooky and one Bird 
tnore, and then we will ^o to dinner.' — fiookand Bird- 
more were the names of two of the fellows of Merton. 

MR. COOKE THE PROCTOR. 

849. As the contest for the Cinical professorship was. 
going on between Dr. Wall and Dr. Vivian, in the Con- 
vocation-house in Oxford, Dr. Sibthorp, well known for 
bis parsimony, came to tender his vote. It was queri- 
ed, upon the ground that his name did not appear upon 
the books of any college or hall. But it was argued, in 
support of bis vote, that it was valid, as the doctor 
came under the description of the statute, as Doctor 
commorans qui alit familiam. Now it happened that 
Mr. Cooke o( New college, to whom the case was re- 
ferred, was both a wag and a punster. So alluding to 
the doctor's well-known oeconomy, particularly in the 
article of malt liquor — 'Qjui alit^ Ale it!' said toe proc- 
tor,/ why he does not even snuUl beer it,'' 

This joke was repeated through the Convocation- 
bouse ; and as it was a complete illustration of the ri- 
diculum acriof Horace, by exciting a general laugh, it 
put ail parties in good humour. 

The following specimens, if not thought the best that 
can be given, at least show the prevalence of the prac- 
tice of punning iii various countries, and its extent 
among various classes in society. 

In former times, punning was applied to all subjects, 
iserious 85 well an jocose. In modem timesy the greajt 
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object of the punster is to raise a laugh. This effect is 
general )y produced ; although when he makes an ud- 
lucky attempt, the laugh is directed against himself. 
Thus an awkward sportsman is struck by the recoil oi 
his own gun. 

A LATIN PUN. 

850. One of the best and most extensive that per- 
haps ever was made, was the application of a passage 
in Virgil's £cl(^ues, to a Collection of Puns : The ad- 
dress to the reader was, Punica mala leges. 

A SPANISH PUN. 

851. A BEAUTIFUL Spanish ^irl was playing oo 
a guitar to a gentleman some ot her national airs and 
songs, but did not accompany them with her voice. On 
his asking her to sing, she looked aichly at him, and 
replied, Yo no pnedo cantar, pero puedo incaniar. 
Had she been playing sacred music, the pun might 
have been conveyed in an English translation. *1 can- 
not chanty but I can enchant,^ 

FRENCH PUNS. 

852. Deux predicateurs prechoient dans la meme 
e^lise, dont Tun avoit une voix tres forte. Qpel 4|u'ud 
dit que la difference entre le predicateur du matin, et 
celui du soir etoit, que le premier prechoit /ort ^it, et 
le second bienforU 

853. L'opera Fatm^, etoit d'abord entitul^ Le Lan- 
gage de Fleurs. On demandoit, si Ion trouveroit beau- 
coup de tfensees dans le Langage de Fleurs. ^Je puis 
repondre,^ dit gaiement i'auteur, 'qu'au moins oq u'y 
trouvera point de soucis.* 

854. Le Fere Pore^, qui professoit avectantEd^echt 
h Yhetorique> rencontra no jour un magistrat qu'H 
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ftToit lou^ dans une de ses harapj^ues. Le celebre Je-^ 
suite s'lDclina pour le saluer, celui ci ne lui rendit point 
lesalut. *Mon frere,' dit le Pere Pore^ au religieux 
qui I'accompag^noit : 'Voila un magistral bien droitJ* 

865. Lord Anson fell in with a French squadroni 
commanded by Jonquiere, a skilful and brave admiral. 
Several of bis ships were taken,as welf as Jonquiere him- 
selt. Among the prizes were two line-of- battle ships, 1* 
Invincible, and la Gloire. Jonquiere when introduced to 
the rictor paid him a compliment, which shpw^d e^qual 
vivacity and good humour. * You have,' said he tp 
lord Anson, 'done wonders ; for you have conquered 
the hroincibley and you are followed by Glory J* 

85fi. In the year 1791, at the time when the promot- 
ers of tlie French revolution were by many made the 
subjects of ridicule, the following punning epitaph 
upon Santerre tho brewer, who had commenced sol- 
dier, was in every one's mouth in Paris, and was highly 
retisiMd as a bon mot of the 6rst class :— - 

*Cy^t Sanferre^ 
^twn' a pas de Mars que sa bonne htSre^ 

HORSES' TAILS. 

857.- In the rebellion in 1745, some disaffected rogues 
cut of the tails of the horses belonging to a regiment 
that was stationed in the King's Mews. When thp 
defalcation was discovered, the colonel in great vex- 
ation exclaimed, *Wbat must we do? 'Do!' said a 
^^&> 'wby you must sell the horses, by wholesale.^ 
*Why so f said the colonel. 'Because,' said he, 'it is 
very plain you cannat re-tail them.' 

The delight of a punster reaches its acme, when he 
can make two puns upon the same word. Thus the 
sk'Iful sportsman kills a bird with each of the barrels of 
his gun. 

858. Old Dennis, the author of several playi, pass- 
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ing by a brandy-shop, the master came out, and desired 
the favour of bim to drink a dram. 'For what reason V 
said Dennis 'Because,' said the master, *you are a 
ilrflfnatic poet.' When Dennis bad compHea with the 
invitation, and wajs going to walk away, toe master ask- 
ed him to pay for*^it. Uennis surprised said, ^Did you 
not ask me to drink a dram, because I was a drofnatic 
poet ?' 'Yes, sir,' replied the master, *but 1 woaldnot 
have asked you, had I thought you a diran at tick poet.' 

859. Mr/ Congreve going up the Thames in a boat, 
the waterman told him, as they passed by Peterboiough- 
house at Mill-bank, that the nouse had stink a Hor^. 
Mr. Congreve thinking th is veiy extraordinary, *FrieiKi,* 
said he, 'I rather believe it it a story raised,^ 

A WATER DRINKER. 

860. A RELATIVE of Mrs. Malaprop, well knein kt 
marring the words of her native language, complilned, 
that in consequence of a disorder in her stomach, vhich 
the called a cataplasm (a spasm), her physiciai had 

§ut her into sl regiment (a regimen), and ordered her to 
rink water. ^Surely madam,' said a wag, ^yourregi* 
mentis the Cold Stream.* 

THE IRISH BAR. 

861. Counsellor Colbaoh, who was well known at 
the Irish bar for his great professional knowledge and 
acuteness, was remansable for the shabbiness of his 
dress. One day, as he was coming into the coort 
with his hands ulled with briefs, he met a rival bar- 
rister. This gentleman, wishing to be severe upon 
the counsellor, said, 'What, are you here witb your 
old clothes !' ^No,' said the counsellor, triumphantly 
showing him his papers, 'not with my M clmtes^ bdt 
with my new suits,* 
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ARTIFICIAL DIAMONDS. 

862. A LADY at a supper given on a public occasion 
displayed in an ostentatious manner a profusion of arti- 
ficial diamonds, which she bad purchased at the shop of 
the well-known Dovey. She long teased a lady who sat 
next her with a great deal of impertinent conversation, 
and with obstrusive attention offered to help her to the 
dainties upon the table. 'Shall 1,' said she, ' send you 
a p^ff^?^ * 1 thank you, madam,' said the other, ' you 
had better take one yourself, as you seem to be very 
fond of paste,* 

As a finale to this choice collecttidn, we present the 
courteous reader with the following string o(Echo puns, 
surpassing all others. It is taken from a very scarce 
work, published in the reign of James I. This pre- 
cious morceau has been often printed in a very incor- 
rect and imperfect manner: — we now present it in its 
original beauty. 

863. A divine willing to play more with words, 
than to be serious in the expounding of his text, spake 
thus in some part of his sermon : ^ This Dyall shewes 
vre must die all: yet notwithstanding, all houses are 
turned into ale-houses ; our cares are turned into cates ; 
our paradise, is a pair of dice ; our marriage, into a 
merry age; our matrimony,- into sl master of money ; 
our divines, into dry vines. It was not so in the days 
•f Noah, ^^ no/* 
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OP VARIOUS COUNTRIEJS. 



Some persons were talking of Edgewortb^s Essay oo 
^ Irish Bulls,' and highly commended her for her ingen- 
ious vindication of her countrymen. One of the party 
observed, that *' among the natives of almost «ll 
countries, may be found instances of that ludicrous con- 
fusion of thoughts, that precipitate expression of 
incongruous ideas, which constitutes a bull :' and be 
added, that' Paddy the Irishman has a numberof blun- 
ders attributed to him, of which be is in fact not the 
breeder; at the same time, he must allow he has oc 
small stock of his own to answer for.' 

GREEK BULLS* 

Start not at this title, O ye ceaseless investigator? 
of the profundities of Aristotle ; or ye infallible ex- 
pounders of the metrical difficulties of ^schylus anc 
Pindar ; or ye perspicuous solvers of the prophetical 
senigmas of Lycophron ; — that you may be satisfied 
such creatures as Greek bulls are not the offspring of 
our invention ; but that they actually do exist, know, 
we discovered the following fine specimens in a work 
called AcTUA, attributed to Hierocles, an eminent Pla- 
tonic philosopher, who, you may recollect, wrote a com- 
mentary on the Golden Verses of Pythagoras. This 
same person is celebrated by Photius, in hh Bibliot he- 
ed.* for his splendid services as ambassador to foreign 
states irom tlie Roman government ; and likewise iur 

♦ P. 534, Szc, 
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b'is ezceilent literary productions, which Pbotius has 
reviewed. If yoii are not content with the followii^ 
sample, Hieroctes will supply you with more such neat 
cattle, as thorough-bred as were ever brought from the 
nountainsof Wicklow, or the valleys of Ballynahincb^ 

We are not to be informed that some critics have ex- 
pressed doubts whether the A«4«i* be a genuine work 
of Hierocles. We leave this point for some Beniley to 
settle ; all we contend for, is, that the work is of Greek 
origin, that it is very antient, arrd written much in the 
style of the undoubted productions of Hierocles ; had 
it not possessed all these pretensions to authenticity, 
it would not have so 'long stood its ground, and been 
printed with bis other works. 

It is remarkable that the 'o Sj^xdawm^? (the. Stu- 
dent or Scholar) is introduced merely to serve as a butt, 
just as the Oxford scholar is introduced by Joe Mil- 
ler, in his ' Jest Book,' for the same convenient and lu- 
dicrous purpose. 



in 



864. A scholar wanting to swim, was nearly drowned 
in the attempt. Upon which he vowed he would nev- 
er touch the water until he bad been taught to swim. 

€65. A scholar wishing to catch a mouse that nib- 
bled his books, baited a trap, and sat by it to watch. 

fi66. A scholar, hearing it said that ravens lived to be 
two hundred years old,Dougbt one, saying, * I wish to 
try the experiment.' 

This story is told by Furetiere, the French lexico- 
g^rapher, o^ a friend of his. He has added a circum- 
stance, indeed, which increases the magnitude of the 
bull ; for he says that his friend, when he purchased 
the raven, had passed fans grand climacteric. 

867. A scholar meeting a friend said, ' I dreamed 
kst iNi^t tbat I saw you and talked with jou.' * 1 beg 

24 
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your pardon/ said the friend, ^ for Dot listening to 
what jou said.' 

86d. A scholar wishing to know if he looked band- 
some when he was asleep, sat before a lookii^-glass 
with his eyes shut. 

869. One of twin brothers ha|ipened ,to die. A 
scholar meeting the survivor, inquired of him : ^ Pray 
teli me, which of you was it that died, you or your 
brother ?* 

These two last bulls pass current as genuine Irisb. 

870. A scholar, a bald-headed man, and a barber 
travelled together, and agreed to keep watch four 
hours at a time. It was the barber's turn to watck 
first ; he employed himself in shaving the head of the 
sleeping scholar : and when his time of watchine was 
expired, waked nim. The scholar, rubbing his head, 
and findii^ it smooth, called out, ' What a rogue is 
this barber, for he has waked the bald-headed maSi 
when he ought to have waked me.!' 

Here is a charming confusion of personal identity. 
This bull was lately circulated in a veiy genteel com- 
pany, in London, as an excellent modern joke fresh 
from Ireland ; and, as usual, an Irishman was substi- 
tuted for the scholar, and made the butt of the tale. 

A SPANISH BULL. 

1 

871. A STUDENT of the university of Salamanca, go- 
ing out with a party to shoot rabbits, was desired not te 
U}k lest he should frighten and hinder them from com- 
ing out of the woods to feed. As soon as be saw 
several of them running out, he exclaimed, £cc6 cunicu- 
li ffwdtL When his companion blamed him, he ex- 
pressed his surpi.se by saying ; 'Who could suppose 
that rabbits underatana Latin ?* 

872. The following Spanish proverb seems of 
the bull breed : El m^or de los dados es no juffarlos. 
^ The best use of dice> is not to play with them. 
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FRENCH BULLS. 

873* A Frekch lady of quality, seeins: the funeral 
procession of her husband, exclaimed, * An ! bow hap- 
py would my poor husband be if he could see this sight, 
as he was so remarkably fond of such ceremonies.' 

' 874. A person asked a French boy, Who was the 
elder, he or his brother. ' 1 am the elder of the two 
nowy* said the boy ; * but if my brother should live 
another year, we shall be both of an age.' 

875. The executive council of France exhorted his 
holiness the pope, in 1792, to preserve his spirittuU 
and temporal dominion by renauncirig hit authority. 

ENGLISH BULLS. 

876. Ak Irishman yery justly observed, that the 
English make bulls in writing, when they ma^ be sup- 
posed to have time to deliberate, as well as m conver- 
sation, when they are more exposed to the errors of ^ 
haste. Thus it is no very rare thing to hear persons 
talk of ill-health^ bad tttccess^ acquitted felons ^ much too 
little^ vastly tittley monstrously/ smcUl^ a stone hedge^ a 
glass ink'hom^ and a man-miawife, 

Theobald says, in his ' Double False-hood :* — 
* None but himself can be his parrallel.* 

This is an ancient bull, for it occurs in an inscription^ 
to an old print of Colonel Giles Strange ways, in the^* 
reign of Charles If. . , '^ 

' None but himself, himself can parrallel.' 

877. In an English newspaper was the following pas- 
sage :— * A number of deaths are unavoidably postpon* 
ed.' 
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878. At tbe time Drury-Lane Theatre wad repairing, 
the following notice was published : — ^ Drury-Lane 
•pens at the Opera-House oo tbe 10th of next month.' 

879. Over a door on the road from Brighton to 
Lewes is the following notice :-^' Fresh sea- water soU 
here.' 

880. A very capital practical bull is said to bav€ 
been bred in the tine of the first American war. One 
ship was sent to America loaded with cannon, and a se- 
cond with powder, and a third with ball. The conse- 
quence was, that if one was taken, tbe other two were 
nkely to be of ^little or no comparative use, to what 
they might have been, if their cargoes had been mix- 
ed. 

IRISH BULLS. 

Under this bead, we confess our conviction that it 
is not very easy to exhibit Irish bulls so original tha^ 
they cannot be matched both for size and spirit by oth- 
ers of a foreign breed. 

881. Take from an Irish newspaper the following 
advertisement of lands to be let to an improving iencmi. 
* A few miles from Cork, in a mo$t sporting country , 
bounded by an uncommon fine turf bog, on the verfje 
of which there are a number of fine lime-kilns^ where 
ikat manure may be had ou very inoder^te terms, the 
distance for carriage not being many hundred yards. 
The whole lands being now in great heart anci com- 
pletely laid down, entirely surrounded and divided by 
impenetrable furze ditches, made ofquckfried stone laid 
tdgeways.^ -,^. 

882. This bull certainly looks very finely, but we 
have met with one of English breed, who trots well by 
his side. Dr. Grey, in his notes on Hudibras, record 
th^deposition of a lawyer, who in an action of batteiy 
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told tHe judge, that tbe defendant beat his client vrith t 
certain awvoflen instniment called an ir<mpestle»^ 



SB3« An (risbman was asked how his mother did.--«^ 




Paddy, * that I am the son of my aunt V 



884. All Irishman was travelling in a chaise with a 
gentleman, who expressed great concern, lest some chi- 
na he had in a box with birn shouJd be broken. As the 
carriage was rattling over the n)ueh paveinenlof Brent- 
ford, the Irishman exclaimed, 'You nave indeed reasoa 
to fear for your china^ for they would now be dashed to 
pieces, if tney were made of iron.* 

BULL AFTER BULL: 

885. In Faulkner's * Freeman's Journal,* published 
in Dublin, the editor, during the government of the 
duke of 4)t)rset, removed an error of the press in the 
following correct manner.— Erratum i In our last Jour- 
nal, for ^cr grace the duke of Dorset,' read ^his grace 
tbe duchess.^ 

886. An Irishman observing the increase of houses 
London, said, veiy forcibly, ' London is gone out o 
town, and there will be no end of the streets, but the 
Land's find.' 



^ Thus, gentle reader (to use the words of an old' 
comedian,] we have conducted thee through a rootiey 
masqueraae, not given by broad> laughing ,Momus, but 
by the sweetly-smiling Eupkrosyne^ and therein thou 
hast viewed personages both of high and lowoonditien ; 

"^ £d|^ewortb) p. 39. 
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to wit, soreTeig^ns and 8erviBg-inen,courtiers and clowns, 
gentlewomen and gypsies ; and if perchance thou hast 
not found delectation in befaoldinjg^ their dainty dresses, 
and hearing their meny conceits, go hie thee to an 
hennita^ and from thence view the checkered ganii- 
lure of magpies, and hearken to the ominous outcij of 
owiets : but if thou hast relished our peerless pastime, 
and it has solaced thy sinkii^ spirits, fail not iieartlly 
to commend us, the masters, of the revels, who have 
presented such innocent images and pleasant pictures 
to exhilarate thy fancy, and Tumished thee with such 
chmct and cheap entertainment I* 
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